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Shed Opening Times  
 

• Tuesdays:  9am to Noon 

• Thursdays:  1.30pm to 4.30pm 

• Saturdays:  1.30pm to 4.30pms  

• Tuesdays: 2-3pm YVMS Exercise Class in 

the Community Centre 

• First Wednesday of each month:  10am to 

11.30am, “First Wednesday Morning Tea”  

• Last Saturday of the Month: 12.30 to 

1.30pm, Shed BBQ - $2  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 

 
Well, haven’t we had a most amazing year?  The way I see it is that it reminds me of a ride on the Big Dipper that I 
had at Luna Park in Sydney when I was young, stupid and bulletproof.  It was mostly terrifying, but after it was over, 
all I could remember was that it had been fun.  Rollercoaster year 2020 seems to have been a bit like that for me. 
 
Notwithstanding that we have been in lockdown for a number of months, we still managed to do some pretty good 
things, notably donate $3,000 to the Lions Club to purchase a large fully installed and operating water tank for 
someone seriously impacted by the fires early in the year, and then our trip to Tumbarumba to donate $4,500 to the 
local BlazeAid effort in clearing and rebuilding many hundreds of kilometres of fencing. 
 
We have had a year in which we have lost a number of valuable, valued and important members.  We have also met 
just as many new valuable, valued and important members.  Our Men’s Shed seems to be blessed with ongoing viability 
and regeneration.  Long may this be so! 
 
The current Committee will complete its current COVID term (2 years, not one as is normal) in April next year.  Some 
long-term members are well overdue for a rest and will be stepping away.  Please consider how you can help if you 
want this great little organisation to successfully march, head held high, into the 2020s.  It will not survive without 
gentle, low-key, new blood leadership.  IT IS NOT HARD! 

http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/
file:///C:/Users/wayne/AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/secretary@yassmensshed.org.au
http://www.facebook.com/yassvalleymensshed


 
For me the biggest single YVMS achievement this year has been getting our Bush Tucker Garden out of the wish list 
box and actually now having it a reality.  This has ALL been due to so many members responding generously to 
countless working bees, doing small (sometimes not so small) , but important, things out of sight in the background 
and having the energy and belief that we could actually do it.   
 
My sincere thanks to all of you – you are ALL my heroes! 
 
This is the final Messenger for 2020.  So, especially from me, have a great Christmas and New Year and may the coming 
year be one that repairs the damage and hurt that this year his imposed on us. 
 

 

Don’t feel shy about ringing a mate for a chat, or meeting for a coffee – it all helps! 
 
ws     Editor 
 
 

Message from the President – Allan McGrath  

  
 

 

Allan has asked me to apologise for no message from him this time.  “Life got in the way”.  I am 

sure he will provide a “report” on 2020 and his Christmas wishes for a Monday Missive in the next 

month or so.   

 

ws Ed 

 

 
Message from the Workshop Manager – Roger Holgate  

 
2020 has certainly been a year to be remembered, or possibly better to forget, although not all has been bad.  There 
have not been any major workshop activities to report but we still get the odd request which helps with running costs. 
 
During the second lockdown we took delivery of a MIG Welder which has now been installed and is operational.  Please 
talk to Dave Lynne for tuition and training on this machine and remember to make a contribution for personal use as 
consumables are quite expensive.  (eg.  Gas and welding wire for a start.) 
 
There has also been a little “Hiccup” with the Milling Machine which we are hoping will just be the replacement of a 
circuit board. 
 
The local Farmers Markets have not been held since February but the Craft shops have been enjoying record sales 
since re opening.     
 
There is interest in the phone amplifiers of which we have sold about six since the idea was given to us.  I have printed 
plans and would show anyone who is interested how to go about making them, they easily sell for $40 and do not take 
a great effort to make. 
 
As one of the longest serving members of the Shed I have seen pretty much all that has happened over the years and 
must say that I am very impressed with the appearance of the shed surrounds at the moment, including the Bush 
Tucker Gardens.   
 
I would like to congratulate all involved in these works and trust that future members will follow up with maintenance 
and keep the place something to be proud of. 
 

  

As this is the last Messenger for the year I will take the opportunity to wish you all a very happy festive 
season and look forward to happy and enjoyable times in 2021. 
 

Roger Holgate. 



McGuigan’s Mouthwatering Messenger Munchies  

 
HOMEMADE ICE CREAM. 
 

• 2 eggs 

• 100g icing sugar 

• 1 teaspoon vanilla essence 

• 500ml ( small Jar ) whipped cream 

• Peanut butter 3 tablespoons approx. you can flavor the ice cream with whatever you like 
 
Method 
 
Break eggs into food processor, add vanilla essence, turn the processor on, feed in the icing sugar a small amount at 
a time. In a separate bowl whip the cream until thick not stiff.  
 
Add the peanut butter to the egg and sugar mixture then stir into the cream until amalgamated. freeze for at least 4 
hrs. 
 
With the peanut ice cream you can drizzle it with honey sprinkle with roasted pistachio nuts. 
 
The other night I just topped the ice cream with sliced banana and grapes. 
 
If you don’t like Peanut butter you can add fruit puree, strawberry's, marmalade, almost any flavor you like. 
 
It is all done just in your fridge freezer. 
 
JAPANESE TOMATO SALAD. 
 

• 2 ripe tomatoes sliced into thin rounds. 

• 1/2red onion very thinly sliced into rings 

• salt and black pepper 
 
DRESSING. 
 

• 2 tsp rice vinegar 

• 1/2 tsp caster sugar 

• 1 tsp soy sauce 

• 1tsp sesame oil. 
 
Arrange the onion and tomato on a plate season  well with salt and pepper. Mix together the dressing ingredients 
and pour over salad.  Serve immediately. 
 
Can be served chilled - does lose a little flavour, but is more refreshing and firmer. 
 

 

 
Len 

 
 
Items of interest taken from Monday Missives since the last Messenger 

 
I have chosen items from the last 3 months that I think are milestones in our journey and a formal record of activity 
and progress since the last Messenger.  They are taken in monthly sequence – not in any order of priority or 
importance. 
 



17 August 2020 
 

Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 

 

• YVMS COVID 19 Lockdown –  Virus outbreaks are continuing in various parts of NSW and starting in some 
regional areas.  It is, therefore, too soon for us to consider re-opening just yet.  The Committee will look at the 
situation in a couple of weeks’ time if the situation appears to be improving.  Please accept our apology for 
this tough decision and rest assured that the Shed will open again as soon as it is safe to do so. 

 

• Financial memberships stand at 93 – pretty good  considering you are all locked out and cannot enjoy the 
place.  On behalf of the Committee and other members, I congratulate and thank you for your ongoing 
support.  It is important to keep the place viable and your memberships are the best way for that to 
happen.  Well done!!  Perhaps those members who have overlooked the need to renew might catch up again 
soon, so we can hit the magic 100 financial members and be able to boast that we are one of the most 
successful Sheds in the land! 
 

• I have been trying to find out some detail concerning whether our $3,000 donation to the Lions Club to fund a 
Bush Fire Recovery fully installed and operating water tank has happened yet.  A couple of calls for an update 
have gone unanswered so far.  I will try to have that info for you next time.  Members were very generous 
during the Fund Raising Campaign.  The least I can do is bring you news of the final outcome. 

 

 

Be careful everyone and I challenge ALL members to wear a mask when in public and distancing is a challenge. 
 
ws   Editor  0419 292 022 

 
Living memorial to our members who have died 

 
Allan McGrath and I (in one of our recent COVID-distanced Conversations) were commenting on the burgeoning 
number of Members’ name tags which now appear on our Memorial Board in the Kay Lemon Room.   

 
We considered how we might have a more obvious, public and physical memorial for members who “have left the 
building” before us – not to mention something to remind members of us when we are gone! 
 
You will be aware that we are trying to improve all the garden and public spaces around the Shed – including the 
garden space between the car park and Yass Valley Way which is long overdue for a makeover. 
 
You will also be aware that Rosemary is a plant used as a remembrance icon. 
 
We have become aware of up to 40 relatively advanced Rosemary Plants (12 to 15 inches) for $3 per plant.  Allan and 
I have decided to grab them before we miss out so we can plant a Memorial Rosemary Hedge commemorating all of 
our members who have died.  We will probably organise a planting event soon.   
 
Should we determine after that planting event that we need more plants to make the Rosemary hedge look its best, 
Graeme Fountain has offered to put a large bucket of plants we will be trying to strike into one of his greenhouses – 
probably when it warms up a bit.   
 
Alternatively, we might be able to source more at that excellent price from the supplier. 
 
This initial purchase will be funded from our Project funds – NOT the NSW Bush Tucker Garden Grant money. 
 
A longer-term positive spin off from this is that we will have ample Rosemary for making ANZAC Day wreaths going 
forward.  Up until now it has always been a bit of a challenge to get enough of the stuff. 
 



Bush Tucker Garden update 
 

 

Notwithstanding that we are in lockdown, a couple of members call by from time to time 
to check on security, keep an eye on the garden and do any small jobs that might need 
doing to keep it going.  One bit of recent good news is that the recent significant rain did 
not cause any issues in the Shed. 
 
However, there things happening to keep the purchases of equipment and plants on track 
(and for which the Shed does not need to be open).  Here are a couple of those updates: 

 
We have taken delivery of the pretty spiffy sign (made 
for us by DeSigns by Joe just up the road from the 
Veterinary hospital) 
 
We will store this sign until the Garden is much more 
advanced and then install it between the Containers 
and the Garden, so that visitors will get  more info 
about what we are doing and our longer term 
intentions. 
 
This is how it looks  → 
 
One of our intrepid photographers was there just the 
other day and spied this strange looking bird enjoying 
fishing for pink shrimp in the Dreamtime Billabong. 
 
We are not sure what the bird is (sunburnt emu?  Pink 
bin chicken?  Monochrome galah?  Pink Swan Lake? 
Dodo Donald after finding the wrong bottle of hair 
dye?) 

 
 

 
 

Anyone who thinks they can identify this bird will be famous.  Don’t ask Roger or Marj Holgate – they have no idea!! 
It’s great to have wildlife visiting (not to mention the very good rain in recent times.) 
 
With any luck, when the warm weather returns the garden will suddenly become lush and productive really quickly. 
 
A roadside “COMMUNITY BUSH TUCKER GARDEN” sign is currently in preparation and should be finished and ready 
for installation with the other signs on Yass Valley Way in the next couple of weeks.  We will probably install it soon 
after we reopen (we don’t want people investigating until the garden is a bit more established and we can get back 
and control it a bit). 
 
In the meantime, I am working on a longer form, magazine type article for the Yass Valley Times reporting on the 
inspiration for and the road we have travelled to get the Bush Tucker Garden established.  I am also talking to 
Archaeologist and local History buff Dr Aedeen Cremin (the mother of Shed Hero Dara Madden) who, I understand, is 
currently writing a book on Yass Gardens and would like to have some info on our BTG.  Fingers crossed, we might end 
up in the National Library of Australia! 
 
Will these blokes get time off for good behaviour in the Hereafter? 
 
Sitting at the dining table for a meeting in the Catholic Presbytery it dawned on Bob Nash that there was something 
not quite right about the painting of Yass that has hung in the Presbytery for years - it was no longer hanging above 
the buffet, but had somehow come adrift - miraculously without smashing glassware or the buffet itself!  
 
How long had it been innocently sitting on the back of the buffet, unnoticed?  
 
No sooner had the word gone out and the team assembled  ↓.  



 

 

 

The rehanging of the 1858 Grube painting of Yass was efficiently and effectively achieved. Allan Carey, Len McGuigan, 
Peter Davidson, Allan Carey, Len McGuigan and Bob Nash had this valuable record of early Yass back in its rightful 
place above the sideboard in the Presbytery in no time. Keep an eye out for the background story to Mr Grube and his 
painting (in the Yass Valley Times – soon).   
 
Words and pictures courtesy Judith Davidson. 
 
Who says we have to stay away from the Shed? 
 

 
 
31 August 2020 
 
Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 
 

• YVMS COVID 19 Lockdown –  Virus outbreaks are continuing (but in quite small numbers (and far from us, 
luckily) in various parts of NSW.  In light of this experience, the Committee has tentatively decided to reopen 
the Shed on Tuesday 8 September provided things stay as they are now.   
 

• Financial memberships stands at 95 – pretty good  considering you have all been locked out and cannot enjoy 
the place.  On behalf of the Committee and other members, I congratulate and thank you for your ongoing 
support.  It is important to keep the place viable and your memberships are the best way for that to 
happen.  Well done!!   
 

 

Be careful everyone, and I challenge ALL members to wear a mask when in public and obey the distancing challenge. 
 
ws   Editor  0419 292 022 
I will continue to practice this masked man thing for a while yet, I expect. 



Important Calendar items for the next Month or so  
 
Tuesday 1 September - YVMS Memorial Garden for members who have gone before us to the Big Men’s Shed in the 
Sky 
 
There will be a working bee in the front garden starting at around 9am tomorrow (Tuesday 1 September).  We have 
purchased 40 Rosemary plants and will be planting them in a hedge configuration in the garden bed between Yass 
Valley Way and the carpark. 
 
Chris Beck has agreed to deliver a large load of mulch to the verge hopefully in time for the working bee.  
 
We are hoping 10 or a dozen members will show up (with wheelbarrows if possible) and help us knock it over in a 
couple of hours.  The to do list includes: 
 

• Bruce Skillin has poisoned all the grass and weeds in the garden bed (on Saturday 29 August) so that we do 
not have to waste time removing all of that grass etc.  The subsequently applied thick mulch cover will happily 
kill off whatever life remains in those weeds.  Many thanks to Bruce – YVMS Hero of the Month?? 

• Dig 40 holes 50cm apart starting at the signs near the driveway  and proceeding to the West.  If we decide we 
need more plants we will obtain them later; 

• Plant one plant in each hole and fill (we will have bags of potting mix to help the plants establish); 

• Water each one in as we go; 

• Once plants are in, wheelbarrow and spread mulch around the plants to cut down on future maintenance of 
the garden and maintain weed suppression.  (If the mulch does not appear in time, this can be a working bee 
for another day); 

• If time permits also move mulch to the Western end of the carpark where Allan Carey is also about to start a 
major planting event with as large number of plants he has been growing at his home. 

• At noon, we down tools and go to the Clubhouse Hotel Bistro for lunch – all welcome. 
 
Bush Tucker Garden update 
 

 

Notwithstanding that we have been in lockdown, a couple of members call by from time 
to time to check on security, keep an eye on the garden and do any small jobs that might 
need doing to keep it going.  The recent good rain seems to have done no damage at all. 
 
However, the minor purchases of equipment and plants remains on track (and for which 
the Shed does not need to be open).  Here are a couple of those updates: 

 
A roadside “COMMUNITY BUSH TUCKER GARDEN” sign is currently in preparation and should be finished and ready 
for installation with the other signs on Yass Valley Way very soon.  We will probably install it soon after we reopen.   
 
This is what it looks like now – needs another coat of paint on the lettering.  And before you start – the sign is meant 
to look old and rustic – just like all the others! 
 

 
 
In the meantime, I have submitted a magazine type article for the Yass Valley Times reporting on the inspiration for 
and the road we have travelled to get the Bush Tucker Garden to its current point.   
 
I am hoping that item will be published this coming Wednesday or perhaps next week 
 
I am also talking to Archaeologist and local History buff Dr Aedeen Cremin (the mother of Shed Hero Dara Madden) 
who, I understand, is currently writing a book on Yass Gardens and would like to have some info on our BTG.  I have 
provided her some text and pictures.  Fingers crossed, we might end up in the National Library of Australia! 



Who says we are too old to keep up? (courtesy Joe Morrissey) 
 

 
 
14 September 2020 
 
Recent events and news 
 
Memorial Garden to celebrate and remember YVMS Members who are now attending the Big Men’s Shed in the Sky 
 

You will notice that the garden fairies have been active 
in your absence and our Memorial Garden to Shed 
Members who have passed away is now planted with 
40 Rosemary bushes and mulched in the garden bed 
between Yass Valley Way and the Shed Carpark.  It 
looks fantastic and has already beautified the area 
amazingly. 
 
If you are impressed, next time you see Allan McGrath, 
Roger Holgate, Allan Carey (Super-Hero), Peter 
Davidson, Mac McLean, Grant Johnston, John Pratten, 
Ross Stirton, Ian Bluett, Rod Perceval, Mike Poulton, 
Tony Warren, Richard Ball, Bruce Skillin and Chris 
Smith, give them all a big pat on the back!  Even if you 
are not impressed, give them a big pat anyway! 
 
The other BIG advantage of doing this work is that we 
seem to have frightened away the large trailer that has 
been parked there for more than 6 months and taking 
up 5 carparks. 

 

 

 

  



 
Here is an acknowledgment note we have received from Shed Co-Patron and Yass Valley Mayor: 
 

Subject: Re: Improvements in landscaping and street appeal at the Men's Shed 
 
I drove past the other day and noticed how much better it looked - well done to you all.  Regards 
Rowena 
Cr Rowena Abbey | Mayor | 

  
Bush Tucker Garden update 
  

 

I have a personal ambition of finishing the spending of the NSW Government $4,500 Grant 
funds before mid October so we can acquit the Grant and get on with the fun of actually 
developing the garden and, hopefully, inviting the Community in to see it. 
 
With any luck, outstanding plants and equipment purchases will be complete in the next 
couple of weeks. 

  
You might have noticed we got a big splash in last week’s Yass Valley Times (YVT)  with some history of the Shed, 
photos and the Bush Tucker Garden Story.  Well worth the $2 all by itself! 
 
The Shed also got a front page story (with photos) in this week’s YVT telling the story of a major historical painting of 
Yass Township done in 1858 (162 years ago!!) and which needed rehanging in its current home (the Catholic 
Presbytery) as its wall fixings had failed.  Bob, Nash, Allan Carey, Len McGuigan and Peter Davidson flew the flag for 
us and we get more good press in Yass.  Thanks, boys. 
 
 
In the absence of Roger Holgate’s much admired workshop and machine familiarisation events during lockdown, I 
thought I would try to help (with the able assistance of Warwick Sainsbery, my Consultant and key adviser on this 
little effort)  (PS.  If you have seen these before, don’t blame me, Warwick forced me) 

TOOLS AND HOW TO USE THEM EXPLAINED  
 

 

SKIL SAW: 
 
A portable cutting tool used to make boards too short. 
 

 

BELT SANDER: 
 
An electric sanding tool commonly used to convert minor touch-up jobs into major refinishing 
jobs. 
 

 

WIRE WHEEL: 
 
Cleans paint off bolts and then throws them somewhere under the workbench at the speed of 
light.  Also removes fingerprints and hard-earned calluses from fingers in about the time it takes 
you to say, 'Oh shit'. 
 

 

DRILL PRESS: 
 
A tall upright machine useful for suddenly snatching flat metal bar stock out of your hands so 
that it smacks you in the chest and flings your beer across the room, denting the freshly-
painted project which you had carefully set in the corner where nothing could get to it. 
 

 

Channel Locks: 
 
Used to round off bolt heads. Sometimes used in the creation of blood-blisters. 
 



 

HACKSAW: 
 
One of a family of cutting tools built on the Ouija board principle... It transforms human energy 
into a crooked, unpredictable motion, and the more you attempt to influence its course, the 
more dismal your future becomes. 

 

VISE-GRIPS: 
 
Generally used after pliers to completely round off bolt heads. If nothing else is available, they 
can also be used to transfer intense welding heat to the palm of your hand.   
 

 

OXYACETYLENE TORCH: 
 
Used almost entirely for igniting various flammable objects in your shop and creating a fire. 
Also handy for igniting the grease inside the wheel hub out of which you want to remove a 
bearing race. 
 

 

TABLE SAW: 
 
A large stationary power tool commonly used to launch wood projectiles for testing wall 
integrity.  
 
Very effective for digit removal !! 
 

 

HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK: 
 
Used for lowering an automobile to the ground after you have installed your new brake shoes, 
trapping the jack handle firmly under the bumper. 
 

 

BAND SAW: 
 
A large stationary power saw primarily used by most shops to cut large pieces into smaller 
pieces that more easily fit into the trash after you cut on the inside of the line instead of the 
outside edge. 
 
Expert users are often seen forcing or bending the blade during use so that the guides for the 
band are destroyed or remodelled, thus improving the inaccuracy of cutting for the next user. 

 

TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST: 
 
A tool for testing the maximum tensile strength of all the crap you forgot to disconnect. 
 
 

 

PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER: 
 
Normally used to stab the vacuum seals under lids or for opening old-style paper-and-tin oil 
cans and splashing oil on your shirt; but can also be used, as the name implies, to strip out 
Phillips screw heads. 
 

 

STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER: 
 
A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes used to convert common slotted screws into non-
removable  screws and butchering your palms. 
 

 

PRY BAR: 
 
A tool used to crumple the metal surrounding that clip or bracket you needed to remove in 
order to replace a 50 cent part. 

 

PVC PIPE CUTTER: 
 
A tool used to make plastic pipe too short. 
 



 

HAMMER: 
 
Originally employed as a weapon of war, the hammer nowadays is used as a kind of divining rod 
to locate the most expensive parts adjacent the object we are trying to hit. 
 

 

UTILITY KNIFE: 
 
Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard cartons delivered to your front door. 
Works particularly well on contents such as seats, vinyl records, liquids in plastic bottles, 
collector magazines, refund checks, and rubber or plastic parts. Especially useful for slicing work 
clothes, but only while in use. 
 

SON OF A BITCH TOOL:  
Any handy tool that you grab and throw across the garage while yelling 'Son of a bitch' at the top of your lungs.  
It is also, most often, the next tool that you will need. 
 

 

 
28 September 2020 
 
Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 
   

• YVMS COVID 19 Lockdown –  Is over.  Any further lockdowns will occur if: 
➢ NSW suddenly develops clusters or outbreaks near us that the Committee considers dangerous for our 

members; or 
➢ Members do not observe our Shed COVID Safe practices (hand cleaning; social distancing and general good 

COVID Safe practices). 
  

• Financial memberships stand at 99 – pretty good  considering you have all been locked out and have not been 
able to  enjoy the place.  

•   

 

Be careful everyone, and I challenge ALL members to wear a mask when in public and obey the  
distancing challenge. 
  
ws   Editor  0419 292 022 
 
I will continue to practice this masked man thing for a while yet, I expect. 

  
Recent events and news 
 
It is very noticeable that all members who are now coming back seem very keen to get in and actually do things.  I 
have walked into the Kay Lemon Room on many occasions and found it to be a bit of a ghost town.  No-one having a 
coffee, no chats with mates etc (although those things are happening elsewhere on the premises).  What seems to be 
happening is attention to catching up with workshop projects that have been on hold, lots of action in the garden and 
especially at the front of the Shed to improve the ambience and view from Yass Valley Way. 
 
Many thanks to all members who are really putting in and helping us get back into good shape.  You are all heroes! 
 
 
Important Calendar items for the next Month or so  
  
Tuesday 29 September 2 to 3pm  - YVMS Exercise Group is up and running again in the Community Centre.  Come 
along and try to knock off some of those COVID kilos in preparation for stepping out in the budgie smugglers and 
YVMS polos again this coming summer. 
 
Wednesday 30 September 3pm visit to the Liberty Theatre.  Paul Brennan has invited the Men’s Shed to visit the 
Liberty Theatre next Wednesday afternoon to get a better appreciation of the asset we have and the potential and 
possibilities that icon offers our town.  For safety, the limit of attendees is 30 – so first in (by RSVPing me), will be on 
the list.  I have seen it and it is pretty damned terrific (already) and can only get better. 



Saturday 31 October – Last Saturday BBQ is back!!).  Tim Gee, our esteemed and expert YVMS BBQ aficionado has 
advised me that he is ready to start the monthly BBQ celebrations again starting on Saturday 31 October.  All the 
arrangements remain the same.  12.30 kick off.  $2 per serve.  Soft drinks available (if it ever warms up again!!) 
 
Saturday 31 October – BIG celebrations in the Bush Tucker Garden (BTG).   
 
1. We have invited Wendy Tuckerman MP to the garden on the afternoon of Saturday 31 October to officially open 

the BTG.  This appointment has been added to her diary and will only be changed if we need to change the plan. 
 
2. On the same day and at the same time, two Yass Editors (Aedeen Cremin and Julie Campbell) are intending to 

launch a new Electronic Book that showcases the Gardens of Yass (our BTG included!).  Blanket invitations have 
been issued to members of the Yass & District Garden Club and the Yass and District Historical Society.  Our famous 
member, Aaron Chatfield has been booked to perform that official launch.  We have offered our BTG for the event 
as it offers lots of good space for social distancing etc. Obviously, we will have COVID Safe practices in place on 
the day (hand washing, sign in books etc).  We will not be offering refreshments at this event. 

 
Bush Tucker Garden update 
  

 

My personal ambition of finishing the spending of the NSW Government’s $4,500 Grant 
funds before mid October so we can acquit the Grant and get on with the fun of actually 
developing the garden and, hopefully, inviting the Community in to see it has been 
achieved! 
 
We spent the last of the NSW Grant dollars last week and the Grant has now been finalised 
and acquitted. 

  
We will now move to the completion of the garden plan so that we can then move on to the ultimate stage, which will 
be maintenance and ongoing development.  We are hoping that the Yass Valley Community might get involved and 
we will see visitors planting, weeding, watering and other activities that will help the garden become a major place to 
visit in the town.  Perhaps one day the Yass Information Office will direct visitors to the garden as an iconic destination? 
 
Current activity includes: 

• More mulch is on the way – so more working bees will be announced soon 

• More plants are on the way – planting events will be announced 

• Peter Davidson has already started making plant identification signage – small group to attach signs to stakes and 
then place them next to the RIGHT plants will start to happen soon.  We have a colourful sign for planting in one 
of the garden beds close to the back of the Shed.  We will obtain a couple of bags of premix concrete and erect 
that sign just before the 31 October event (it provides some detailed information on the reasons for our garden 
and also acknowledges the NSW $4,500 funding); and 

• A new BTG Roadside sign is ready to install, 
but not before the BTG is ready for visitors 
– so, probably just before 31 October.  We 
have reconfigured the Roadside sign 
arrangement and this is what it will look 
like when finally installed:  → 

 
Please note how the bloke wearing the YVMS 
polo really looks the part and the bloke trying 
to draw attention to himself by wearing the 
“rag to a bull” red shirt while holding a drill   

seems to fade into obscurity?  The bloke in the middle is decoration – into everyone’s life some beauty must come!. 
 

Know when you have lost the fight 
 

The tribal wisdom of the Dakota Indians, passed on from generation to generation, says that;  “When you discover 
that you are riding a dead horse, best strategy is to dismount".      
  



However, in government, more advanced strategies are often  employed, such  as: 
 
1. Buying a stronger whip. 
2. Changing  riders. 
3. Appointing a committee to study the horse. 
4.  Arranging to visit other countries to see how other cultures ride dead  horses. 
5. Lowering the standards so that dead horses can be  included. 
6. Reclassifying the dead horse as  living-impaired. 
7. Hiring outside contractors to ride the dead  horse. 
8. Harnessing several dead horses together to increase speed. 
9. Providing additional funding and/or training to  increase the dead horse's performance. 
10. Doing a productivity study to see if lighter riders would improve the dead horse's performance.  
11. Declaring that as the dead horse does not have to  be fed, it is less  costly, carries lower overhead and therefore 
contributes substantially more to the bottom line of the economy than do some other  horses. 
12. Rewriting the expected performance requirements for  all horses. 
                And of course.... 
13 Promoting the dead horse to a supervisory position. 
 
If you don't understand this  theory, you haven't lived long enough. 

 

 YVMS Committee always on duty 
 
Don’t panic, chaps.  Notwithstanding that we do our banking with Westpac, our focussed and relentless Treasurer 
will have his eye on our accounts to make sure Westpac does NOT pay that fine with our $1.3 billion! 
 

 
 
4 October 2020 
 
Recent events and news 
 

Visit to the Liberty Theatre 
 
5 blokes showed up last Wednesday and 
had the benefit of a tour and discussion on 
plans and expectations. 
 
I have to say (on my own behalf) that I am 
pretty impressed and can certainly see the 
potential, if only someone with vision (and 
funds) takes the plunge.   
 
Listening to Paul Brennan, it seems the list 
of possibilities for use of the Theatre are 
almost unlimited, surely making it a viable 
business opportunity? 

 



AMSA has produced a TV Advert for Men’s Sheds.  I don’t know about you blokes, but I think there might be better 
ways to spend COVID scarce funds (perhaps circulate a fully funded booklet on male breast cancer to all Sheds as a 
community service?  Perhaps issue a challenge to all Men’s Sheds Australia wide to take up our challenge to raise 
$1m for farmers struggling in the drought a couple of years ago?).  However, I have been asked to circulate this 
news, so here it is: 
 

 

 

  

 

  New video sends strong message about the Men's Shed    
 

  

Dear Shedders 
Happy Men's Shed Week from the AMSA team. 
It's wonderful to see so many people celebrating the Men's Shed, if only in spirit, given the ongoing 
challenges presented by the pandemic.  
Please click on the image above to see our new 30-second Community Service Announcement video 
(if you haven't already!)   
It's available on Youtube, along with a number of other short videos featuring Shedders.  
These have been produced to mark Men's Shed Week and to encourage people all over Australia to 
"find a shed near you." 
Although many Sheds are now back up and running, for many others it's still a case of shoulder to 
shoulder, virtually. 
Another easy way to share the video is via Facebook, an opportunity many Shedders have already 
seized on. This link will take you straight to the video on the Australian Men's Shed Association's 
Facebook page. It's great to see so many Shedders embracing these platforms. 

  

 

 
Important Calendar items for the next Month or so  
  
Wednesday 7 October 10 to 11.30am – First Wednesday Morning Tea  Yes, its back!!  We will be doing COVID Careful 
stuff but cafes are operating again, and, if we are good, so can we.  Stephen Hows has donated some great cake for 
that first event after the lockdown.  Thank him when you see him!  Hope to see lots of you. 
 
Saturday 31 October – Last Saturday BBQ is back!!).  Tim Gee, our esteemed and expert YVMS BBQ aficionado has 
advised me that he is ready to start the monthly BBQ celebrations again starting on Saturday 31 October.  All the 
arrangements remain the same.  12.30 kick off.  $2 per serve.  Soft drinks available (if it ever warms up again!!).  After 
that, hang around for the celebrations to happen a bit later in the day↓ 
 
Saturday 31 October – BIG celebrations in the Bush Tucker Garden (BTG).   
 
3. We have invited Wendy Tuckerman MP to the garden on the afternoon of Saturday 31 October to officially open 

the BTG.  This appointment has been added to her diary and will only be changed if we need to change the plan. 
 
4. On the same day and at the same time, two Yass Editors (Aedeen Cremin and Julie Campbell) are intending to 

launch a new Electronic Book that showcases the Gardens of Yass (our BTG included!).  
 

Obviously, we will have COVID Safe practices in place on the day (hand washing, sign in books etc).  We will not be 
offering refreshments at this event. 

https://login.visionscapedirect.com.au/t/i-l-mbuddt-jijjjithjl-t/
https://login.visionscapedirect.com.au/t/i-l-mbuddt-jijjjithjl-i/
https://login.visionscapedirect.com.au/t/i-l-mbuddt-jijjjithjl-j/


Bush Tucker Garden update 
  

 

We have now moved (with passion and energy) to the implementation and home-straight 
phase.  All the money is spent and apart from our final deliveries and plantings of more 
plants, we are at the point of getting the garden areas up to the best possible condition 
for the official opening on 31 October (only 26 sleeps!). 
 
Last Saturday, Tony Warren, Allan McGrath, Chris Smith, Allan Carey, David Campbell, 
Graham Pagden and Ian Bluett arrived and moved most of the Mulch Mountain Chris Beck 
had delivered only a couple of days earlier.  Many thanks to those volunteers – heroes 
all!  It is always amazing to me how so few men can move so much mulch so quickly. 

  
With that effort, the area of grass in the BTG has now been reduced by a further tennis court size (approx.)  Less 
mowing and easier maintenance going forward.  This will now allow us to concentrate on installing a couple of rustic 
benches, the official BTG sign and also to start spreading some of the road base at the opening breezeway between 
the containers and the Shed to make an all-weather sitting area (further reducing grass area) and allowing us to set 
up tables and chairs semi permanently for coffee, chat, enjoying the view etc. 
 
If I can be bold, can I ask members to be even more generous and help us knock the tail end of this project over in 
the next couple of weeks and then we can all relax during the coming hot weather.  Many thanks to all members 
who have been so generous with their time and energy so far – the end is DEFINITELY in sight! 
 
How COVID 19 has saved us from WWIII 

 

 

 

 COVID Lessons (with thanks, to my brother, Ross) 
 

Entrepreneurial opportunities:   
T-shirt slogans:   

• I’ll stop drinking when the economy improves.   

• If you can read this, you are not practising social distancing.   
Bumper sticker:   

• Quarantini: Like a martini but you drink it at home, alone, in your PJs. 
 
 
19 October 2020 
 
Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 
  

• Financial memberships now stands at 100 – Perhaps those members who have overlooked the need to renew 
might catch up again soon (sneaky hint: BSB 032 771  A/C No: 209167  $25.00), so we can beat last year’s high 
of 107 financial members and be able to boast that we are one of the most successful Sheds in the land! 
 

  

Be careful everyone, and I challenge ALL members to wear a mask when in public and obey the  
distancing challenge. 
  
ws   Editor  0419 292 022 



 Recent events and news 
 

The Great YVMS Paver Saver Challenge 
 
Grant Johnston has recently moved into his new 
house and decided that some 60 square metres of 
paving bricks did not suit his plans and ambitions 
for the place.   
 
Rather than make a fortune by selling them he 
offered them to the Shed, gratis, and on Thursday 
more members than I can count or record here, 
showed up at Grant’s place and at the Shed to pick 
up/load and unload/store all of those bricks  (it felt 
like 3.5million of them). 
 
As usual with Shed working bees, the job was very 
efficiently conducted and we were finished in just 
over 2 hours.   
 
Unbebloodylievable!  Here is Grant’s report: 
 
“On an absolutely glorious Thursday morning, the 
guys from the Shed were at it again; proving the 
adage that many hands make light work, the 
blokes completely denuded my back yard of 
pavers.  
 
What was anticipated to be a three hour+ job was 
ultimately finished in around 2, with no reported 
injuries, plenty of banter and (I believe) a real 
sense of achievement.  
 
The spoils of the morning’s efforts are now neatly 
stacked behind the Community Centre, awaiting 
redeployment to various locales in and around the 
Shed.  
 
Many thanks to all who assisted; I’m frequently 
awed by the efforts of the YVMS, and I’m proud to 
be a part of this incredible group.  
 
Cheery bits,  Gruntski. “ 
 
AND, as if that is not enough, when the last ute 
arrived and was unloaded, Grant then set about 
cooking us all a BBQ lunch.  Hero of the week? 
 
Here → is how the job went at Grant’s place: 
 
AND 
 
See next page for the other end (unloading and 
stacking stage) of the project ↓ 
 
Pretty spiffing, no? 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Important Calendar items for the next Month or so  
  
Saturday 31 October – Last Saturday BBQ is back!!).  Tim Gee, our esteemed and expert YVMS BBQ aficionado has 
advised me that he is ready to start the monthly BBQ celebrations again starting on Saturday 31 October.  All the 
arrangements remain the same.  12.30 kick off.  $2 per serve.  Soft drinks available.  After that, hang around for the 
celebrations to happen a bit later in the day↓ 
 
Saturday 31 October – BIG celebrations in the Bush Tucker Garden (BTG).   
 
5. Wendy Tuckerman MP, the Member for Goulburn, has been invited and has accepted to come to the garden on 

the afternoon of Saturday 31 October to officially open the BTG.   
 
6. On the same day and immediately following, two Yass Editors (Aedeen Cremin and Julie Campbell) have arranged 

the launch a new Electronic Book that showcases the Gardens of Yass (our BTG included!).  We have offered our 
BTG for the event as it offers lots of good space for social distancing etc.   

 
Obviously, we will have COVID Safe practices in place on the day (hand washing, sign in books etc).  We will not be 
offering refreshments at this event. 
 
The proposed timeline for this event is: 
 

• 3.30pm:  All assemble in the Bush Tucker Garden (need to sign in and use hand wash on arrival, social 
distancing to be observed (also, wearing of masks is encouraged); 

 

• 3.45pm:  Official Welcome:  Allan McGrath, President Yass Valley Men’s Shed; and 
   Welcome to Country, Brad Bell from the Onerwal Lands Council. 

 

• 4.00pm: Wendy Tuckerman MP to formally open the Bush Tucker Garden; 
 

• 4.15pm:  Aaron Chatfield to officially launch the Gardens of Yass Book. 
 
Afterwards, all visitors will be free to wander around the garden to see what is happening and to hear of our future 
plans etc.  This Bush Tucker Garden is a Community Garden (ie not a Men’s Shed effort alone).  Already, some Yass 
High School students have been involved in some of the plantings.  Any members of the Yass Valley Community who 
might like to get involved will be very much welcomed and free to come to the garden at any time to help or just to 
enjoy it.  Over time, we hope it might become a very welcoming place to come and contemplate. 
 
Bush Tucker Garden update 
  

 

We are now all stops out getting ready for the formal opening on Saturday 31 October. 
 
This coming week we hope to further tart up and tidy the place a bit more.  Some of the 
boys loaded up David Campbell’s massive V8 ute on Thursday afternoon for a trip to the 
tip.  Thanks David.  More of that to come I think. 



  
We have also installed a couple of “seats” in two 
garden beds for people to sit and enjoy company or 
just commune with nature.  Here are Rod Perceval and 
Chris Smith showing us how it is done → 
 
The next challenge is to see if we can get the water 
reticulation and the remining signage installed and 
completed before the big day. 
 
If I can be bold, can I ask members to be even more 
generous and help us knock the tail end of this project 
over in the next couple of weeks and then we can all 
relax during the coming hot weather.  Many thanks to 
all members who have been so generous with their 
time and energy so far.  
 
The end is DEFINITELY in sight! 
 

 

How COVID 19 is still with us 
 

 
 
26 October 2020 
 
Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 
  
Next Saturday afternoon we have a major event in the calendar for 2020.  This is how the day will unfold: 
 

• 12.30:  Last Saturday BBQ – Tim Gee presiding ($2 for a sausage sanger) 

• 1.30:  normal Shed activity including installation of our 2 Bush Tucker Garden signs.  In addition we will be 
visited by 2 Federal Department of Health consultants who are on a mission to find out about Men’s Sheds 
and also our views on how the Australian Men’s Shed Association (AMSA) which is funded by the 
Department of health might improve its service and if we have any comments on how they are performing 
(supporting Sheds etc) currently. 

• 3.30pm:  All assemble in the Bush Tucker Garden (need to sign in and use hand wash on arrival, social 
distancing to be observed (also, wearing of masks is encouraged); 

• 3.45pm:  Official Welcome:  Allan McGrath, President Yass Valley Men’s Shed; and 
   Welcome to Country and Smoking Ceremony,   to be performed by one of the local Bell family Elders. 

• 4.00pm: Wendy Tuckerman MP to formally open the Bush Tucker Garden; 

• 4.15pm:  Aaron Chatfield to officially launch the Gardens of Yass Book. 
 
Afterwards, all visitors will be free to wander around the garden to see what is happening and to hear of our future 
plans etc.  This Bush Tucker Garden is a Community Garden (ie not a Men’s Shed effort alone).  Already, some Yass 
High School students have been involved in some of the plantings.  Any members of the Yass Valley Community who 



might like to get involved will be very much welcomed and free to come to the garden at any time to help or just to 
enjoy it.  Over time, we hope it might become a very welcoming place to come and contemplate.  
 
At this early stage, the weather looks “OK” – so fingers crossed. 
 

 

Come one, come all and bring your friends and family!! 
 
Be careful everyone, and I challenge ALL members to wear a mask when in public and obey the distancing challenge. 
  
ws   Editor  0419 292 022 
 
 

 Membership News 
 

Fred Leslie has died (23 October) after a period of 
poor health.  Fred was a great bloke, loved the 
Shed and liked to be involved.   
 
The last time we saw him was on the BlazeAid 
bus trip to Tumbarumba and at the dinner that 
night at the Club House Hotel with wife, Laurel.   
 
He will be missed by all those who knew him. 

 

 
2 November 2020 
 
Here is the Yass Valley Times’ report on its Website before the event (many thanks to Jasmin and the team!): 
 

Double the reasons to attend Grand opening of Bush Tucker Garden this Saturday 
Oct 28, 2020 | General, Yass Valley |  
 

 
Photo: CBP 2019 – funding announcement – Yass Men’s Shed – Bush Tucker Garden – Allan McGrath (YVMS 
President), Mrs Wendy Tuckerman, Member for Goulburn and Graeme Fountain (garden co-designer) 
 
This Saturday will be the biggest event in 2020 for Yass Valley Men’s Shed with the Official Opening of the Yass 
Community Bush Tucker Garden and launch of a new book on the Gardens of Yass. 
 
Kicking off at 3.30pm on Saturday 31 October 2020, the member for Goulburn Mrs Wendy Tuckerman MP has been 
invited to officially open the Community Bush Tucker Garden which has been made possible by the vision and hard 
work of various community groups and Shed members, assisted with a  generous $4,500 Grant from the NSW 
Coalition Government. 

https://www.yassvalleytimes.com.au/category/general-news/
https://www.yassvalleytimes.com.au/category/yass-valley-news/


 
Bush Tucker Garden progress – digging in with some hard work 
 
Immediately following, two Yass Editors, Aedeen Cremin and Julie Campbell have arranged the launch of a new 
Electronic Book that showcases the Gardens of Yass which includes the Bush Tucker Garden. 
 
Men’s Shed Secretary Wayne Stuart was excited to tell the Yass Valley Times of the enjoyable afternoon’s line-up 
“Our famous member, Aaron Chatfield has been booked to perform at the official launch.  We have also offered our 
Bush Tucker Garden for the book launch event as it offers lots of good COVID compliant space for social distancing.” 
 
The event will be held in the extensive Bush Tucker Garden space immediately behind the Men’s Shed (1428 Yass 
Valley Way, North Yass). 
 
COVID Safe practices will be in place on the day (handwashing, sign-in books etc).  Refreshments will not be offered 
at this event to limit COVID risks to attendees. 
 
The afternoon event is expected to get underway at 3:45 pm with an official welcome from Allan McGrath, Yass 
Valley Men’s Shed President; along with a Welcome to Country. At 4:00 pm Wendy Tuckerman MP will formally 
open the Bush Tucker Garden, and at 4:15 pm Aaron Chatfield will officially launch the Gardens of Yass Book. 
 
Mr Stuart stressed the gardens are for everyone to enjoy. 
 
“This Bush Tucker Garden is a Community Garden; not a Men’s Shed effort alone.  Already, some Yass High School 
students have been involved in some of the plantings.” 
 

 
Yass High School students helping with the planting 
 
Mr Stuart has also encouraged local residents to get involved as the gardens are a work in progress. 



“Any members of the Yass Valley Community who might like to get involved will be very much welcomed and free to 
come to the garden to help or just to enjoy it.  Over time, we hope it might become a very welcoming place to come 
and contemplate. 
 
This invitation is warmly extended to all members of the Yass Valley Community. So come along on Saturday and see 
what has been quietly achieved by an industrious group for the benefit of our whole community”. 
 

And here is how it went on the day – 31 October 2020: 
 

When we got to the Shed at noon on 
Saturday, this is what confronted us 
→  Wild water was rushing thought the 
garden following the very heavy fall of rain 
and hail around 11am.  54mm in my gauge 
afterwards! 
 
Plans for the day looked scuppered at that 
point and we started thinking of moving 
the event to the Community Centre – or if 
no one came, what then? 
 

In true Men’s Shed style, we said “bugger 
it!” and turned immediately to Tim Gee for 
support, counselling and rehabilitation as 
he was well into cooking our Last Saturday 
BBQ feast (Bunnings eat your hearts 
out!)  Well done Tim! 
 

Luckily for us, the weather stopped coming 
in from the north east around 3pm, 
Bowning Hill came into its own and 
interfered (as it does) with the weather 
now coming from the west and all of a 
sudden we were seeing broken cloud, blue 
skies and very quicky retreating water in 
the garden.  I promise I will never bad 
mouth Bowning Hill again! 
 

At 3.30pm, with a very good crowd, (some 

estimates put it at around 100 who had 

ventured out in the threatening 

weather),  Allan McGrath welcomed all 

and provided a bit of a history to the 

garden after which, Scott Bell and his 

mother ↗ performed the Ngunnawal 

Welcome to Country in both the 

indigenous language and also in 

English.  At the end of the official bits, 

Scott returned with a traditional Smoking 

Ceremony. 

After the Welcome to Country, Allan 

McGrath then invited our local member 

Wendy Tuckerman MP, Member for 

Goulburn →, to officially declare the 

garden open.  She was very supportive of  

 

 

 



Yass and the good things that happen in 
Yass and especially at our Shed, 
 
She especially mentioned that while the 
NSW Government is pleased to assist 
communities with funds (we got $4,500 
from the NSW Government to help fund 
this garden) she congratulated the Shed 
on the volunteers we managed to organise 
to assist (including Men’s Shed members, 
Yass High School students and business 
people like Paul Scorgie and Chris Beck). 
 
At the end of her speech, she unveiled 
(with a bit of help from Allan – he loves a 
camera) the Official Garden sign (see 
below) purchased with some of the funds 
from the NSW Grant. 
 
Aaron Chatfield, who is the main bush 
tucker plants adviser and also a prime 
designer and planter of plants, then 
launched the “Gardens of Yass” book → 
which looks at 30 terrific gardens in Yass   

going back to Hamilton’s Hume’s garden at Cooma Cottage and coming right up to the present day with our 
Bush Tucker Garden being included at the very last minute (thanks to Aedeen and Julie!). 

 
Dr Aedeen Cremin (Archaeologist) and Julie Campbell (Historian) edited the book and wrote articles for it.  The 
stories of the gardens, though, and the pictures in the book were mostly provided by the gardens’ owners. 
 
The book is available for $10 on a USB memory stick (for viewing on your computer or tablet) and will be printed 
soon and be available in book form for sale.  If you would like more information, I can put you in touch with Aedeen 
who will be thrilled to hear from you. 
 
The multitudes were also addressed by Dr Pauline Payne, a Visiting Research Fellow, at the University of 
Adelaide and a well-known historical consultant in South Australia.  She has been published quite widely on historical 
gardens in south Australia and made the trip from Adelaide especially to be here for our launch.  I have no doubt 
that any minute now, you will be able to undertake a very expensive (thanks to recent Budget decisions) 
undergraduate Arts Degree at the University of Adelaide on “Bush Tucker Gardens and How to Get Your Own”. 
 
At the end of the “official” stuff, Aaron conducted a walk around tour of the garden and identified many of the 
plants and the uses they have in the local indigenous culture.  (Next project: get much of this info into an educative 
form – signage in the garden and paper based?) He then produced some teas and other things for sampling in which 
some of these plants are used. 
 
Here are some other pictures taken on the day: 

  
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Thanks to Allan McGrath and Joe Morrissey for their photos 

 
Many thanks to all members and supporters who have been involved in this quite iconic project end event for the 
Men’s Shed.  We will now look forward to the plants maturing, significant community involvement and lots of 
visitors in coming years.   
 
Thanks also to the hardy souls of Yass who braved the elements and enjoyed a very pleasant afternoon. 
 
 
Other important news you will want to know 
 

Unsung Shed Heroes – latest candidate: David Campbell 
 
Many blokes just get on with it and do terrific things for 
the Shed unannounced and often away from view. 
 
David (who also serves on the Shed Committee) is one of 
these and I think he needs a big pat on the back.  In recent 
times he has (and, this is just what I know about!): 
 

• Spent hours and hours on a workbench in the 
workshop sorting and collecting all manner of metal 
into collections and then taking it all to a recycling 
place in Fyshwick.  When he returned he handed over 
some $270 for Shed funds.  Spiffing or not?? 

 

• In the big clean-up of the garden prior to the BIG BTG 
Event, he backed in his truck, loaded it up with lots of 
rubbish and took it to the tip for us; 

 

• Helped install the fourth sign (Bush Tucker Garden) on 
our roadside indicator (after he had transported it to 
and from the signmaker’s workshop) of what goes on 
in our little precinct. He then undertook the necessary 
touching up of the paint on the posts on which those 
signs are mounted. 

 

 
 
YVMS Projects 

 
Creative Gunning  is an outlet for interesting items for sale in Yass Street Gunning (in the foyer of the old picture 
theatre a couple of doors back from Baileys Garage).  This is proving to be a very good money spinner for the Shed and 
some members as well.  If you would like some of your wares to be included (either ones you have made for the Shed 
at the Shed using Shed resources) to sell, or things you have made at home for private sale, talk to Roger Holgate or 
Allen Carey. 
 



Bottles and cans recycling at Woolies 
 
This is also proving a good little earner for us – although is currently on hold in the Lockdown.  So far by my estimation, 
we have managed to earn well over $1,000 thanks to Allan Carey who has decided to do the depositing for us. In recent 
times he has been joined by Peter Davidson and other members who seem to have “caught the bug” If anyone else 
would like to lighten Allan’s load, please let me know.  Keep bringing those cans and bottles, chaps! 
 
Membership News 
  
Membership increase has been stymied by the COVID 19 shut down.  Since the last Messenger, we have signed up 
two new members:  Ken Bell and Mick Newling and a respected and admired member, Fred Leslie has died.  Vale Fred, 
you will be missed.  With Fred’s death, our membership has fallen back to 99 members. 
 
Normally at this time of year with people sunning themselves in Queensland or distracted by other activity, members 
take a while to come back on board.  If you wish to pay online use the BSB 032 771 and  Account No:209167.  
Alternatively drop an envelope with your name and payment in the Shed letterbox. 
 
 
The Yass Valley Men’s Shed is very grateful for the generous support of the following entities  (in alphabetical order): 
 
BarkerHarle (Consulting Engineers); Chris Beck Tree Removal; Bunnings (Belconnen); Dreamtime Connections;  
Goodradigbee Bookkeeping; KidsBlitz (aka Allan McGrath); the Lansdowne Foundation; Millers Pharmacy, Yass; 
Minister Katrina Hodgkinson, (former State Member for Burrinjuck); Pollack Concreting Services; Priceline Pharmacy 
Yass;  Scorgie Earthmoving;  Southern Cable Services; Steve Bugden Plumbing; Supa IGA (Yass); Touie Smith Jnr;  
Yass Concrite; Yass & District Printing; Yass Fire Brigade; YassFM; Yass Freemasons; Yass Lions Club; Yass Outdoor 
Power Centre; Yass Rotary Club; Yass Valley Council; Yass Valley First Aid Training; Yass Valley Hire; Yass Valley 
Physiotherapy; The Yass Valley Times; Woolworths (Yass).  
 
Please let me know if you think the list is missing an important sponsor/supporter. 
 
For information on Shed Opening Times, regular events and contacts:  please click on this link 
http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/   
 
Download a Membership Form if you know someone who would like to join our Shed.   
Click on this link http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf  
and print the form for them. 
 
If you want to see previous editions of the Messenger, you can find them all on the YVMS Website at this address 
(just click on it): http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive - go back and dig up some YVMS archaeology. 
 
 
 
 
 

Wayne Stuart    0419 292 022 

 

http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/
http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf
http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive

