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Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart
Welcome to the First Messenger for 2022 and the only one since November last year. I hope to get communications
back on track in 2022 – 2020 and 2021 were not great years for keeping on top of things-Shed!
BIG NEWS – did you know that we have just missed the 14th Anniversary of our Shed opening its doors in April 2008?
Perhaps we need a belated Shed Birthday Party?
Membership renewal - fees now $30 due to insurance increases, are due by the end of June – more below.
Allow me to add my voice to the congratulations for the members who have stepped up to keep the place alive and
vibrant by agreeing to serve on the YVMS Committee. It is not a particularly onerous or time consuming task, BUT IT
IS ESSENTIAL if you want a great place to enjoy and catch up with mates. Well done Peter, Keith, Steve, Reg, David,
Tony and Ian! Also Congratulations to our new Mayor and Patron, Allan McGrath!
Don’t forget that we are far from out of the COVID woods yet. Keep observing the safe practices at
the Shed. Don’t feel shy about ringing a mate for a chat, or, meeting for a coffee – it all helps!
ws

Editor

Message from your President – Peter Davidson
Editor’s Note: At the time of preparation of this Messenger, Peter was lost somewhere in the wilds of
Queensland/NSW on the Dumeresq River. He wass pretty much out of reach of computers and reliable internet.
However, he did produce a quite fulsome and pertinent Report for the recent AGM and I think it deserves another
airing. So here it is:
“PRESIDENT’S 2021/22 REPORT to the 2022 AGM
The past year seems to have flown by – but not without a few dramas!
A few stop – starts as we responded to the varying state of the Covid-19 pandemic and government health orders in
our determination to do our best to protect YVMS members.
Your Committee has at times been paddling hard under the surface to keep the Shed ticking over and I am very
grateful for the support of all Committee members during the year. We have also had great support and advice from
previous YVMS office bearers and long-standing active members, who have helped to fill our knowledge gaps and
avert disaster! My thanks to all.
A highlight has been the election of our immediate past President, Allan McGrath, to Yass Valley Council and as
Mayor. Allan is now also our YVMS Patron. We are extra pleased that, in spite of his heavy schedule, Allan still finds
time to drop in for a chat and to keep the front garden looking good!
The Bush Tucker Garden has flourished with the rains and floods – even though we have lost some plants from wet
feet! All the gardens are thriving – with giant pumpkins and a profusion of other vegies. The grass has been turned
into lawn with the new Ryobi electric ride-on (… not a Victa).
The Bob Nash Terrace has been constructed and paved (pergola to come!); the smoko room cleaned and reorganised and the Shed has been a-buzz with various fabricate and repair projects – from wooden trays for the
Montessori School, to a new heritage railway guards van door, historic house gables, reindeer antlers (result of a
mid-air collision?), chairs, tables, coat racks and even boules carriers (to retrieve balls [boules] on our new boules
court – as if you needed an explanation!).
Working with researchers from the ANU, we constructed 12 experimental Greater Glider nest boxes to test different
insulation configurations in the laboratory. We then partnered with Hall Mens’ Shed to make another 90 nest boxes
for post-bushfire field research in forests east of Canberra and Victoria.
In spite of the interruptions, we still managed quite a few monthly morning teas and a couple of BBQ’s. Highlights
included celebrating Richard Saxby’s 90th birthday; and our new Patron presenting Certificates of Decadence to
members with 10+ years’ membership and Tony Warren as Exemplary Member 2021.
Our resident Shed musicians were joined by renowned guitarists Martin Bowland and Rob Charman and our joint
Christmas party with the Exercise Group featured a variety of musical, theatrical and poetic entertainments – and we
were able to make a donation to SPIN (Supporting People in Need).
Members enjoyed talks/presentations from Jenna Ridley, ANU; Chaplain Andrew Mead Canberra Hospital; Paul Reilly
financial planning; Inspector Dave Cowal NSW Police with NSW Ambulance, Fire Rescue and SES; and poetry and
story teller Rob Gorman.
During 2021/22 the Shed has been supported a number of donors/sponsors: Robertson’s Landscape Supplies –
crusher dust; Chris Beck: mulch; Paul Scorgie: earthworks & rocks; Grant Johnson: pavers; Carey family; Club House
Hotel: timber; various individual donations for repair work, tools; GS Aerial: drone photography; Yass Hire: auger,
ditch-witch; ANU (nest boxes); Anthony O’Connell: Jim’s carpet cleaning.
We weren’t able to go on any visits or excursions during the year – but have a few in mind for 2022 – along with
entertainments and talks.

The Shed’s strong financial position is primarily the result of donations for the wide variety of repairs/fabrication
projects undertaken by many members and receipts from Yass Markets, Gunning craft sales and bottles and cans
recycling.
The Shed’s greatest asset of course is our membership – those who are very active “regulars”, those who drop in
occasionally and those who hardly if ever make it to the Shed. Everyone contributes to the vibrance, companionship
and fellowship of the Shed.
We always welcome new members – no skills or special interests needed!
I am privileged to have had the opportunity to help out with the leadership of the Shed during the past 12 months –
much has been achieved by all, in spite of the Covid challenges!
PETER DAVIDSON, PRESIDENT”
Stay safe and don’t hesitate to sing out if you need contact or support.
All the best
Peter Davidson, President

Message from the Workshop Manager – Roger Holgate
While the shed is a hive of activity with the paving work and completion of the Bob Nash terrace, which I must say is
a credit to those involved, the workshop continues to attract requests for various tasks, some simple and some really
not so.
The markets and craft shops still continue with a steady flow of sales and requests. The most recent being asked by
Can Assist if we could have a stall at their Fair at “Cliftonwood”, this was a most successful day.
We have had a request for small children’s toys, something that has not been attempted by our Shed in the past.
Here is a chance for some willing members to become productive and add to our selection of saleable goods. There
are plenty of books and web sites available for ideas and inspiration.
In the next few weeks I am going to endeavour to have a couple of workshop familiarisation sessions, there are a
couple of issues in particular which need to be talked about. For example there have been a few occasions, the last
being on Saturday 23rd, when I have had to spend time sorting out a machine so I could carry on with what I was
doing. Hopefully this will be by mid May, stay tuned.
In the meantime please feel free to ask for any assistance or accreditation on a particular machine
or tool and enjoy your time in the workshop.
Roger.

Upcoming events of interest
First Wednesday Morning Tea – 10am to 11.30am this coming Wednesday 4th of May
Invitation from Hall Men’s Shed
“We invite you and several of your members to the Hall Men’s Shed on Thursday 5th May 2022 as a way of
continuing the association between our sheds. All who attended your shed in late February were impressed with
your setup and we would pleased to host you in a similar vein.
That Thursday is our BBQ day and we normally have between 30 and 40+ attending. This time we reckon we may
substitute a Pizza Day instead of a BBQ. (Not yet decided which but will let you know soon.) If we do pizzas we will
be using our new community oven. The oven always produces a great result.

We always invite the people from the Hall Museum to our BBQ day and this will be no different. In fact this time we
have made an arrangement with the museum to have a guided tour of their display for the YVMS members and
those of our members who have not yet seen the museum.
The basic order of the day will be:
•
•
•
•

10am - shed opens and members socialise while having coffee, tea and biscuits.
11.45am - we start cooking. We start eating when ready.
12noon - the museum people attend
1pm - a tour of the museum which will take up to 1 hour”.

YVMS Garage Sale – still in the planning stage – watch this space.

What’s happening right now or recently??
Is it time for a Presidential coup d’état?
Our erstwhile esteemed leader, mentor, icon and champion
has recently managed to bring great disgrace and ignominy to
the Shed.
He single-handedly has ruined, for most members, the timehonoured pleasure of Hot Cross Buns at Easter time in the
Shed.
Here you can see that he has managed to ruin, destroy,
offend against nature and perform gastronomic sacrilege by
smothering said hot cross buns in lashings of Vegemite.
Does the man have no class or concern for the sensibilities of
we poor folk raised post WWII on toast and Vegemite in the
woods and countryside?
Our YVMS annual ANZAC Day Wreath
This year our wreath was laid by ex-serviceman Dave Lynne
on our behalf. Dave mentioned to me that he counted it a
real privilege to be asked. Well done, Dave.
Dave can be seen in this photo with his son Jimmy, both of
whom attended the march.
Many thanks to Ian Bluett who has devastated his gardens in
an attempt to provide sufficient Rosemary for the wreath.
It is a very good thing for the Shed to add our voice to all
Australian citizens who want to celebrate, recognise and
thank all those who have made our country the safe place it
continues to be.

YVMS Paving extravaganza
This project is fast approaching a conclusion and what a
fantastic effort it has been.
So many members have been involved over a long period
beginning last year when Grant Johnston shocked us all by
lifting all (well, most) of these paving bricks, donating them to
the Shed and then replacing them with concrete (clearly the
bloke is smoking something!)
I am now going to offend someone whose name I will not
mention having been engaged in the collection, transport and
unloading/stacking of those bricks and then the preparation
of the Bob Nash Terrace and breezeway sites and then the
laying of the bricks – my sincere apologies to that (those)
member(s):
Grant Johnston, Tony Warren, Ray Armour, Keith Chappell,
Chris Smith, Bruce Skillin, Joe Morrissey, Ian Bluett, David
Campbell, Peter Davidson, Allan Carey, Steve Bobos, Len
McGuigan, Rob McCarthy, Bob Nash.
Hamilton Hume’s Grave proposed Project?
Tim Gee who has suggested that good ole Hamilton's grave
could do with a bit of a "freshen up". 2021/22 is the 200th
anniversary of Hamilton Hume's discovery of Yass Plains.
Hamilton is an icon and his grave us on the "to do" list of
some "go see Australia" type visitors.
There is no gardening to be done, but the low stone wall
and iron fencing needs cleaning and painting. This could
be good for promoting the project and the Men's Shed as
well

Publicity photo from the Internet – ie what it should look like

Tim's view, and I agree, is that we would not attempt to do
anything with the gravestone - that is specialist work and
would likely involve much red tape.
Tim would like to join a YVMS working bee to do the job if:
a) we can get approval, and
b) we can scare up a group of blokes looking for
something worthwhile to do.
I’m no expert, but the job doesn’t look too daunting to me.
I think it could happen in two stages:
1. Clean the wrought iron which is in good condition,
but covered in moss and lichen; and
2. Then clean and repaint the concrete base below
the fence.

Close up of deterioration needing attention

Here is Chris Smith cutting some granite for a Pizza Oven
being built at Steve Bobos’ place.
Note the careful; attention to safety that Chris is observing:
•
•
•
•
•

Earmuffs
Safety glasses
Intense visual focus
Knee guards
Etc

From the Steve Bobos Kitchen

Items of interest taken from Monday Missives since the last Messenger
I have chosen items from the last 6 months that I think are milestones in our journey and a formal record of activity
and progress since the last Messenger. They are taken in monthly sequence – not in any order of priority or
importance.

15 November 2021
Editorial - Wayne Stuart
The place is a veritable wonderful mad house since we re-opened. Projects all over the place, new members with
interesting stories, plans for our Christmas Party – and so much more. Read on – it is all below.
But first “WARNING: WILL ROBINSON!!!” on Tuesday Bruce attended to a modest brown snake (about 3040cm long and not much thicker than a pencil) lurking near Roger’s wood lathe in the Shed. Please be alert and
careful! Snakes have fully developed venom from birth! Also, pls remember that snakes are protected.

Now that the Shed is open again, please remember that we are still required to take all care and precaution
open and to protect our members and families from COVID. Please observe all Shed COVID safe rules. If yo
to contribute to these newsletters, please help me out and email me: waynestuart1946@gmail.com .
ws

0419 292 022

President’s Note
Great weather for ducks!!
And it’s true – 14 wood duck, 2 black duck plus 2 white ibis and 2 magpies enjoying the rain and the Bush Tucker
Garden boggy billabong on Friday morning. The frogs don’t mind it either!
The wet winter has been a bit too boggy for a few of our BTG native plants and we’re hoping we don’t lose any
more. However, we will plant replacements and the rest are thriving – amazing to see the remarkable growth of the
river red gum “paddock tree” planted by Landcare: it’s over 3m tall after only a couple of years!
The Tumut wattles and native mint bushes were a real show of colour and the tussock grasses and other weaving
plants are thriving – as are the sedges and reeds in the billabong.
A real highlight for us all has been honouring Richard Saxby with YVMS Life Membership. Richard has been a member
of the Shed since its inception and (among other things) a major contributor to the organisation and running of the
workshop – what a shambles it would be without his determined (and successful!) organising of the multitudes of
screws, nails, bolts, assorted fastenings and bits and pieces.
We were pleased and honoured that Richard was able to join us at the Shed to receive his Life Membership. We were
also pleased to celebrate his 90th birthday with him, Noel Lymbery and family members. … the cake wasn’t bad either!
The saws and routers have been buzzing, with amazing progress making replacement decorative gables for a heritage
house in town and construction of more greater glider nest boxes. Other projects wait in the wings!
Looking forward to seeing you at the Shed – we’d love your company!
Peter Davidson
Workshop Manager’s Note
NSW is opening up, the Rotary Community Markets are up and running again and Creative Gunning is again open for
business and going "gang busters".
Both venues are performing well and there is a big demand to replace products which have been sold.
Further to that we have two requests for help, both of which will require someone to visit, inspect and measure up
prior to commencing fabrication. One is for a step for the entry to a caravan in the Rock Lodge Road area and the
other is in town to make up two assemblies to raise a lounge by 100mm.
I hope someone or a couple will put their hands up to assist here and I will give you the details. I do not consider either
of these requests to be overly difficult, just need someone with a little time to spare.
Roger Holgate.

Recent happenings and celebrations
Nest Boxes
At our November First Wednesday Morning Tea, we had a visit from
the ANU PhD student (Jemma Ridley) who is the driving force behind
the recent Greater Glider Nest Boxes projects.
In phase 1, 12 boxes of 4 different designs were produced in the Shed
(Peter Davidson orchestrating) which then underwent extensive
testing in the laboratories at the ANU to test their thermal properties
and efficiency.
Jenna provided a detailed explanation of that testing and she plans
for boxes to now be deployed in NSW and Victoria. Many thanks to
David Campbell for organising the electronic presentation capability.
Phase 2 has already commenced and the most efficient design is now
being built in numbers by an increasingly efficient crew. The Hall
Men’s Shed is also involved in this stage. At last reports, between 90
and 100 boxes are needed. The Shed will receive a donation for this
assistance in the research program for out time, skills and efforts.
Jenna and her PhD Supervisor took the first 9 or 10 away with them
and progress is now being made on the next batch. It’s not too late
to get involved.`
Jenna has extended an invitation for a night time visit to nest box installation sites when they have been installed and
time has passed sufficient for them to have been adopted so that use and population counts can be accurately made.

Richard Saxby – 90th Birthday Celebrations
We had a really good turn out last Saturday for Richard Saxby’s
deferred 90th Birthday Celebrations (he turned 90 on 5 July – while we
were in lockdown).
Noel Lymbery organised getting Richard to the event and also invited
Richard’s family along which made it especially special for him – well,
done, Noel.
There was particularly informative speech by Allan McGrath who
outlined Richard’s great value to the Shed in the early days when
setting up and sorting out our holdings of screws, nuts and bolts, nails,
washers and many things I don’t know the names of was undertaken –
Richard did it all!
In recognition of his membership, support and just what a great bloke
he is, the Shed presented Richard with Lifetime Membership and a
small keyring fob made by Allan Carey with a 1931 (Richard’s birth year)
Shilling inlaid. Being an avid coin collector, this really seemed to appeal
to Richard.

Here is a note I received from Noel Lymbery after the celebration:
“Hello Wayne,
On behalf of Richard let me say how thankful Richard, myself
and Richard's family were for the 90th birthday function the
Shed provided for Richard last Saturday. He had a ball. He
actually did get involved and for the first time ever, I saw
Richard stand up, say thank you and give a short speech. In
Richard's current life it was an escape from the confusion and
frustration/depression of Dementia.
Unfortunately, now, unless reminded specifically, he has
forgotten about it.
Which brings me to the current Richard happenings that the
Shed and its members may be able to assist with.
Two days ago, Richard did a runner from Linton. He escaped/
broke out/ absconded/ went AWOL. He has been assessed as
being too frail and confused to be outside Linton on his
own. He was found downtown trying to cross the road. He had
walked out of Linton and into town pushing his walker. Not a
bad effort but could have ended very badly. Thankfully he did
have the walker.
My request/suggestion is this Wayne, if Shed members see
Richard downtown unaccompanied could they please check on
him and if he is unaccompanied could they call me on 0405 070
156.
So, Wayne, if you could pass my thanks and request on to Jack,
Peter and whoever else needs to know I would appreciate it.
Thanks once again, it was a great day for Richard and for all of
us.
Noel”
The Manse project
For those of you who know The Manse on Rossi
Street, you might have noticed a major repair and
restoration project taking place there? New Roof,
barge boards removed etc
The new owner has brought one of those barge
Boards to the Shed to see if we could produce new
ones to the same design, as the old ones are rotten
and falling apart.
Our trusty magician, Trevor Cox, has accepted the
challenge and here he is working on the first one, ably
assisted by Alf Atkin →
I am constantly amazed by the talents and skills of our
members – is there nothing we can’t do?

“Wilson” takes a holiday at the Repair Shop.
A member of the local community brought in a rather second
hand item recently wondering if we could resurrect it.
“Wilson” is apparently a famous character from the US Television
Sitcom “Home Improvement” in the 1990s, being a nosy
neighbour who hung over the fence giving advice.
This “Wilson” had suffered a significant amount of deterioration
in the weather, had lost half his nose and was being re-installed
on a fence which was too big for his grip.
Our trusty “Quirky” repair man (by “quirky” I mean our member
who likes unusual challenges), Bruce Skillin took on the task and
knocked it over in less than a day,
The owner was very happy and made a donation of $50!! Let’s
find more for Bruce to do!
How about fixing 4 Reindeer for the SPIN Foundation who have
some damaged reindeer and their Christmas display will be
improved if we can fix them?

YVMS Christmas Party
When: Saturday 4 December
Where: Community Centre (next door)
Why: Why not?
Catering will be provided again this year by the Yass SPIN
Foundation. We have asked them to cater for 50 at a price of $10
per person.
There will be entertainment after lunch provided by the many
talents lurking in our membership. Open mike will be available for
brave souls.
Partners and guests are all welcome.
In earlier years we have booked a venue and then needed to ask members to book and pay in advance for the perperson cost. Not so this year. The Shed and the YVMS Exercise Group will share the cost. HOWEVER, there will be a
donation box prominent on the day, and if you feel you are satisfied, a small denomination note in the box will help
us remain solvent.
Post Event Note: This donation box was generously supported by members and it was decided to donate those
funds to SPIN – very well received!
Community Service Announcement for Members
Mark McCoy came and cleaned my solar panels in May and, during the
winter, I noticed my system had improved in efficiency by about
25%. Since then my electricity bills have dropped quite significantly (we
are an all electric house so still need grid supply in the winter. He charges
$10 per panel, and I am already in front.

But the BIG news is that he also cleans windows (inside and out). I don’t know about you, but there are better things
for me to do with my time than spend 3 days cleaning all of mine. Not only that, but I am not a fan of ladders.
Mark and his offsider did our whole house in under 4 hours for an extremely good price, they did an amazing and
unbelievable job. It was a great use of the kids’ inheritance!!
I can strongly recommend him.

Wayne Stuart

Membership News
New member Graham Dash, who is blind, has signed up recently – please make him welcome and sit down with him
for a chat when you see him – he is a really interesting bloke and is keen to meet members. If you are talking to him
and decide to leave the room, please let him know or he will continue to chat after you have gone.
Clarrie Schlunke is home and on the mend. We expect to see him at the Shed pretty soon.
Mysteries of Nature No: 1,397 – solved
Have you noticed these insects → running around the
place at this time of year?
I have investigated to no avail, until it occurred to me in a
“Road to Damascus” moment just recently:
This is Mother Nature’s way of making the lives of even
the smallest of creatures pleasant, if not really
enjoyable. Consider:
•
•
•

It doesn’t matter if he/she is ugly
He/she cannot punch you in the nose if you upset
them, and
You don’t have to remember their name because you
will never see their face to recognise them.

Friends, please put on a mask. It saves lives! Yesterday, a friend of mine went out with his girlfriend
and on the way passed by his wife and she did not recognise him. The mask really saved his life!
27 November 2021
Membership News
Members might have noticed that Peter Miller and his wife, Angela are selling Millers Pharmacy following Peter’s
current fight with cancer. Peter and Angela have provided all the relevant details in a front page story in last
Wednesday’s Yass Valley Times.
Many members will be aware of the significant support Peter, Angela and the Pharmacy have provided to the Shed
over many years (donations, sponsorships etc). Our Shed would not have our profile in this town without them.
On behalf of all members, I extend our very best wishes to Peter, Angela and their girls. We trust Peter’s recovery
will be swift and complete and remind him that he will be a member forever and should feel free to visit any time at
all! There will always be a very warm welcome waiting!
[Editorial Postscript: I understand that Peter’s treatment has gone very well and at last reports he is in long term
remission with little or no evidence of the cancer persisting. ws]

Nest Boxes update
Material for 25 more Greater Glider nest boxes delivered to YVMS by James Skewes (ANU) yesterday
afternoon. Photos include one of Alan Boyd and Doug Anstess (Hall Men's Shed). The race is now on!
Cheers Pete

13 December
Editorial - Wayne Stuart
Chaps, this will be the final Missive for 2021 - so try to enjoy yourselves before it is too late.
It will also be the final Missive from me. You might recall that I tried to retire after the 2021 AGM, but all manner of
stuff got in my way. Joe took it over briefly, but he got called up to help with COVID nursing duties, so I took it back
to help out. I understand the COVID impost on Joe is no more, so I expect he is busting to get back in the saddle on
this stuff - and who am I to ruin his fun?
I will remain actively engaged in all manner of Shed stuff, but it is long past time that I let you enjoy another's take
on what is happening and keeping you informed. Not only that, but I am pretty much over this role by now and I am
busting to do other Shed things.
Notwithstanding COVID, I think we have had a pretty good 2021 all told. Certainly the activity and achievements of
the last couple of months have more than made up for the times that we were closed.
Read on to see what has happened since the last Missive. I wish you all a great festive season. I heard on the radio
recently that of the nearly $100 billion Australians spend on Christmas over $10 billion on unwanted Christmas
presents end up in landfill. Let's not be one of those people!
Now that the Shed is open again, please remember that we are still required to take all care and
precautions so we can stay open and to protect our members and families from COVID. Please
observe all Shed COVID safe rules. If you have anything to contribute to these newsletters, please
help me out and email me: waynestuart1946@gmail.com .
ws

0419 292 022

President’s Note
What a topsy turvy year!
We are all now pretty well trained in social distancing, QR codes, masks & hand sanitising and with travel restrictions
being lifted many of us have plans to get together with interstate family & friends over the festive season.

Although the Shed was closed off & on for much of the year, I think we have achieved a lot – what an enthusiastic &
resilient bunch we all are!
Members have been very active since the Shed’s re-opening at the beginning of October, forging ahead with various
projects – reindeer antler & ear repairs (Bruce Skillen) – result of a mid-air collision? flight ready yet again!;
Montessori School trays, heritage house gables, heritage railway guards van louvres & door (Trevor Cox with
assistance from other members), greater glider nest boxes (we are making 90 in coordination with Hall Men’s Shed:
we have 35 completed for ANU so far – thanks to Allan Carey and other enthusiastic members), rustic signs (Wayne
Stuart) and myriad smaller projects. Roger Holgate, Clarrie Schlunke and Allan Carey for making and selling items
on our behalf at regular Yass Markets and through the Creative Gunning outlet. Allan McGrath, Chris Smith, Bruce
Skillen and Tony Warren have kept the gardens and lawn in tip top condition – looking good guys!
The record wet winter and spring has delayed some works – including the Bob Nash Terrace and waterlogged some
of our bush tucker plants, but the wood & black ducks, white ibis, plovers and swamp hens think it’s great! Lots to
do in the Bush Tucker Garden during the summer and autumn!
More projects on the horizon – including finishing the Bob Nash terrace and constructing a mower/garden &
workshop shed. And no doubt members of the Yass Valley community will continue to bring in interesting bits and
pieces for us to help them with. Len McGuigan is coordinating a Shed Garage Sale for a suitable Saturday in
February – date to be announced.
We also hope that we may be able to organise a couple of interesting excursions during 2022 – ideas welcome.
2021 highlights have included opening of the Bush Tucker Garden by the Governor-General His Excellency General
the Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Retd) on 1 April and awarding long-standing member Richard Saxby with Life
Membership and celebrating his 90th birthday with him, friends and family at the Shed.
Lockdowns and Shed closures meant we had only a few first Wednesday of the month morning teas, but still enjoyed
a number of visits and talks: Andrew Mead (Chaplain, Canberra Hospital), Jenna Ridley (PhD researcher, ANU) and a
joint visit by NSW Police (Inspector David Cowal), Ambulance, Fire & Rescue and SES.
Our joint Xmas party with the community exercise group was well attended, with a variety of high quality
entertainments organised by Keith Chappell & superb catering by SPIN. Contributions on the day enabled us to
donate $300 to SPIN.
While the local government election results have not been finalised, it seems certain that our Emeritus President,
Allan McGrath, will be elected to Yass Valley Council - congratulations Allan. One of our newest members, Bill Ginn,
may also be elected & if so, congratulations Bill.
Many thanks to Rowena Abbey for your support over many years. Having decided to retire from her long-held
position of Mayor of Yass Valley Council, Rowena is now our Emeritus Patron. We look forward to you joining us at
the Shed from time to time.
My thanks to all of the Committee (Keith Chappell, Jack Child, Reg Moebus, Joe Morrissey, Len McGuigan and
David Campbell) for your support and enthusiasm; to Wayne Stuart for his untiring efforts coming up with new
ideas, keeping us all in line, organising morning teas and the Xmas party and especially for stepping in to produce the
Missive and Messenger while Joe has been involved with ACT Health’s Covid response; and to Roger Holgate who
continues to oversee the safe operations of the workshops.
We have many members who contribute in lots of ways –getting stuck in to projects and coming up with ideas – all
are enthusiastic and supportive – the essence of our Shed’s success.

We are also grateful for the ongoing support for the Yass Valley Men’s Shed from numerous local businesses and
community members.
The Shed will be closed from Saturday 18 December (our last open day), until Saturday 8 January 2022. We will
probably have our first Wednesday morning tea on 12 January.
All the best to you and your families and my special best wishes to those with health and other challenges. Enjoy
family & grand & great grand kids, travel safely.
Merry Xmas & Happy New Year
See you at the Shed in 2022!
Peter Davidson
Workshop Manager’s Note
There is not lots to report about the workshop in recent weeks as most of you have witnessed the frantic activities
with the glider boxes and trays for Montessori.
Markets have performed well but sadly not lots of quality products directly from the Shed.
I would like to run a series of small workshop familiarization sessions in the new year, I have a few things in mind but
would appreciate some suggestions on what you as members would like more information and guidance
/suggestions on.
For now I would like to wish everyone a joyous and merry Christmas and a bright and prosperous new year.
Best wishes to all,
Roger Holgate.
Yass Valley Council Elections – 2021
At the time of writing, it looks like we have 2 Shed Members elected to
Council already – Allan McGrath → (who made it on first preferences “how good is Allan”?) and Kim Turner - well done Kim.
Our latest new member, Bill Ginn, is looking good at this point and we
hope he will get up as well.
Be aware, chaps, that we have around 100 financial members and lots of
extended family and friends – so if you need any help in finding out what
Yass wants and needs, come along to the Shed and we will fill you in. Come
along anyway and we have a celebratory morning tea!
My biggest concern about Allan romping in is that it might go to his head
and our lawns will fall into disrepair.
Calendar for the rest of December and early January
•
•
•

The Shed closes for the festive season when the roller door comes down on Saturday 18 December 2021
Shed Reopens on Saturday 8 January.
January’s First Wednesday Morning Tea will be held on Wednesday 12 January.

Recent happenings and celebrations
Visit by Yass Police and emergency Services
At our last First Wednesday Morning Tea for the year, we had a visit from senior officers from Yass Police, Ambulance
and Fire Brigade.
The visit was to recognise World Mental Health Day and to underline the work done by Emergency Services, but also
to recognise and acknowledge that even though Sheds are not set up for mental health work, they seem to have a
great facility for helping men who might be struggling with many kinds of difficulties in their lives.
As usual, Woolies provided the Goodies and on this occasion, Inspector Dave Cowell had arranged for the Tanks Coffee
dispensing van to arrive and provide hot drinks to all who wanted them. Very generous and much appreciated by
Shed members on the day.
As you can see from the photos, our esteemed President took the opportunity to launch into full flight keeping the
crowd on the edge of its chairs (except for the poor bloke who had nodded off).
This event is looking like becoming a regular thing – grateful commendations from Shed members to the Emergency
services for this initiative and the Shed will continue to do its thing to help men in need.

Christmas Party
The 2021 YVMS Christmas Party was, in the immortal words of the Olympic Boss (Antonio Samaranch) from 2000 "the
Best Ever!!"
The SPIN Foundation provided more than ample food for the many members and guests who came on the day and all
for the very affordable price of $10 per head (we nominated 50) - so the Bill was $500. The YVMS Exercise Group very
generously helped us out to the tune of $300 - so all we had to fund from Shed resources was $200 for the balance of
the SPIN invoice, the booking fee of $72 for the use of the Community Centre (Reg is in the process of seeking a refund
as we have an MoU with Council which states we have access for no charge), and some $50 for disposable plates,
drinks etc.
The donations box on the table managed to fleece you all of the princely sum of $300 which will be presented to SPIN
to help them with their very worthwhile work.
After a very satisfying lunch, Keith Chappell swung into action and was master of ceremonies for the "Concert" which
most people seemed to enjoy very much and which showcased some amazing Shed talent

Rod Perceval treated us to 6 songs some of which had a very Christmas feel. Paul Karamaroudis then wowed us all
with a slide (lap steel) guitar version of the old 60s surf hit "Sleepwalk" originally performed by Santo and Johnny and
then by the Shadows. It's a good thing we have Paul - he does it better - if you were at the party, you be the judge,
this is the original: https://youtu.be/SUC7GrX-OzA
David Campbell and Joe Morrissey (Joe in drag - he is NOT a lovely woman!!) did a couple of excerpts from a recent
YassRep performance, Keith and Paul played a couple of instrumentals - with Peter Davidson playing Bass (in the key
of V Flat).
David Campbell Read several poems including "Cargoes" by John Masefield and "Owner Builder" and Lifestyles" both
by Roger Buckman. Peter Davidson and Randy Mandy Morrissey performed an hilarious item from another YassRep
performance in which Peter was a hesitant first time user of Mandy's naughty establishment and he tried valiantly
NOT to actually get to the bedroom. If you have seen Joe in drag you would understand Peter's dilemma!
Allan McGrath performed two of his inimitable poems, one about Cecil Burgess and the other "The Upper Murray"
about his appreciation of the southern NSW and northern Victorian high country. Fantastic.
John Pratten presented a great poem (which no-one understood - but that was the point) by C J Dennis called "The
Triantiwontigongolope". Wayne Stuart performed "The Yass Valley Council Elections 2021 - the Musical".
Make sure you make a mark in your 2022 diaries to come next time.

Article on Aaron Chatfield
Aaron is one of our members who has put a lot of planning and effort into our Bush Tucker Garden. Judith Davidson
(the better half of our esteemed leader – although how anyone could be better than Peter is a bit of a stretch – just

ask him) is a local historian and has investigated Aaron and his back history. This item appeared recently in the ACT
online newsletter The RiotACT – so our acknowledgements and thanks to them (and to Judith):
https://the-riotact.com/aaron-chatfields-passion-for-country-has-deep-historical-roots/511174
And, speaking of our Bush Tucker Garden, here is the latest “eye in the sky” photograph taken recently by Greg at GS
Aerial Imaging https://www.facebook.com/GSAerialImaging/ - check it out his facebook page (if you know how to
do that!!) for some fantastic images.

Other Projects completed or in progress
Rehabilitating Rudolf
Barry O’Mara from the SPIN Foundation brought 4 very
second hand fibreglass “Rudolfs” to the Shed s couple of
weeks ago – all of them needing new antlers.
Bruce Skillin took up the challenge and the photo, below
shows the handing back of the reindeer and their new
headgear.
The envelope being handed over by Peter Davidson
contained the $500 payment for our Christmas Lunch +
a $300 donation collected on the day of our Christmas
Party.

The Manse Heritage House in Rossi Street
Last time, I included photo of Trevor Cox and Alf Atkin working on the new decorative barge boards + Finials for this
project. The National Trust had a number of requirements all of which were a piece of cake for Trevor and
team. Apparently the Trust is very happy with the result!
Trevor was also helped to a significant degree by Allan Carey and Roger Holgate did some turning of the replacement
finials.
Trevor made 3 new barge boards and repaired one.
I have (again) shown the “in process” photo and the finished items painted and back on the house. The owner was so
pleased that he made a donation of $1,000 to the Shed.
Can you believe the talent we have and the extent to which having blokes willing to have a go helps community
members, and the Shed?

Montessori Trays
Back in May 2021, the Montessori School asked us if we could make them 100
small trays for use by the kids in their daily learning activities.
This followed up on a previous delivery of 12 trays in 2020 (which must have hit
the mark!)
The Montessori School is about to be significantly expended and will, once the
new building(s) come on stream) will triple the current enrolment from 30 to 90.
A modest team including Trevor Cox, Allan Carey, Chris Smith, Rod Perceval and Wayne Stuart have been doing
various things to help this project along (Trevor is the main man in actually doing most of the cutting and building).
At this point, over 60 trays have been completed – the photo shows 16 ready for painting with a protective lacquer
that dries clear.
Nest Boxes For the ANU
This project is finally approaching the end of its long process.
Some 50 boxes will be completed pretty soon.
Here is a photo of Rembrandt Warren painting another batch on Saturday
just gone.

Already 35 have been handed over to the ANU and the remaining ones are now in the final stages.
There are still five or six in the throes of final construction and some materials remain outstanding so the final couple
can be completed.
Many thanks to all those (too many for me to remember or mention) who have been involved.
Bob Nash Terrace progress
This project, too, is progressing satisfactorily.
Last Saturday, another step on the northern escape route was poured.
Peter Davidson, Chris Smith, Steve Bobos, Ian Bluett with Paul Scorgie supervising mixed several barrow loads of
concrete, delivered it to the site and managed to make it look like a very professional job.
Where do these blokes get their energy?

Membership News
New member Bill Ginn, has signed up recently – please make him welcome and sit down with him for a chat when
you see him – he is a really interesting bloke and is keen to meet members. Membership now stands at 95.
Clarrie Schlunke is doing well and is expected to be home for Christmas. We all wish you the very best Clarrie and
we all hope to see you again very soon.
Other stuff

Together, Thirrili Indigenous Suicide Postvention Service and StandBy Support After Suicide deliver postvention
services across Australia. Community members, services providers, interested parties and those bereaved or
impacted by suicide are invited to a 'Meet and Greet' style event to hear about the different support available in
South Eastern NSW.
This will be a great opportunity to connect in person, network and share some light refreshments while hearing
about the support available in your communities. Please join us for below locations and dates:
·
·
Queanbeyan: Thursday 16th December at 3:30pm
·
Yass: Friday 17th December at 11am
·
Goulburn: Friday 17th December at 3:30pm

You can find more information, venue details and register to attend your relevant session at
www.sensw.eventbrite.com.au. Please note: Due to COVID-19 restrictions, venues have strict capacity limits, we
strongly encourage you register your attendance to avoid any disappointment.
If you have any questions at all, please feel free to contact one of the organisers - Katie Darby from StandBy (0456
788 400, Katherine.darby@standbysupport.com.au) or Stephen Smith from Thirrili (0475 722 088,
Stephen.s@thirrili.com.au).
Kind regards,
Katie Darby (she/her)
NSW Support After Suicide Regional Coordinator
South Eastern NSW
M: 0456 788 400
E: Katherine.Darby@standbysupport.com.au
PO Box 2219 Burwood North, NSW 2134

Have a GREAT Christmas Chaps – unlike this ↓ poor bloke:

Wayne Stuart

25 January 2022
Joe’s Jottings.
This missive is the first this year. Indeed, it’s the first (from me) for quite a while. I’ll try to get them out fortnightly.
As you know things are pretty quiet at the moment, at the Shed and around the rest of the area. I’ll report on what I
know and on what others in the Shed (mainly the committee) tell me. It’s also short on frills. I’ll try to fix that next
time.
Of course, if there’s nothing to write I have two options:
1. Don’t send out a missive;
2. Make up some random stories about members which may be the output of a warped imagination!
So, it’s up to you. Let me have the news and I’ll put it out. Fortunately I have a very good reporter who is a great
asset. He provides me with stories and doesn’t take a cent in pay.
Top news.
Our recent President Allan McGrath is now the Mayor of Yass. That’s great news. I’m genuinely delighted at his
election. The wheel has come full circle as Allan was one of the prime movers for establishing the Shed.

There will be many demands on his time so we may not see him at the Shed as often as before. If you want to see
him in action, his first official engagement is at the Australia Day ceremonies on Wednesday.
What’s on?
The First Wednesday morning tea for Feb 2 has been cancelled due to Covid.
From the President.
New Patron
Congratulations to Yass Valley Shed founding member and past President, Allan McGrath on his becoming Yass
Valley Council’s new Mayor.
We are very pleased that Allan has accepted our invitation to become YVMS Patron. We are also pleased that we
will continue to see him at the Shed when his very busy schedule permits. Among other things, in case you haven’t
noticed, he continues to keep the front gardens in tip top order!
Garage Sale
Because of Covid uncertainties, we have postponed our proposed garage sale to some undetermined future date. In
the meantime, you are invited to rummage about and make a fair offer for any of the assortment of items that have
been gathering in the Shed foyer – we don’t need this stuff.
Carpet Cleaned
Anthony O’Connell (Jim’s Carpet Cleaning) has cleaned the smoko room carpet – with a fair degree of success: it’s
vastly better than it was!
Anthony did this for us without charge and has offered to come back regularly to keep the carpet in good order. He
has also offered to smarten up the smoko room tiled floor with his tile & grout cleaning machine.
Many thanks Anthony – what a great job – we can highly recommend your Jim’s Carpet Cleaning service.

Smoko Room Working Bee
Steve Bobos is organising a smoko room general cleanup working bee – probably on Monday 14 February. It sure
can use it. More details for all you busy bees soon – many hands make light work!
Nest Boxes
We have completed construction of the 45 greater glider nest boxes for the ANU (last 5 waiting calm fine weather
for spraying with fire-retardant paint). A great collaboration with the Hall Men’s Shed – we’ll organise a joint
celebration when the Covid situation calms down.
Bob Nash Terrace
Taken a while, but we have managed some progress on the Bob Nash Terrace, with the steps completed to the stage
where we can prepare for laying the paving and the pizza oven base – yes, we are thinking of building a pizza oven &
we are happy to have your expert contributions: both for constructing the oven and (when up & running) for
constructing the pizzas!

Other Projects
Assorted other projects are getting back on track – trays for the Montessori School, new railway carriage door; the
gardens and lawns are looking good and various restoration jobs are rolling in, including a wooden letterbox in the
form of a church, with windows and all!
Some have been so KEEN they have been mowing in the rain … is that a song?

Bruce Skillen gone completely mad!
Local Poet
Local Poet, Rob Gorman, dropped in recently to offer to recite some of his poems at one of our morning teas or
BBQ’s.
Something to look forward to when we decide the ‘coast is clear’ enough for us to re-start these monthly social
gatherings.
It’s not all work you know – a number of members whiled away a couple of very pleasant hours yesterday afternoon
sitting under the big shade tree enjoying the mild breeze – and shooting the breeze.
Pity I didn’t get a photo!!!!
“This is the life BOO BOO!”
Covid update.
As stated above we won’t have the first Wednesday morning tea as scheduled. The current Omicron variation is
exceptionally infectious. (Not my words, but those of a public health expert I was talking to the other day).
To reduce the spread we need to do three things:
1. Check in everywhere with the QR code;
2. Wear a mask – properly;
3. Get vaccinated.
On the vaccination front, there is a vaccination this coming Sunday 30th January. It is being held in the Community
Health Centre, (in the grounds of the hospital).
Details are here: https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/vaccination/get-vaccinated/nsw-health-vaccination-clinics#tocpop-up-vaccination-clinics
The clinic is from 10.00 to 3.00. It’s for Pfizer only, and ages 12 and over. (That covers us!) If you or someone you
know haven’t had a booster get it done this weekend. I understand that some people have been waiting for weeks
for an appointment or have had to go to Goulburn or Queanbeyan, the only permanent clinics near us.

Kristy McBain.
Wayne Stuart sent this message the other day:
“I was driving to Goulburn yesterday and had a call from Lindsay in Kristy’s Queanbeyan Office.
He had called to impart the news that Kristy had asked him to contact the Shed to make sure that all is well with us
and “is there any way in which she can help”? I couldn’t think of any specific “help” at the time and told him so –
“but leave it with me”…. Do we need to let Kristy’s Office know that there is a new regime and perhaps a new
contact point?
Our conversation ranged widely and I advised that our Shed is open (having regard for the important role it plays in
the lives of many members), but we are being VERY careful;
He asked for any interesting news – so I told him:
•

Our Ryobi Ride-on mower (funded by a grant from her office) is going really well and is an excellent
investment;

•

I also mentioned the Nest Boxes and Montessori Trays projects;

•

I mentioned that our President when she visited our Shed (Allan McGrath) is now our Yass Valley Mayor! He
seemed particularly interested in that little snippet; and

•

I took it on myself to invite her back when she is in Yass and at a loose end, if only to keep in touch, perhaps
have a drive of our mower and perhaps a morning or afternoon tea - when things settle again. “

Wayne has also asked that this certificate (hanging on the “Thank you” wall in the foyer) be added to the missive:

Joe Morrissey

13 April 2022
A Word from the President
Well, the Shed really is up and running for 2022 with lots of projects underway and more rolling in … and plenty of
birthdays to celebrate … and CAKE to eat!
Our 2022 AGM on Saturday 9 April has renewed our Committee and our spirits – though numbers were down –
perhaps due to many members attending or participating in the CanASSIST day at “Cliftonwood” (which was really
great, by the way); at least we did manage to get a quorum.
Welcome to the new Committee members, Steve Bobos (who is now YVMS Secretary), Tony Warren and Ian Bluett.
Having finished the Bob Nash Terrace paving, the guys are now steaming ahead paving the breezeway between the
workshop and the containers – great job!
There are plenty of projects to get on with – some small, some big; some inside, some out. Of course, in conformity
with long established Shed practice, you don’t have to get involved in any project unless you want to. You’re just as
welcome sitting and enjoying the sunshine and contributing by just being at the Shed.
Welcome especially to our new members.
Keep warm & well and enjoy the autumn.
Peter Davidson, President
YVMS Annual General Meeting – Saturday 9 April
The AGM was over in record time – new Committee members are:
Peter Davidson (President)

Keith Chappell (Vice President)

Steve Bobos (Secretary)

Reg Moebus (Treasurer)

David Campbell,

Ian Bluett

and

Tony Warren (Members)

Greater Glider Nest Boxes
In December and January, a number of members put a great effort in to
constructing 45 nest greater glider nest boxes for ANU post-bushfire research.
Hall Men’s Shed made another 45, a great collaborative effort between the
two Sheds.
Quite a few of the Hall Men’s Shed guys joined us at our first 2022 BBQ on 26
February.
Chris Smith, Judith and Peter Davidson spent 23 March in Tallaganda National
Park assisting James Skewes (Research Assistant, ANU) and two highly skilled
tree climbers set up greater glider nest boxes.
A fair bit of walking through the bush, mostly quite hilly, carrying boxes and
gear.
The team managed to get 10 boxes fixed 10+ metres up - pretty spectacular
climbing!

REALLY! HOW ON EARTH DID I
GET TALKED INTO THIS?
James Skewes (ANU), left, and
Peter Davidson carrying nest
boxes

GEORGE CLIMBING UP

NEARLY THERE!

TOM FIXING NEST BOX IN
PLACE

LUNCH – CHRIS LOOKS
PLEASED AT LAST!

Generous Donation - New 20t metal press
The Shed's metal shop now has a new 20t press made
by David Lynne, that he has generously given in
exchange for a few timber sleepers.
Much appreciated, David.
YVMS First “Member Competition” for 2022
Who can think of good things to do with this Press?
Any ideas?
•
•

Insert Wayne’s fingers if he will just not shut up?
How to fit more bickies in the bicky barrell?

All answers to Peter Davidson please. Judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.
Breezeway and Bob Nash Terrace Paving – a story in pictures (so far) This place just keeps getting better

Birthdays, around about now and looking forward about a month
7/4
14/4
29/4

Jeremy Wilson; 10/4 Ken Reidy; 11/4 Roger Holgate, Col Tonkin; 13/4 Brian Millett
Tommy Leydon; 17/4 Jeremy Sullivan; 23/4 Tim Gee; 27/4 Trevor Clunne
Richard McGuirk; 30/4 Grant Pearson

1/5
23/5
30/5

Raja Ahluwalia; 12/5 Paul O’Keefe; 13/5 Phillip O’Brien, Bob Richardson; 15/5 Alf Atkin
Allan Carey; 26/5 Trevor Hinman; 29/5 Clarrie Schlunke, Michael Pilbrow
Joe Morrissey, Brian Drew

Happy birthdays, chaps!
Don’t forget our cake policy boys
– if it is your birthday, you bring
the cake.
The upside is you bring one cake
each year and can then enjoy 97
brought by the rest of the
membership for a full year until
it is your turn again!
Here is the latest gastronomic
masterpiece that Roger Holgate
brought to celebrate his
birthday.
Clearly it was made by that
renowned artist, Marje (his
wife). I reckon for a small fee
Marje might agree to making all
98 cakes we will need for the
coming year?
Come on Rog – ask her the
question!

Membership News
Current Membership stands at exactly 100!! New members since the last Messenger (1/11/21) are: Graham Dash,
Bill Ginn, Grant Pearson, Rob McCarthy, Greg Phillips, Tommy Leydon, Tom Beecroft and Phil Trenowden.
A sincere welcome to all of you!
Membership Renewals: The 2022/23 Membership Year will commence on 1 June (only 4.3 weeks away).
Here is a note from the new Committee:
“The YVMS 2022 annual membership fee has been set at $30.
Please note this is an increase of $5 on last year. The increase is as a result of escalating insurance premiums.
Shortly you will receive notice of payment options.

Should this increase place undue pressure financially on any member please talk with a YVMS committee
member.
Additionally it has been decided to postpone the ‘Garage Sale’ proposed for Saturday 7 May until a firmer
plan for the event is in place. Stay tuned please.
All the best.
Steve Bobos (Secretary)”
We will be accepting payments for next year immediately (if you want to get in early). There will also be the Annual
reminders going out to all members probably later in May.
There are now three ways you can pay
1. Pay your $30.00 to a member of the Committee or leave an envelope suitably marked with your name and
purpose of the payment in the letterbox;
2. We now have a Point of Sale device so you can use a credit or debit card (see Wayne Stuart); or
3. Transfer $30 by EFT to the Shed Membership Account:
BSB: 032 771; A/C No: 209167.

The Yass Valley Men’s Shed is very grateful for the generous support of the following entities (in alphabetical order):
BarkerHarle (Consulting Engineers); Chris Beck Tree Removal; Bunnings (Belconnen); Dreamtime Connections;
Goodradigbee Bookkeeping; KidsBlitz (aka Allan McGrath); the Lansdowne Foundation; Millers Pharmacy, Yass;
Minister Katrina Hodgkinson, (former State Member for Burrinjuck); Pollack Concreting Services; Priceline Pharmacy
Yass; Scorgie Earthmoving; Southern Cable Services; Steve Bugden Plumbing; Supa IGA (Yass); Touie Smith Jnr;
Yass Concrite; Yass & District Printing; Yass Fire Brigade; YassFM; Yass Freemasons; Yass Lions Club; Yass Outdoor
Power Centre; Yass Rotary Club; Yass Valley Council; Yass Valley First Aid Training; Yass Valley Hire; Yass Valley
Physiotherapy; The Yass Valley Times; Woolworths (Yass).
Please let me know if you think the list is missing an important sponsor/supporter.
For information on Shed Opening Times, regular events and contacts: please click on this link
http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/
Download a Membership Form if you know someone who would like to join our Shed.
Click on this link http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf
and print the form for them.
If you want to see previous editions of the Messenger, you can find them all on the YVMS Website at this address
(just click on it): http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive - go back and dig up some YVMS archaeology.

Wayne Stuart

0419 292 022

