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Public Officer:  Brian Millett 
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Shed Opening Times (when we re-open  
                                          after Covid19) 
 

• Tuesdays:  9am to Noon 

• Thursdays:  1.30pm to 4.30pm 

• Saturdays:  1.30pm to 4.30pms  

• Tuesdays: 2-3pm YVMS Exercise Class in 

the Community Centre 

• First Wednesday of each month:  10am to 

11.30am, “First Wednesday Morning Tea”  

• Last Saturday of the Month: 12.30 to 

1.30pm, Shed BBQ - $2  

 

 

 

 

“You may have to fight a battle more than once to win it.” 

― Margaret Thatcher 

 
Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 

 
Well, we are back in Lockdown again.  Not a great place to be, but a good decision if it means we all will survive to 
meet again afterwards.  I know it won’t help you much, but since February, Donald Trump has been saying:  “it’s a 
rumour, fake news, it will disappear like magic, we are on top of it, it was never real, it is China’s fault.  I’m with Donald! 
 
In putting these Messengers together, I go back to look at the weekly Missives since last time, and I am constantly 
amazed at the good times, experiences, achievement and progress we seem to make.  Even with TWO (!!) COVID 
Lockdowns under our belt, we seem to improve, make progress and have a good time.   “How good is the YVMS?” 
 
All members should be confident that the Committee is watching the COVID situation closely and be assured that we 
will have the place up and running again as soon as the official medical advice clears the way for us.  We sincerely 
apologise to all those members who might be finding not having the Shed a difficulty.   
 

 

Don’t feel shy about ringing a mate for a chat, or meeting for a coffee if that will help. 
 
ws     Editor 
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Message from the President – Allan McGrath  

  
Fellows..  it has been a topsy turvy quarter but it was great to get back to the shed for a while and  much has been 

achieved... most importantly we have enjoyed achieving it, or enjoyed watching others achieve it.  

The enclosure between the Shed and containers has improved security and enhanced the area as well as freeing up 

space in the entry foyer area. 

 

The bush tucker garden is looking better and better and the pair of plovers that have taken up residence appear to 

be making good use of it as well as the other visiting birdlife. 

 

I want to say how grateful I am to all the members who have put in that little extra to improve the Shed, by doing 

some housekeeping, to welcome visitors, to help fellow members and especially to those who have helped me to 

pull a few weeds. Every bit helps to make the Shed a better place for all of us and that I guess, is why we are all 

missing it at the moment.. none more than myself. 

 

If this Pandemic has done anything “good” it has been to make me appreciate just how lucky I am to be able to 

spend time in the company of such a diverse group of good blokes. 

 

Sad news about John D’Arx , I was lucky enough to win one of John’s sticks in a raffle last year...he had engraved the 

words “Such is life” on it, maybe he had a premonition. RIP John. 

 

 

Better days ahead, stay safe and remember “It is nice to be important, but it is more important to 

be nice”. 

 

Stay safe everyone.  

Allan McG 

 
Message from the Workshop Manager – Roger Holgate  

 
 Unfortunately there is not a huge amount to report between lockdowns. 

 

Firstly I have to thank Jack who has offered to take care of the Assets register which I have looked after for more 

than 10 years 

 

There have been a couple of requests through the workshop which have brought in a few dollars and in general the 

workshop has coasted along comfortably. 

 

Trevor and Allan got stuck in and completed Bob’s side fence and gate project while Wayne and David Campbell 

organised a “keyed alike” system for most of our padlocks which has done away with about six different keys, 

making life a little easier.  [Editor’s comment:  a bloody LOT easier!] 

 

Market sales have been Zero because of Covid 19 restrictions but the craft shops have managed quite a few sales 

since reopening, in fact Creative Gunning did rather well considering that they were only open for three weeks in the 

last quarter.   We have been to Gunning again this week and added to our stock levels, the first time since the 

beginning of March. 

 

The metal shop now has a Mig Welder ready to be set up and put in motion, this was ordered late in June and finally 

turned up last week.  We are still awaiting a 3/8 Bowl gouge for wood turning ordered at the same time, sadly stock 

replacements are very slow in the current pandemic climate. 

  

 

Let us hope we can get back to some sort of normal again before too long. 

All take care and we look forward to seeing you at the Shed soon. 

Roger Holgate. 
Regular social and important events 



 
Apart from items recorded in the Weekly Missives (see below) nothing to report and no future plans either at this 
time, pending some kind of return to normal. 
 
 
McGuigan’s Mouthwatering Messenger Munchies  

 
Curried Pumpkin Soup (this is one from R2’s Cookery Book and well worth a try!). 

• Small pumpkin 1.3kg 

• extra-virgin oil. 

• Sea salt cracked pepper 

• Small white onion or a couple of shallots 

• 1 cup chicken stock 

• 2 Teaspoons curry powder. 
 
Cut pumpkin in half down through the stem, remove the seeds. 
 
Drizzle the cut edges with oil season with salt and pepper put cut side down on baking sheet. 
 
Roast until very soft, 45min.  Remove from oven, turn over and leave until cool, scoop the flesh from the shells, into 
a bowl. 
 
In a large saucepan soften onion in oil, add the pumpkin flesh, stock and curry powder bring to the boil, reduce heat 
to let the soup simmer cover and cook until the pumpkin has broken down. 10 min or so. 
 
Blend add salt and pepper, reheat then serve immediately. 
 
Oysters au fromage 
 

• Over to IGA Thursday morning buy fresh oysters from the Fish man. 

• 1 Rasher of bacon chopped. 

• ! chopped shallot  

• 40 gr grated tasty cheese. 

• 1/2 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce. 

• 6 Oysters  
 
Saute the bacon and shallot  
 
Combine the cheese, bacon mixture Worcestershire sauce with salt and pepper, 
 
Place Oysters on a baking sheet top with cheese mixture, 
 
Grill until the cheese melts 
 
Serve on a lettuce leaf. 
 
Pizza 

• 3/4 cup warm water 

• 8g dry yeast ( 2 teaspoons = 7g ) 

• 1teaspoon caster sugar 

• 1/2 teaspoon salt 

• 2 cups plain flour 

• 2 tablespoons olive oil 
 
Dissolve yeast, sugar & salt in warm water by whisking it together.  
 



Set aside in a warm place covered with plastic wrap until bubbles appear. 
 
Combine yeast mixture oil, flour and kneed until smooth  
 
Form an edge around the rim. 
 
Add topping we keep the topping very small very soft tomato garlic grated cheese a little onion. 
 
Bake 20 min at 200c. 
 

 

 
Len 

 
 
Items of interest taken from Monday Missives since the last Messenger 

 
I have chosen items from the last 3 months that I think are milestones in our journey and a formal record of activity 
and progress since the last Messenger.  They are taken in monthly sequence – not in any order of priority or 
importance. 
 
11 May 2020 
 

Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 

YVMS LOCKDOWN UPDATE No 6 – 56 days since Lockdown 

Have you noticed weird things happening since we have all become introverts?  I seem to be paying attention to stuff 

that would never have interested me too much before.  For example:  I last filled my car on 4 April at 134.9c/l.  since 

then I have done only 68km and I still have just over 700km left in the tank.  Isn’t that really interesting? 

The good news this week is that we have received $4,500 into our bank account from NSW as a grant to help fund our 

Bush Tucker Garden and also, our new spiffy YVMS polo shirts have arrived.  More on both of these stories below. 

In case you are “over” my attempts at keeping you informed and have lost all patience and love for the Yass Trib – I 

hear from my spies that as new paper (both print and online) will appear in the next short while.  No other details yet, 

other than that its title is likely to be “The Yass Valley Times”.  Lets hope it has news about Yass and NOT Goulburn 

Real Estate and Central West NSW news from Parkes!!  Very soon, you will have the pleasure of deleting my emails 

unread as soon as they appear in your inbox (those of you who don’t do that already!) 

Reminder, if anyone needs help or assistance, please let me know.  We will do our best to help if we can.    

  

My personal wish for each of you and all of your families and friends continues to be that you all stay 

healthy and safe, actively practise all the advice being provided, and that we all come out of this  

better, stronger and more resilient people and ready to get the Shed up and running again  

very soon.  Stay Safe.  Stay Well.  Stay Home.  and, KEEP WASHING YOUR BLOODY HANDS!! 

ws   Editor  0419 292 022 

 
Bush Tucker Garden update 

 

 

The  NSW Government Community Building Partnerships $4,500 Grant to help develop our 

Bush Tucker Garden has been approved and the funds have now been received into our 

Bank Account. 

 

 



THE BTG Expert Group (Aaron Chatfield, Peter Davidson and Graeme Fountain) are now looking at how to kick off 

some early purchases and works (given the constraints of COVID 19 and within the constraints of the Grant approval 

arrangements). 

 

If you would like a reminder of what we are planning – here is the original outline – no doubt modest evolutionary 

changes will occur: 

 

 
Greenfield site of the BTG 

 

 
Initial BTG layout and planting approach 

Stand by for info on what is about to happen!  We have already had 3 loads of mulch delivered and it is likely some 

earth-works and water reticulation activity might be among the early implementation actions to take place – 

possibly during the lockdown period. 

 

 

YVMS Polo Shirts 

 

We have now received our polo shirts and had a quiet, lockdown 

compliant, session complete with hand disinfectant at the Shed last 

Wednesday afternoon to distribute them to members who had pre-

ordered one. 

 

Here is a photo of a famous international model we arranged for a 

(free!!) fashion shoot on site at Kaffeine →. 

 

You, too, can have one of these beauties (a shirt, NOT the model!!) – 

but you will need to be quick.  We ordered an extra 25 shirts across 

the size ranges M, L, XL, 2XL and 3XL, but only a couple in each size. 

 

If you are interested, contact me and we can make 

arrangements.  Perhaps it might be a good idea (in the interests of 

staying safe) to wait until the Shed formally re-opens – perhaps in time 

for summer and the next opportunity you will actually have to wear 

it.  Of course if you just can’t wait, give me a call and I am sure we can 

arrange a safe swap of $20 for a shirt.  
Rob Barker – Man of Steel – (NICE)! 

  

In the meantime, if you wish to reserve one, let me know (including your size – I ordered a 2XL and it is a good fit on 

me).  If you reserve one, it will be held for you and you will not be gazumped.  Given that the original plan was to have 

these in time for our regional post bushfire support bus trip to Adelong, Tumbarumba, Batlow, Gundagai etc, I now 



have no option but to DEMAND that Grant Johnston and Keith Chappell get together and organise another outing 

(with bus) so we can have a good time AND wear our shirts.  Surprise us, boys, with your inventiveness, initiative and 

ability to have us descend on a poor unsuspecting population! 

 

As Secretary/Treasurer and co-organiser of this project with Grant Johnston, (including the negotiation of $250 

donations from Andrew Douglas at Priceline and Steve Maher at Maher Automotive (which donations have allowed 

us to reduce the price per shirt for Members from $30 to $20 each!), I have exercised my decision-making muscle and 

taken a shirt to each of those valued YVMS Supporters.  I made sure each of them knows that they now own the 

world’s most expensive polo shirt at $250 each!  

 

I have also given one to Nic Carmody in thanks for his continued support by supplying all of our printing requirements 

free, gratis and for nothing.  The other imperative for donating a shirt to him is that he seems to have gone feral in the 

lockdown [you should see him, there is hair everywhere!!] I thought he needed something to help improve his image, 

and the YVMS Polo Shirt will certainly do that!. 

 

Many businesses in Yass support us regularly – just look at the list of them on the front wall of the Shed.  Allow me to 

urge you all to support their businesses in return – especially, on this occasion, Andrew Douglas at Priceline Pharmacy, 

Steve Maher at Maher Automotive and Nic Carmody at Yass & District Printers.  Once again, many thanks to each of 

you from the Committee and Members. 

 

 

More recipes from Len – this time drinks to knock your socks off! 

 

 PEACH LIQUEUR . 

  

• cup of sugar. 

• cup of water. 

• between 800 and 900g ripe washed peaches  

• 1 teaspoon lemon zest 

• 375ml strongest vodka you can get.  

• 1 cup brandy 

• 4 drops yellow food colouring . 

•  
Boil sugar and water until it turns clear, stirring constantly, remove from heat leave until lukewarm, thinly slice 

peaches, put peaches, pits, lemon zest and orange zest into jar with lukewarm  mixture, seal the jar with air tight lid, 

roll jar to mix the contents.  Store in a cool dark place for 2 weeks. 

 

After 2 weeks strain of the solids ( they say to discard, I put it into the fridge and eat it with cream or ice 

cream).  Leave to stand for 2 or 3 weeks in cool dark place.  If you are fussy strain again then drink  

 

I keep a bottle in fridge and when we are going to drink some also put Liqueur Glasses in freezer before you start 

dinner. 

 

Drink with chockies, and coffee. 

 

WALNUT CORDIAL or EAU de VIE 

 

This recipe is from a Dordogne house wife, we stayed at her hotel in Thonac for four days it was the only place you 

could stay in the village and the only place to eat.  No menu, you ate what she cooked, food kept coming out until you 

said stop.  

 

The dining room was full every night, Thonac is very small, one hotel and one small shop.  I don't know where the 

people came from, food so good, the first night she splashed wine on me, after that each time we met we had a mock 

fight, she gave me another recipe for green walnut wine will send it when it turns up. 

 

• 50g young walnut leaves, 



• 1lt Brandy. 

• 1 kg caster sugar 

• A 4lt cask of red wine 
 

Steep the leaves in a covered jar with the brandy for 2 weeks.  Strain and discard the leaves. 

 

3/4 fill bottles with red wine add 150g caster sugar shake until dissolved - top up the bottles with walnut leaf liqueur - 

shake, cork and leave for 2 weeks will last indefinitely. 

 

We drink sometimes before dinner, sometimes after using port glasses, one is enough. 

 

Put wine and glasses into freezer for a short time before you are going to drink. 

 

 

LEMONCELLO  

 

This recipe comes the village of Amalfi, in southern Italy, they claim to be the first to make it so does Capri and I was 

speaking to a fellow on Mt Etna in Sicily who said they were the first!  Who knows? 

 

The lemons are very different to ours, you can pick them straight off the tree and eat them without peeling them, same 

taste. 

 

• 1lt water.- 1lt Vodka  

• 1kg Sugar- 8 Lemons 
 

Carefully peel the Lemons try not to get any of the white (I use a potato peeler ) I have been told the white makes it 

bitter. 

 

Infuse only the peel in the alcohol in a sealed container.  Leave for 4 days. 

 

Heat the water add sugar stir, let cool for 10 min then blend the alcohol mixture and sugar mix remove the lemon peel. 

 

Bottle.  I leave for a week or two.  Drink very cold, freeze wine and glasses for 1hr or so before drinking. 

 

 

Hope it all makes sense. 

 

People ask why am I always happy?   I think it is the fumes off all the grog I make. I also make 

Beer. 

 

Len 

 
 

Jack Child has invented a new way to have fun…  The Train Shed 

 

Jack informs me that interest in his “Train Shed” facebook page has been modest so far.  Before you let this 

opportunity pass, have a look – who knows you might find a new hobby to follow once this lockdown period is 

behind us, but life is not quite the same as before.  I think we need to have a couple of Plans B, C and D in mind 

should we need to live a bit differently afterwards. 

 

Find ‘The Train Shed’ on facebook with a search by name, or enter the following link in your browser:  The Train Shed.  If 

it doesn’t work, here is option 2  https://www.facebook.com/groups/266286367727020/ 

 

 

Important Shed Management Matters 

 

Membership Renewals due on 1 July 
 

It is that time of year again when your YVMS Membership will soon need to be renewed. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/266286367727020/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/266286367727020/


 

You may have lots of reasons for thinking that you might give it a miss this year.  On the other hand, there are many, 

many more why you should stay.   

 

Memberships are due on 1 July and under our rules, we provide one month’s grace so you are safe until 31 July – but 

after that date you will be removed from the “list of financial members” in the Shed Register and your name tag will 

no longer appear on the name tag board near the sign-in book if you are unfinancial at that point. 

 

There are two easy ways to renew: 

 

EITHER: 

 

Cash/cheque - given to one of the Committee Members (if you can find one!!) or by posting in our letterbox at the 

Shed.  You will get a formal Shed Receipt. 

 

OR:   

 

EFT - the procedure to follow if you want to use this option is: 

 

1. Log on to your bank account and select the "payments" or "transfers" option. 
 

2. Fill in the details of the account (see below) into which you wish to transfer those funds  
 

a) Name of Bank:                  WESTPAC (Yass) 
b) Name of account:             YVMS 
c) BSB:                                     032 771 
d) A/c No.                               209167 
e) Amount:                             $25.00  (amount remains the same - it covers our insurance obligation for 

members) 
 

NB: please use this BSB and Account number if you are paying your membership – recent payments (for 

both memberships and our new polo shirts have been going into all kinds of (incorrect) places that 

members seem to have saved in their computers – makes for a lot of tidying up for the Treasurer. 

 

3. Where you are requested to state the purpose of the payment (so we know what the payment is for and who 
it is from) can you provide information in the following format please:  “W Smith Subs”.  Substitute your name 
for “W Smith” (this is important so we know who has paid!!).   

 

4. Finally (and most important) can you then send an email to secretary@yassmensshed.org.au advising that you 
have made the transfer.  I will then update the Shed Membership Register to show that you are currently 
financial.   

 

When we get closer to the time, I will start to send out reminders.  If you have paid (some members have paid in 

advance already), you will get an email from me saying there is no need to do anything – you are fine and up to date. 

 

 

AGM Deferred 
 

Our AGM, normally held in April, has been deferred until we are allowed to go outside and mix in company again – so 

no idea about a date just yet. 

 

However, we can do a couple of things in advance: 

 

mailto:secretary@yassmensshed.org.au


An Agenda for the AGM and Reports from the President, Treasurer and the Secretary will all be needed in advance so 

they can be circulated at least 2 weeks before the meeting (this will overcome the need for them to be tediously 

presented at the meeting).  I already have the Treasurer’s Report (thanks, Mac) and I’m looking forward to the 

President’s Report.  Mine (as Secretary) is now completed. 

 

We also need to organise an election of the new Committee.  I will circulate a separate email (when we have more 

info about when we can open again)  with a nomination form for anyone willing to volunteer to serve on the 

Committee for the coming year.  Please give it some consideration.  Also (please) have regard to the age of those 

members already on the Committee – they are among our Shed’s Very Senior Citizens and if we start to lose them, 

you younger members could lose the Shed if there is not a younger cohort coming up through the ranks.  If you are 

comfortable with that (losing your Shed) possibility, don’t volunteer. 

 

Watch this space (in the weekly Missives) for more news as time goes on. 

 

 

Lockdown laughs 

 

• After weeks of self-isolation it's really upsetting me to witness my wife standing at the living-room window. It 
breaks my heart to see her like this. I've thought very hard of how I can cheer her up. I've even considered letting 
her come in - but rules are rules. 

 

• Did you hear about the bloke who walks into the bar of his favourite pub?   Lucky Bastard! 
 

      

 

• While riding my Harley, I swerved to avoid hitting a deer, lost control and landed in a ditch, severely banging my 
head.   

 
Dazed and confused I crawled out of the ditch to the edge of the road when a shiny new convertible pulled up 
with a very beautiful woman who asked, "Are you okay?  As I looked up, I noticed she was wearing a low-cut 
blouse... 
 
"I'm okay I think," I replied as I pulled myself up to the side of the car to get a closer look. 
 
She said, "Get in and I'll take you home, so I can clean and bandage that nasty scrape on your head." 
 
"That's nice of you," I answered, "but I don't think my wife will like me doing that!" 
 
"Oh, come now, I'm a nurse," she insisted. "I need to see if you have any more scrapes and then treat them 
properly."  Well, she was really pretty and very persuasive. Being sort of shaken and weak, I agreed, but repeated, 
"I'm sure my wife won't like this." 
 
We arrived at her place which was just few miles away and, after a couple of cold beers and the bandaging,   I 
thanked her and said, "I feel a lot better,   but I know my wife is going to be really upset so I'd better go 



now."  "Don't be silly!" she said with a smile. "Stay for a while. She won't know anything. By the way, where is 
she?" 
 
"Still in the ditch, I guess." 

 

[Is this an apocryphal tale which had its origins in our famous member (Peter Rooberts) giving a kangaroo a dink on 

his Vespa in the wee small hours a couple of years ago? Ed] 

 

 
18 May 2020 
 
Bush Tucker Garden update 

 

 

Some members of the BTG team (Peter Davidson, Graeme Fountain and Jeremy Wilson) 

met with some interested Shed Members (Allan McGrath, Mac McLean and Wayne 

Stuart) on Saturday morning to discuss and progress plans.  Agreement was reached on 

some major water issues and plans to purchase appropriate pipes and reticulation 

supplies will now go ahead.  We will also see if we can have some trenches dug so those 

installations can go ahead in the near future. 

 
We have already made our first purchase, a Ryobi 1+ battery powered spray pack so we can attack and then stay on 

top of weeds as the plants are planted and need tending and protection while young and establishing.  Whenever 

possible we will use sprays that are safe and environmentally friendly. 

 

Discussions on what plants can be started now and what ones are best to leave until Spring will also occur and 

arrangements made. 

 

YVMS Polo Shirts 

 

Our new Polo Shirts are selling well.  Of the 50 we ordered, only 14 now 

remain – get in quick if you want one – size range is also diminishing so 

don’t procrastinate. 

 

Here is a photo of another famous international model we arranged for 

another fashion shoot on site (this time in Adelaide or some other place 

in that remote and strange place) – YES, our polos have gone 

international!!.  In case you don’t remember him or recognise him, it is 

the famous Peter Rooberts.  He apologises for not being too proficient 

at “selfies”.  He is not wrong!  He assures me that his iconic photo of 

his iconic polo shirt and sun hat was taken in front of the iconic Scotty's 

motel, AKA The Big Scotsman in the leafy Adelaide suburb, Medindee. 

 

       
Croweater Pete, looking chuffed in his new polo 

You, too, can have one of these beauties (a shirt, NOT Croweater Petel!!) – but you will need to be quick.  We ordered 

an extra 25 shirts across the size ranges M, L, XL, 2XL and 3XL, but only a couple in each size. 

 

If you are interested, contact me and we can make arrangements.  In the meantime, if you wish to reserve one, let me 

know (including your size – I ordered a 2XL and it is a good fit on me).  If you reserve one, it will be held for you and 

you will not be gazumped. 

 

Lockdown laughs 

 

As you might know, it is only since the COVID 19 event that our PM and other conservative Government leaders have 
decided to take note of science and expert advice in formulating Government policy and actions on important national 
matters.  One can only hope this continues with such things as climate change, global warming, drought and bushfires 
as the next nasty season approaches. 



 
It seems Ian (Mac) McLean has also been impressed with and seized by this new attention to and following of expert 
scientific advice and has provided this pearl of wisdom for all of us to enjoy (thanks, Mac): 
 
 

“A GLASS OF WINE  

 

To my friends who enjoy a glass of wine, and those who don't, and are always seen with a bottle of water in their 

hand, Ben Franklin said: "In wine there is wisdom, In beer there is freedom, In water there is bacteria."  

 

In a number of carefully controlled trials, scientists have demonstrated that if we drink 1 litre of water each day, at 

the end of the year we would have absorbed more than 1 kilo of Escherichia coli, (E.. Coli) - bacteria found in faeces.  

 

In other words, we are consuming 1 kilo of poop annually.  

 

However, We do NOT run that risk when drinking wine and beer (or rum, whiskey or other liquor) because alcohol 

has to go through a purification process of boiling, filtering and fermenting.  

 

Remember: Water = Poop, Wine = Health Therefore, it's better to drink wine and talk stupid, than to drink water and 

be full of shit.   

 

VERIFICATION: OUR MP’S DRINK A LOT OF WATER DURING A PARLIAMENTARY SESSION. THIS EXPLAINS THE RESULTS 

THEREIN  . . . There is no need to thank me for this valuable information:  I'm doing it as a public service.” 

 

***** 

 

It is well known that I am partial to a limerick.  Here are a couple that might interest you: 
 

There was an old man of Nantucket 
Who kept all his cash in a bucket 
But his daughter, named Nan 
Ran away with a man 
And, as for the bucket, Nantucket! 

A maiden at College, Miss Breeze 
Weighed down by BAs and Lit Ds 
Collapsed from the strain 
Said her doctor: “It’s plain 
You are killing yourself by degrees!” 

 
 
25 May 2020 
 
Important Calendar items for the next Month or so  

 

Wendy Tuckerman MP will be visiting the Shed next Tuesday to “hand over” the recent NSW $4,500 Community 

Development Grant for our Bush Tucker Garden.  She has let it be known that social distancing and only a few members 

should be there – so that is exactly what we will do.  Rest assured, however, that I will get photos and report fully next 

Monday. 

 

What happened last week or recently 

 

Black Hole Theory debunked 

 

Notwithstanding my continual bleating about “the Black Hole” and how I fear that no-one is out there anymore, I 

have been proved wrong again.  One of our members decided to make one of Len McGuigan’s “go blotto” alcoholic 

beverage drinks and came back this this observation: 

 

“Having tried to make the peach liqueur from Len’s recipe, could you ask him what to do with the vodka and 

brandy - as they get no mention in the Method – so one assumes they are to be consumed by the cook along 



the way, and why does the orange zest suddenly appear in the method but not in the ingredients list??   And 

just to show my culinary ignorance, what is a “pit” and how many do I need?? “ 

 

Like a flash Len replied as follows:  “I left a bit out just to see if anyone was listening.  Will start again before I have 

some Liqueur.  

 

1 cup sugar 

1 cup water 

800-900gr ripe, washed Peaches 

1 teaspoon lemon zest 

1 teaspoon orange zest 

375ml strong vodka  

1 cup brandy 

4 drops yellow food colouring. 

___________ 
Boil sugar and water stirring until sugar dissolves and syrup turns clear – allow to cool. 

When lukewarm, into a large glass jar, put thinly sliced peaches, peach pits, lemon zest, sugar syrup, vodka, 

brandy and food colouring.  

Seal jar shake to mix. 

Store in cool dark place for 2 weeks 

Strain out the solids pour liqueur into clean jar seal and leave for 2-3 weeks. 

Keep peach solids in fridge serve with cream or ice cream. [be very careful of those peach pits!!  Ed] 

Bottle it, keep a bottle in fridge, is now ready to drink in liqueur glasses. 

Good drop. 

Len” 

 

History buffs, one for you 

 

Judith Davidson (the much “better half” to Peter) is a local historian.  You may have seen a number of her items in 

the Trib before its recent demise into what now seems to be a very marginal local content paper.  

  

However, Judith soldiers on.  Here is an example of her wonderful historical 

work:  http://www.yasstribune.com.au/story/6764977/our-history-push-for-an-ambulance-in-yass/ 

 

I received this request from her recently and here it is.  If you can help please do.  I am sure a pleasant and cosy 

afternoon going through your old photo albums will provide another very pleasurable dimension to this current 

“slow” time we are all experiencing.. 

 

Wayne....could you please include in your missive to the men a request for anyone who might have any 

photos in their archives of the concerts or procession that was held when Yass won the Top Town 

Competition run by the Daily Telegraph in 1954.  I am doing an article on this but locating images is proving 

difficult. There might be some photo albums out there that could help. 

 

Cheers, 

Judith 

 

You can contact her or send any photos you might have (take a photo of your photo(s) and email it/them to Judith at 

peterjudithyass@gmail.com.).  Alternatively, sent them to me and I will get them to her. 

 

Try not to dig up photos of you in a billy cart, you going to school on your first day, you learning how to smoke in the 

big sheds on Dutton street, or you learning how to ride a bike down the hill on Rossi Street.  Judith will be calling for 

those photos a bit later! 

 

 

Computer support 

 

With the recent closure of Think Technology’s shop front, it only leaves (to my knowledge) one operating Computer 

shop in Yass which, I understand, is now very busy. 
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HOWEVER, one of the technicians who worked in Think Tech has set up in business for himself and I had occasion to 

call on his services during this last week.  His details are: 

 

• Jonathon Keevers 

• Phone: 0402 650 935 

• Email:  support@yasstechnologysolutions.com.au 

• Website:  www.yasstechnologysolutions.com.au 

• Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/YassTechnologySolutions/ 
 

It is always good to have options.  This is another one in Yass.  My experience with Jonathon was excellent. 

 

I am NOT on any kind of finder’s fee etc.  However, if you do call him, tell him you heard of his service through the 

Men’s Shed. 

 

 

Bush Tucker Garden update 

 

 

One of the requirements of the NSW Community Development Grants people is that we 

submit a report (with pictures of progress) in the middle of October.  It occurs to me that 

some aerial shots of the garden area would be very good to have.  If there is anyone out 

there (or someone you know) with a camera-equipped drone that might take some 

photos in the next short while and then again in October after we have some progress to 

show, that would be excellent.  

 
We could after that, possibly have photos taken over the next couple of years to track the progress?? As you can see 

from the pictures previously published, the best we can do is some scrappy low-res google earth pictures.  Give me a 

call or send me an email. 

 

Discussions on what plants can be started now and what ones are best to leave until Spring will also occur and 

arrangements made. 

 

Here are some photos of yesterday’s activity: 

 

  

 

Many thanks to Aaron, Peter, Graeme and Allan (McGrath) for their COVID safe efforts! 

 

 

AGM Deferred 
 

Our AGM, normally held in April, has been deferred as you know. 

mailto:support@yasstechnologysolutions.com.au
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Our “on the ball” Public Officer, Brian Millett, has obtained advice from the NSW Office of Fair Trading to the effect 

that we can hold our 2020 AGM at the same time as our 2021 AGM – ie mid April next year.  The Committee has 

agreed that this is what we will do.  You will have seen my email on this matter which contained copies of the 2020 

Treasurer’s and Secretary’s Reports. 

 

We also need to organise an election of a new Committee also to be held in April next year.  May I extend my personal 

thanks to all members of the current Committee who, without any bleating about extra pay and conditions, have 

agreed to serve until that next AGM. 

 

I will circulate a separate email (probably around Feb/March next year) with a nomination form for anyone willing to 

volunteer to serve on the Committee for the coming year.  Please give it some consideration.  Also (please) have regard 

to the age of those members already on the Committee – they are among our Shed’s Very Senior Citizens now, many 

of them have been doing it since 2008!! and if we start to lose them, you younger members could lose the Shed if 

there is not a younger cohort coming up through the ranks.  If you are comfortable with that (losing your Shed) 

possibility, don’t volunteer.   

 

I have to advise that I am hearing some Committee members are seriously considering pulling the plug.  We need to 

keep them in the Shed and not drive them away because they are burned out, over it, or want to see new ideas and 

approaches.  It would be sad if other (younger) members are not prepared to keep the Shed viable and energetic. 

 

 

Lockdown laughs 

 

 

 
 

One of our “strong, silent-type” members, Daniel 
Anderson has been preparing for the Shed 
reopening by undertaking a series of heavy duty 
exercise and body strengthening regimes. 
 

Here he is working on his right arm strength by lifting about half a ton of hay bales.  Notice he appears to be doing it 
really easily and with no sign of strain on his face.  Try to remember NOT to upset him when we finally open again! 
 

You know you're Australian if: (thanks to Warwick Sainsbery for this collection) 

1. You know the meaning of the word "girt". 
2. You believe that stubbies can be either drunk or worn. 
3. You understand that, should an Australian prime minister attempt to invent a nickname for himself, the 

nation would respond by choosing its own moniker, somewhat less flattering. 
4. You believe the best-looking people in the world are those wearing the uniform of the Rural Fire Service, or 

its equivalent in other states. 
5. Returning home from overseas, you expect to be brutally strip-searched by Customs just in case you're trying 

to sneak in fruit. 



6. You make a bong out of your garden hose rather than use it for something illegal such as watering a lawn. 
7. You are alive to the debate over Australia Day, but accept the public holiday without question. 
8. You're secretly proud of our killer wildlife. 
9. You understand that tough times create strong, resilient, loving communities but would now like a break 

from the constant fire, flood, drought and hail. 
10. You believe that any DIY purchase must be accompanied by a sausage in a bun. 
11. You were taught on your grandparents’ knee that “all the banks are bastards” and now have the proof. 
12. You believe the best tourist attractions are housed within giant fibreglass prawns, bananas and sheep. 
13. You bitterly criticise the media for its constant and intrusive stories about the British royal family, then find 

yourself reading every word about Harry and Meghan. 
14. You believe the most patriotic way to vote at election time is while wearing a swimming costume. 
15. You know the British feel superior to us - but find yourself increasingly perplexed as to why. 
16. You pronounce Melbourne as "Mel-bin". 
17. You pronounce Penrith as "Pen-riff". 
18. You wonder when it was, exactly, that Australia’s politicians lost their sense of shame. 
19. You can translate: "Dazza and Shazza played Acca Dacca on the way to Maccas." 
20. You understand that "Wagga Wagga" can be abbreviated to "Wagga" but "Woy Woy" can't be called "Woy". 
21. You are welcoming of foreign visitors - but can’t wait to tell them about the Drop Bears. 
22. You are staunch in your defence of Australian-owned enterprises but can’t resist buying truckloads of 

imported crap. 
23. You call your best friend "a total bastard" but someone you really, truly despise is merely "a bit of a bastard". 
24. You wonder why, given the amount of cash thrown around at election time, none of it ever hits you. 
25. When you hear that an American "roots for his team", you wonder how often and with whom. 
26. You believe it is appropriate to put a rubber in your son's pencil case when he first attends school. 
27. You believe it makes sense for a country to have a $1 coin that's twice as big as its $2 coin. 
28. Whatever your linguistic skills, you find yourself able to order takeaway food in every Asian language. 
29. You believe that cooked-down axle-grease makes a good breakfast spread. 
30. You believe all famous Kiwis are actually Australian, until they stuff up, at which point they revert to being 

Kiwis. 
31. Hamburger. Beetroot. Of course. 
32. You know that certain vulgar words must, by law, be shouted during any rendition of the Angels' song Am I 

Ever Gonna See Your Face Again. 
33. You believe that the more you shorten someone's name, the more you like them. 
34. You get choked up with emotion by the first verse of the national anthem, then have trouble remembering 

the second. 
35. When you retire, your aim is to enjoy some “lifestyle” - an Australian word which roughly translates as 

“chardonnay”. 
36. You understand that the phrase "a group of women wearing black thongs" refers to footwear and may be 

less alluring than it sounds. 
37. You know, whatever the tourist books say, that no one says "cobber". 
38. You believe, as an article of faith, that every important discovery in the world was made by an Australian 

then sold off to the Yanks for a pittance. 
39. You know that "you" has a plural and that it's "youse". 
40. You’re proud of your country, but understand it can do a whole lot better. 
41. You know what it's like to swallow a fly, on occasion via your nose. 
42. You will immediately forward this list to other Australians, here and overseas, realising that only they will 

understand. 
 

 
1 June 2020 
 

YVMS LOCKDOWN UPDATE No 10 – 84 days since Lockdown 

 

BUT NO LONGER!! – In light of the recent NSW Government Announcement that as from Monday 1 June, gatherings 

of up to 50 people in one location will now be allowed under certain restrictions, the Committee has decided that we 

are back in business. 

 



Accordingly, the Committee has decided that the Shed will re-open on Saturday 6 June from 1.30 until 4.30pm and 

after that on normal days and times (Tuesdays: 9am to noon and Thursdays and Saturdays: 1.30 to 4.30pm). 

 

BUT UNDER THE FOLLOWING RULES which will be strictly enforced: 

 

• The 1.5m distance and 4 square metre space rules will both continue to apply until those restrictions are lifted 
by the Government.  Based on measurements I have done in all three regular inside gathering places at the 
Shed, we can legally accommodate no more than; 
➢ 20 (max) members in the Kaye Lemon Room 

➢ 30 (max) members in the Wood Workshop; and 
➢ 4 (max) members in the Metal Workshop 

• Regular use of “proper” hand washing and sanitisers (there are 5 bottles in the Shed and signage urging its 
use).  Please Note:  EVERY member MUST use the sanitiser on the sign-in book table BEFORE signing the book 
(this will keep the pen and other surfaces there safer); 

• There will be no biscuits or food in the Shed for the duration (we don’t want everyone dipping in and out of the 
biscuit barrels).  Coffee, tea and soft drinks will still be available.  Please wash your cup in hot water with 
detergent after use; 

• Boxes of gloves are provided in the Kay Lemon Room and in the Workshop.  Use them freely if you feel safer 
that way; 

• Peter Miller has very kindly DONATED a box of 50 masks for those of you who might feel safer using one of 
them. 

 

Please be aware that if you are immuno-compromised or suffer an underlying medical condition related to your 

heart or lungs (including asthma), liver or kidney disease or are undergoing some kind of chemotherapy or other 

cancer treatment, you probably should stay away. 

 

If you have any of the following symptoms you should be checked before coming to the Shed: 

 

• Most common symptoms:  fever,  dry cough,  tiredness 

• Less common symptoms:  aches and pains,  sore throat,  diarrhoea,  conjunctivitis,  headache,  loss of taste or 
smell,  a rash on skin, or discolouration of fingers or toes 

• Serious symptoms:  difficulty breathing or shortness of breath,  chest pain or pressure,  loss of speech or 
movement 

 

NOTE:  Committee members have expressed some concern that we might be re-opening a little too soon.  To be 

honest, I also harbour these concerns. However, they also recognise that the Men’s Shed is important in many 

members’ lives and are prepared to take this step on the strict understanding that if any member appears to be 

flouting the distancing or hygiene rules, that will spoil it for everyone and we will have no option or hesitation in 

closing the Shed again.  WE CANNOT RISK the Shed being a vector for the spread of the Virus and becoming a source 

of contagion in the wider Yass Valley Community. 

 

Bottom line:  If you are happy to come under these circumstances, please feel free.  If not, stay away and we will 

see you when you are happy and well enough to return. 

 

 

Stay healthy and safe, actively practise all the advice being provided, so we all come out of this better, stronger and more resilient people 

and ready to get the Shed up and running again very soon.  Stay Safe.  Stay Well, WASH YOUR BLOODY HANDS and Welcome Back!! 
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Important Calendar items for the next Month or so  

 

Too soon to have any yet – watch this space next week? 

 



 

What happened last week or recently 

 

Wendy Tuckerman MP visited the Shed with one of her advisers, Paige Penning, last Tuesday to informally “hand 

over” the recent NSW $4,500 Community Development Grant for our Bush Tucker Garden.  In line with  social 

distancing rules, only a few members attended – mainly those associated with the Bush Tucker Garden and they were 

able to brief Wendy on progress and plans.  She seemed quite impressed with progress so far and is keen to follow the 

development as it emerges from what used to be a bit of a desert. 

 

Here is the photo story from the day: 

 
Allan McGrath and Wendy practising chat and social 

distancing. 

 
Peter Davidson and Graeme Fountain giving Wendy the detail of the project. 

 

News from Tank’s Tribe 

 

I received the following news from Karin Hawker, Tank’s wife, during the week: 

 

From: Karin Hawker <sunfair@internode.on.net>  

Sent: Monday, 25 May 2020 9:44 AM 

To: Wayne Stuart - Secretary <secretary@yassmensshed.org.au> 

Subject: News 

 

Hi Wayne 

 

I just thought I would let you know some Joyous news for the Mernagh family Dad Andrew and member 

Master Liam, and new Grandson for Tank.  The arrival of a new son and brother  Master Declan Thomas was 

born in a hurry on Sunday 17/5/2020 at 3.38 am in the morning. 

 

Kind regards 

Karin Hawker 

 

On behalf of all members, I sent the following reply: 

 

From: Wayne Stuart - Secretary  

Sent: Monday, 25 May 2020 11:19 AM 

To: Karin Hawker <sunfair@internode.on.net> 

Subject: RE: News 

 

mailto:sunfair@internode.on.net
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Hi Karin 

 

Many thanks for this terrific news. 

 

Tell Tank, Andrew and Liam from us that we expect them to bring Declan along to the Shed very soon, so he 

can take Liam’s mantle as the youngest Men’s Shed member in Australia and perhaps the World!! 

 

I will put the news in next week’s Monday Missive.  Sincere congratulations to all!! 

 
Wayne Stuart 

Secretary 

Yass Valley Men’s Shed 

0419 292 022 

www.yassmensshed.org.au 

 

Bush Tucker Garden update 

 

 

We have now moved into SPENDING mode and already we have acquired some items that 

will make Bush Tucker Gardening successful and easy.  We have already taken delivery of 

3 planting/weeding kneelers and a RYOBI 1+ battery powered weed sprayer (7.5 litre 

capacity).  Our intention is to only use food safe (organic) sprays to keep weeds etc under 

control. 

 
We have also purchased a 36V Ryobi line trimmer which will make keeping long grass and verges etc under control a 

breeze.  We have ordered a DYMO metal label maker which should arrive in a week or so.   

 

More purchases are about to happen such as storm water pipe and hose pipe and fittings to get water to the 

garden.  Major BTG Donors, Paul Scorgie and Chris Beck will also be doing things like digging trenches for the water 

reticulation, delivering and moving more mulch and a large tree trunk which we intend to use as a means of attracting 

wildlife (bee hotel, nest boxes, refuge for small animals etc).  So far, we have spent about a quarter of the $4,500 

budget and plan to effectively use up the $4,500 Grant to best and most efficient effect.  Stand by for more news on 

this part of the project. 

 

Also, as we are now able to get back to the Shed, perhaps some more members might feel the urge to get into the 

garden and help move it along a bit more quickly? 

 

I asked last week if anyone (a member or contact) has a drone with photo capability so we can have a time lapse photo 

record of the gardens under development and then after they start producing.  Can anyone help with this? 

 

Important Shed Management Matters 

 

Shed Tax issues 

We have been a bit concerned about this matter for the best part of 6 months or so.  Recently, Committee-man Jack 

Child pursued the matter with a Tax Accountant mate of his and we have received heartening news that not only are 

we exempt (as we had always thought) but that there is no need to do any other reporting etc this year. 

 

Many thanks to Jack and his contact. 

 

AGM Deferred 
 

Our AGM, normally held in April, has been deferred and will now be held with the 2021 AGM in April next year. 

 

I have to advise that I am hearing some Committee members are seriously considering pulling the plug and will/may 

not renominate to continue.   

http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/


We need to keep them in the Shed and not drive them away because they are burned out or over it.   On the contrary, 

they want to see new ideas and approaches in the Shed to keep it vibrant and constantly renewing – old heads are not 

good at that stuff.  It would be sad if other (younger) members are not prepared to keep the Shed viable and energetic.   

 

For your information, by the time of the next AGM, the age range of the current Committee will be from 71 to 84 years 

of age (2 members in their mid 70s, 2 members in their late 70s and two members in their 80s).  I don’t think can be 

allowed to go on any longer.  These members just want the opportunity to enjoy the Shed without other duties being 

required of them.  On the basis of this demographic, I would be surprised if more than 1 or 2 current members go 

around again! And, if they don’t what happens then? 

 

Please consider how you might be able to help on the Committee next year and contact Allan McGrath or me to discuss 

if you think you can help.  Depending on what positions become vacant, it might be prudent for us to identify potential 

replacements early so that a period of familiarisation and exposure to the various activity can be experienced.  There 

are 4 Executive Positions (President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary) and 3 non executive members: ie with 

no specific portfolio responsibility (although such members often volunteer to take on some duties to keep the load 

on the executive members balanced out). 

 

This is very important – the last thing we need is for the majority of the Committee to pull out next year and for there 

to be no-one willing to keep the place going.  It is YOUR Shed – so it is YOUR responsibility. 

 

 

Lockdown laughs – last one? 

 

For those of you who don’t watch the ABC on Thursday nights just before the 7pm news, you are missing Sammy J, 

one of the best comedians going around at the moment.  Here is his most recent effort to help us all cope with 

COVID 19:  https://youtu.be/Q0fkv2vJrPQ.  If you like him, look him up online – he has lots of little You Tube videos 

all of which are pretty much priceless. 
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Important Calendar items for the next Month or so  

 

The Committee will be holding a Special (face to face) meeting this coming week to discuss the need to find members 

willing to volunteer and nominate for the Committee at the next AGM (April 2021).  There is no panic or real concern 

just yet, other than the very real possibility that a number of long serving members badly need a break and be allowed 

to enjoy the Shed as private members – just like you have done. 

 

As soon as we have an outcome from that meeting, I will let you know.  You may see a bit of an elevated campaign to 

get YOU to nominate, associated with an education or mentoring program to demystify the Committee process and 

individual positions for members who might be interested and willing to help keep the place alive.  We have lots of 

talented members and new blood and talent on the Committee will only improve the place. 

 

What happened last week or recently 

 

First day back after the COVID Lockdown - The Shed has re-opened!! 

 

And what a good day it was – lots of faces that have been missed during the lockdown and much catching up 

undertaken practising all of the recommended safety procedures.  It was very reassuring to see all members that 

attended doing the right thing. 

 

One safety practise we had missed was the use of our coffee cups.  From Tuesday we will have a good supply of throw 

away (one use) cups on hand.  If you want to use a “proper” coffee cup, bring your favourite with you and take it away 

again to be properly washed up at home.  We have made an excellent start – it is now up to each of us to stay vigilant 

and to keep yourself AND YOUR MATES safe. 

https://youtu.be/Q0fkv2vJrPQ


Bush Tucker Garden update 

 

 

Now that we are open again, I hope a couple of energetic members will see the piles of 

mulch that still need to be moved onto the Bush Tucker Garden site.  In the time that we 

have “been away” the grass and weeds have gone mad and Bruce Skillin has agreed to 

come to the Shed to get that grass back under control so we can pile the mulch on top of 

it. 

 

Once that is done, we might organise a working bee for next Saturday afternoon to move 

as much mulch as possible onto the newly mown areas within the Bush Tucker Garden 

area to help suppress the weeds and also to provide more places for upcoming 

plantings.  Bring a barrow, a fork and a rake if you want to be involved. 

 
You might recall that I have been calling for any 
members who know of  drone pilot who might be 
able to do a “Drone’s Eye Time Line” (a couple of 
hundred metres above) of the garden as it now 
starts to develop.  Well, we have found one.  His 
name is Greg Clifford and he runs an outfit called 
GSAerial.  If you have facebook, have a look at his 
page – some of his work is just amazing.  Here is the 
link: https://www.facebook.com/GSAerialImaging/ 
 
Greg came to site on Saturday afternoon, flew his 
machine and got some pretty fantastic pictures.  He 
has agreed to come back every 3 months or so 
which will mean that we will be able to follow the 
development of the garden from above over an 
extended period. 
 
With any luck it will convince the NSW Government 
that we have used their Grant money well and also 
might provide, as time goes on, another means of 
showcasing Yass, our Shed and some of the good 
things that we do. 
 

 

The photo → is of Greg about to pluck his drone out of the sky as it returned to him. He is a very brave man, the drone 
was a bit annoyed having been investigated with amorous intent by an eagle during its flight. 
 

And, as if One Garden is not enough…. 

 

How good things that go unnoticed can make a good place better.. 

 

About 8 years ago, two members, Llewyn Dowling and Mark Garland would bring some VALMAR boys to the Shed 

every Tuesday morning for a bit of something different (for them).  They did lots of good stuff, making things and 

generally having a great time. 

 

One of their projects was to plant about 25 hedging plants in front of the Containers so that the view from Yass Valley 

Way would improve over time and the containers would eventually disappear.   

 

All these years later, Allan McGrath has adopted this space.  He has repainted the picnic tables and stools, planted 

grass seed, cleaned up the garden beds and planted heaps of flowers and tended the struggling hedge through the 

drought. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/GSAerialImaging/


The place is now a picture and makes the Shed a much more attractive place.  Congratulations to Llewyn, Mark, Allan 

and the VALMAR boys. 

 

 

 

After the Lockdown laughs – time for some optimism? 

 

A group of retirees meets in a Tel Aviv coffeehouse to discuss the world's many problems.  

One of them shocks his friends by announcing: "I'm an optimist." 

Another asks: "Then why do you look so worried?" 

Answer: "You think it's easy to be an optimist?" 

 
 
15 June 2020 
 
Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 

 

Things are back and humming at the Shed again – ain’t it grand?? 

 

Many thanks to all members who seem to be following the safe distancing, hand washing etc etc.  Let’s keep us all 

safe! 

 

You will have received Allan McGrath’s letter this week about the need for early thinking about our next AGM and 

especially the need for succession planning as no current Committee members are as young as they were when we 

kicked off 12 years ago (13 years by the time of the next AGM in April 2021). 

 

Allow me to provide my two penneth in supporting Allan’s call for members to seriously consider expressing interest 

now with a view to nominating next year.  We badly need some younger members to come through with relevant 

skills and experience to help run the place. 

 

I will now “come clean” with members.  I am one of the Committee members who will not renominate for the 

Committee next year.  I have been Secretary for pretty much all of the time between 2008 and now, and, I need a bit 

of a change of focus and effort in my life.  I will certainly remain a member and will be “hands on” but not on the 

Committee.  And I undertake not to be a helicopter person buzzing around overviewing the new Committee’s activity. 



As Secretary I have invented or provided quite a number of functions that are strictly not a Secretary’s role. Many of 

them could stop tomorrow and not many members would notice.  Anyone who might nominate for the Secretary role 

will not be required or expected to continue with those activities.  Some of those things might be picked up by other 

Committee members, or even by non-Committee members.  Some of them could be Social planning (bus trips, dinners, 

BBQs), corporate clothing, applying for and managing Grants, organising donation or petition appeals following local 

or national disasters, etc). 

 

In my view the essential Secretarial duties are to: 

• look after incoming and outgoing communications (very low key and not very frequent),  

• help the President with any formal (face to face) meetings (very rare – we have had one in the last 15 months!),  

• manage the Virtual Committee Decision Making Process (very easy – just an email to all Committee members 
asking them to vote on any current proposal (eg, new member application, how to spend some money 
(remember the polo shirts? etc)) and   

• manage the Membership Register and annual membership renewals process.   
 

This last one could be handled by another member (either on the Committee or not) as long as they attend the Shed 

regularly and learn the ropes – not too hard.  More importantly, what the next Committee and members decide to do 

to manage the place will be entirely up to them (having regard only to what NSW Law and our Constitution demands). 

 

All Shed functions have been recorded in a “how to” document (BUT, NOT for Dummies – we don’t have any of those 

in our membership list!)  So, there will always be a safety net and  reference book to support you.  More importantly, 

though, each new Committee member with a responsibility will have complete freedom to “do it your way” as long as 

your way is legal.  I am sure previous office holders will be available for advice and mentoring if needed and requested. 

 

 

No one should be daunted.  If I have been doing it this long and haven’t been caught out, it can’t be that hard!  May I invite anyone 

interested in learning about the Secretary position to contact me and I will be pleased to discuss. 
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Important Calendar items for the next Month or so  

 

• We are feeling our way in post COVID-land and are not actually planning any activity.  If anything comes up, I 
will advise. 

 

• One of the early changes you might notice following my advice that I will not be continuing on as Secretary 
next year, is that I will start to reduce the frequency of these Missives.  I will play it by ear, but you will probably 
see that they become monthly events from now on and will probably stop after the AGM.  Any important 
notices to members will arrive as those announcements need to be made.  Don’t be concerned – 
communications will not stop. 
 

• I will also be slowly stepping back from other non-essential activity I currently perform as Secretary over the 
next 10 months.  Not telling you what it is.  Let me know if you notice a change. 

 

What happened last week or recently 

 

Bush Tucker Garden update 

 

 

Our Saturday BTG Working Bee went off very well.  We had many hands on deck forking, 

shovelling, raking , barrowing and spreading.  It was not only a wonderful thing to watch 

and be involved in, but everyone seemed to really enjoy themselves and, because of the 

very good numbers, it only took about 1½ hours to complete. 

 

At the risk of missing someone (for which I apologise in advance), these are the members 

I can remember who were there and working (alphabetical order):  Ray Armour, Peter 



Bernasconi, Rod Cahill, David Campbell, Allan Carey, Keith Chappell, Peter Davidson, Brian 

Drew, Allan McGrath, Mac McLean, John Pratten, Wayne Stuart. 

 

 
Moving the Mulch Mountain…. 

 
…..delivering, spreading, raking etc 

 
Job done - looking Nor-Nor West 

 
Job done - looking North 

 
A special mention is needed concerning extra effort performed by Allan Carey and Ray Armour.  At one point Allan got 
the chain saw and set about giving some of the big trees a tidy up.  We ended up with a quite large pile of (mostly 
dead) branches, which Ray then loaded on his ute and moved to the standby bonfire site.  Allan then did his fire thing 
and the place is once again tidy, neat and clean. 
 
The Plan from here is to start acquiring and planting lots of bush tucker plants.  In due course, we will get another 
HUGE load of mulch to complete the planting areas in the current garden plan.  Stand by for more news of progress, 
more enjoyable working bees and turning the place from a bit of a desert into a verdant and productive place. 
 
And if you think that was the only activity on Saturday, Trevor Cox has installed a hand washing basin adjacent to the 
rain water tank at the back door and Ken Reidy installed a tap and organised the plumbing.  If you pay attention, you 
can simultaneously wash your hands and your boots at the same time by placing your boots below the outlet drain 



(clever and inventive).  Members are now urged to wash your hands in that sink and not in the washing up sink in the 
kitchen. Many thanks to Trevor and Ken. 
 
Thank you to all members who showed up on Saturday – it is great to see you and also to see the place come alive 
again! 
 
 

Another POST COVID laugh – this time at the expense of our Pollies 

 

A politician was seated next to a little girl on an aeroplane so he turned to her and said, "Do you want to 

talk?  Flights go quicker if you strike up a conversation with your fellow passenger." 

  

The little girl, who had just started to read her book, replied to the total stranger, "What would you want to talk 

about?" 

 

"Oh, I don't know," said the politician.  "How about global warming , fast broadband or the Refugee situation?" he 

said, smiling smugly. 

  

"Okay," she said.  "Those could be interesting topics but let me ask you a question first.  A horse, a cow, and a deer 

all eat the same stuff - grass.  Yet a deer excretes little pellets, while a cow turns out a flat patty, but a horse 

produces clumps. Why do you suppose that is?" 

  

The legislator, visibly surprised by the little girl's intelligence, thinks about it and says, with a typical politician's 

wisdom "Hmmm, I have no idea." 

  

To which the little girl replies, "Do you really feel qualified to discuss refugees, computers, or climate change, when 

you don't know shit?"   Then she went back to reading her book. 

 
29 June 2020 
 
Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 

 

You might by now be noticing my gentle stepping back from my Secretarial activity.  I assure all members no important 

or essential functions are being affected – just some of the “add-on” stuff I tend to do essentially for my own 

benefit.  The Missive is, perhaps, the most obvious change you will notice.  I am intending to slow it down a tad to 

perhaps fortnightly or even monthly, depending on how much news I have to tell. 

 

From now on, I will try to improve this newsletter so that it will much better serve members by only dealing with 

“immediate” issues and it does so in “point form” so my penchant for using 50 words when 5 will do is overcome!  So 

here goes: 

 

• Bush Tucker Garden Planting Fest – Next Saturday, 4 July (between 1.30pm and 4.30pm – after the by-
election).  Aaron is purchasing plants this week – bring a trowel or get Roger or one of the other wood turners 
to make you a personal “dibbler” for a small fee – you will be able to use it at home afterwards!  More BTG 
news below. 

 

• New member this week – Graham Pagden – make him welcome.  Membership now stands at 105!! 
 

• YVMS Baseball caps and Polo Shirts are still available – talk to me. 
 

• Gas Patio Heater.  Roger and Jack have been conducting an Asset Audit in recent days (well done you two!) 
and are unable to locate the Gas Patio Heater.  Does anyone have a memory of what might have happened to 
it – did we sell it?  Is it on loan to a member?  Any ideas?  Please reply to this email and let me know if you 
know where we might find it. 
 



• No 1st Wednesday Morning Tea this month – sorry chaps (COVID 19, you know). 
 

• After Allan McGrath’s letter seeking “expressions of interest” to nominate for the Shed Committee next April, 
we have received 5 approaches (there are 7 positions).  Only one expression has identified an Executive 
Position (Treasurer).  Please don’t let this slide – we need members to step up and help the Shed survive.  Most 
men usually think they don’t have the skills – RUBBISH!  Please give it some serious thought and talk to current 
Committee members. 

 

 

No one should be daunted.  If I have been doing it this long and haven’t been caught out, it can’t be that hard!  May I invite anyone 

interested in learning about the Secretary position to contact me and I will be pleased to discuss. 

 

ws   Editor  0419 292 022 

 

 

What happened last week or recently 

 

Bush Tucker Garden update 

 

 

The NSW $4,500 Grant is still being spent (very wisely, I assure you).  This week we have 

purchased a new 4 stroke Rover Mower that will handle the conditions a bit better than 

the old Victa that has served us very well for the last dozen years. 

 

We have started to purchase plants for the garden.   

 

We have also ordered an Information Sign to be planted at the entrance to the BTG that will inform visitors what 

we are doing and generally providing a welcoming aspect to the garden. 

 

Allan McGrath sent me 
this photo after the most 
recent fall of rain → 
 
Next time someone in 

the Shed shouts “ducks 

on the pond!!”, I, for 

one, will immediately be 

very confused and 

won’t know where to 

look! 

 

 

 

Water reticulation plans are now being advanced and 
hopefully the physical results of this planning will be 
the next BIG change you will see.  Hopefully we will be 
talking to Paul Scorgie and Chris Beck this week for 
more earth moving and more mulch. 
 
And now, an important message from Roger Holgate: 
 
“BEWARE, Plovers ← are swooping violently at the 

Bush Tucker Garden as soon as you turn your back on 

them.  Obviously they have a nest somewhere there.” 

 

[Don’t these plovers know it is Winter and NOT Spring – why are they nesting now?  On the other hand, the Bush 

Tucker Garden environment appears to be attracting wildlife – a huge change from the effective desert it was only 6 

months ago -  SO good! Ed] 



This is how the Egyptians are dealing with COVID 

 

 
 
13 July 2020 
 
Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 

 

So far no-one has moaned about how the number of my messages in your in-boxes is dropping off.  I might take 

encouragement and slow down a bit more.  And, now, here is the news: 

 

• Bush Tucker Garden –  there is some detailed BTG news below. 
 

• YVMS Baseball caps and Polo Shirts are still available – talk to me. 
 

• No further interest expressed concerning Committee vacancies next year.  Don’t forget about this – it is 
important. 

 

• Financial memberships stand at 105.  However, on 1 August (only 19 sleeps!),  anyone who has not renewed 
will become unfinancial and their name tag will be removed from the board above the Sign in book.  I will 
remind all who have not paid later this week.  If you want to beat me to it, here is how:  give your money ($25) 
to me or leave it in the letter box, or do it online:  BSB: 032 771, A/c No. 209167 
 

• “Minimal Bureaucracy, Maximum Fun” is our Shed motto.  In that spirit, you will be thrilled to hear that in 
the last week, we have removed 6 padlocks (all with individual keys) from various doors around the place and 
have replaced them with 6 new German padlocks all keyed alike.  It will now be a much more straightforward 
matter to open the Shed and the various outbuildings etc.  Many thanks to David Campbell who did the 
shopping for us. 

 

 

 

ws   Editor  0419 292 022 

 

 

What happened last week or recently 

 



We had a BIG SPLASH in the YVT last Wednesday (a full page, no less). 

 

An item on our fundraising efforts during 

and after the Bushfires this year, both of 

which were submitted to the declining Yass 

Tribune and were not, it appears, 

newsworthy; and 

 

A second one concerning a generous 

donation from the YVT to us via one of their 

Facebook “like” voters, Daniel Clark a well 

know singer songwriter around town, who 

won $100 courtesy the YVT and has passed 

it on to us.  Here is Daniel handing over the 

money to Allan McGrath (who is plainly 

struggling with the 1.5m rule on this 

occasion!) 
 

At this point I can’t find these items of news online, so you will just have to buy a copy of last Wednesday’s 

paper!  Excellent value for $2 when compared with what we used to get for $1.50!  Not only that, you actually get 

heaps of news about Yass and not Goulburn Real Estate or what SCOMO or the Donald did this week. Unfortunately 

due to a recent Council decision, the YVT is unable to bring us news of what Council might be planning for us by 

withdrawing that information from the local newspaper.   

 

Don’t they realise that not everyone (especially a lot of people who are long-time residents and ratepayers, and who 

fit into our particular demographic) has access to Council’s online facility?   Should I be feeling another YVMS  petition 

coming on? 

 

Bush Tucker Garden update 

 

 

We have now purchased (thanks to Brian Drew for his great purchasing skills) 

all the plumbing bits that will be needed to install water reticulation to the BTG. 

 

I am hoping we will see Paul Scorgie this week so we can plan the necessary 

ground works to do that installation. 

 

 

 

Early June      Early July 



Aaron Chatfield brought a quantity of bush tucker plants to the Shed last Saturday week and he and  couple of stoic 

volunteers (Graeme Pagden, Frank Grace, Graeme Fountain (and perhaps a couple of others I might have missed) 

planted them the in the mulch beds and in and around the Dreamtime Billabong.  We need to be careful not to let 

anyone mow the area of the Billabong from now on!  We also used some of Chris Beck’s latest delivery of pine mulch 

to set up another mulch bed.   

 

How the COVID lockdown is exposing “issues” in relationships 

 

• I hate it when my wife gets annoyed with me for being lazy.  It’s not as if I did anything! 
 

• A mate of mine told me a Corona Virus joke, but it appears I will have to wait 14 days to get it. 
 
 
27 July 2020 
 
Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 

 

Here is the news: 

 

• YVMS COVID 19 Lockdown (again) – this is very bad news for the Committee and membership.  The 
Committee feels, keenly, its duty of care to members and to the wider Yass Valley Community, and in light of 
this recent statement by the NSW Government: “The NSW Government is advising that all activity that is not 
essential should be limited", we could not, in good conscience, assert that opening the Shed is 
“essential”.  Please accept our apology for this tough decision and rest assured that the Shed will open again 
as soon as it is safe to do so. 

 

• Bush Tucker Garden –  nothing to report since we closed the Shed. 
 

• No further interest expressed concerning Committee vacancies next year.  Don’t forget about this – it is 
important.  This is something that might exercise your minds during this quiet time.  Are you missing the Shed, 
the great blokes, the activity, the jokes, the banter, the teasing?  Help keep it going by putting up your hand to 
help us out next year! 

 

• Financial memberships stand at 106 –However, on 1 August (only 5 sleeps!),  anyone who has not renewed 
will become unfinancial and their name tag will be removed from the board above the Sign in book.  I have 
reminded all members who have not paid last week.  Leave your $25 in the letter box in an envelope with your 
name on it, or do it online:  BSB: 032 771, A/c No. 209167 – make sure to include your name so we know who 
the payment is from.  If you did not receive an email from me, you are up to date and don’t need to pay until 
this time next year.  If you did get and email from me and reckon you have paid, let me know and I will do 
another audit. 
 

• Current Membership Status (at the time of writing) shows that only 21 members’ 2020/21 dues are 
outstanding.  On the upside, this means that 85 members have already signed on for next year.  In my time in 
the Shed, this is by far the most successful renewal program we have seen.  Usually at this time of year, our 
membership falls back to around 50-70 members (while most of you are sunning yourselves in Queensland, no 
doubt!)  It normally takes a month or two to build the numbers up to end of financial year numbers again.  I 
mentioned, above, that our current financial membership is 106 – this is because we have just signed up a new 
member, Graeme Walmsley from Gundaroo. Make him welcome when you meet him after we re-open. 
 

 

 

 

ws   Editor  0419 292 022 

 



 

Shed mates helping a Shed mate 

 

 
↓ 

One of our long 

time and much 

admired 

members, Ruben 

Larzabal recently 

asked for some 

help moving a 

large water tank 

into a place on 

his 

property.  During 

the drought last 

year, his tanks 

ran dry and he 

lost a number of 

grape vines, 

orchard trees 

and the veggie 

patch was also 

very seriously 

affected. 

 

 

 
↓ 

 

 

Allan McGrath, Roger Holgate, Allan Carey, David Campbell and Bruce Skillin (+ me) all showed up to meet the truck 

at the appointed time.   

 

The truck driver decided that if he delivered the tank to site, he would not be able to get his truck back out to the road 

(too slippery), so the tank was unloaded beside the driveway. 

 

Allan Carey then positioned his 4WD (in low range) and proceeded to tow the tank into place, guided by blokes 

pushing, pulling, shouting, swearing, advising….  Great fun was had by all. 

 

Afterwards, Mirta (Ruben’s better half) provided a pretty special offering of food and hot drinks that went way 

beyond a simple “thank you”. 

 

How the COVID lockdown is exposing us all to terrible puns 

 

What’s the difference between COVID-19 and Romeo and Juliet? 

One’s a coronavirus and the other is a Verona crisis. 

You know what they say: feed a cold, starve a fever, drink a corona. 

What do you call panic-buying of sausage and cheese in Germany? 

The wurst-kase scenario. 

Back in my day you would cough to cover up a fart. Now, with 

COVID-19, you fart to cover a cough. 

grocery stores in France look like tornadoes hit them. All that’s left is 

de brie. 

Finland just closed its borders. You know what that means. No one 

will be crossing the finish line. 

What do you tell yourself when you wake up late for work and 

realize you have a fever? “Self, I so late”. 

Why CentreLink’s JobSeeker is such a 

good idea 

 

 
 

https://www.reddit.com/r/dadjokes/comments/flwxfr/whats_the_difference_between_covid19_and_romeo/
https://www.reddit.com/r/dadjokes/comments/fky831/feed_a_cold_starve_a_fever/
https://www.reddit.com/r/dadjokes/comments/fkfyf2/my_friend_in_germany_says_that_there_has_been/
https://www.reddit.com/r/dadjokes/comments/fl9nvv/back_in_my_day_you_used_to_cough_to_cover_up_a/
https://www.reddit.com/r/dadjokes/comments/fl1ygc/finland_has_just_closed_their_borders/
https://www.reddit.com/r/dadjokes/comments/flvvwo/what_do_you_tell_yourself_when_you_wake_up_with/


YVMS Projects 

 
Creative Gunning  is an outlet for interesting items for sale in Yass Street Gunning (in the foyer of the old picture 
theatre a couple of doors back from Baileys Garage).  This is proving to be a very good money spinner for the Shed and 
some members as well.  If you would like some of your wares to be included (either ones you have made for the Shed 
at the Shed using Shed resources) to sell, or things you have made at home for private sale, talk to Roger Holgate or 
Allen Carey. 
 
Bottles and cans recycling at Woolies 
 
This is also proving a good little earner for us – although is currently on hold in the Lockdown.  So far by my estimation, 
we have managed to earn just under $1,000 thanks to Allan Carey who has decided to do the depositing for us. In 
recent times he has been joined by Peter Davidson and some other members who seems to have “caught the bug” If 
anyone else would like to lighten Allan’s load, please let me know.  Keep bringing those cans and bottles chaps! 
 
Membership News 
  
Membership increase has been stymied by the COVID 19 shut down.  We have signed up two new members:  Graham 
Pagden and Graeme Walmsley and two long term members have died:  Vale Ron Badger and John D’Arx.  Both will be 
missed. 
 
Now that August has arrived, all members who are unfinancial have been removed from the “active” Membership 
Register.  Accordingly, our membership stands, today, at 93.  This is actually an excellent result for us.  Normally at this 
time of year with people sunning themselves in Queensland or distracted by other activity, members take a while to 
come back on board.  Typically, on 1 August each year our active/financial membership falls to between 50 and 70.   
 
If you wish to pay, the BSB is 032 771 and  Account No:209167.  Alternatively drop an envelope with your name and 
payment in the Shed letterbox. 
 
 
The Yass Valley Men’s Shed is very grateful for the generous support of the following entities  (in alphabetical order): 
 
BarkerHarle (Consulting Engineers); Chris Beck Tree Removal; Bunnings (Belconnen); Dreamtime Connections;  
Goodradigbee Bookkeeping; KidsBlitz (aka Allan McGrath); the Lansdowne Foundation; Millers Pharmacy, Yass; 
Minister Katrina Hodgkinson, (former State Member for Burrinjuck); Pollack Concreting Services; Priceline Pharmacy 
Yass;  Scorgie Earthmoving;  Southern Cable Services; Steve Bugden Plumbing; Supa IGA (Yass); Touie Smith Jnr;  
Yass Concrite; Yass & District Printing; Yass Fire Brigade; YassFM; Yass Freemasons; Yass Lions Club; Yass Outdoor 
Power Centre; Yass Rotary Club; Yass Valley Council; Yass Valley First Aid Training; Yass Valley Physiotherapy; The 
Yass Tribune; Woolworths (Yass).  
 
Please let me know if you think the list is missing an important sponsor/supporter. 
 
For information on Shed Opening Times, regular events and contacts:  please click on this link 
http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/   
 
Download a Membership Form if you know someone who would like to join our Shed.   
Click on this link http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf  
and print the form for them. 
 
If you want to see previous editions of the Messenger, you can find them all on the YVMS Website at this address 
(just click on it): http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive - go back and dig up some YVMS archaeology. 
 
 
 
 
 
Wayne Stuart    0419 292 022 

http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/
http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf
http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive

