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IT Moderator:  Ross Stirton 

Shed Opening Times (when we re-open  
                                          after Covid19) 
 
• Tuesdays:  9am to Noon 

• Thursdays:  1.30pm to 4.30pm 

• Saturdays:  1.30pm to 4.30pms  

• Tuesdays: 2-3pm YVMS Exercise Class in the 

Community Centre 

• First Wednesday of each month:  10am to 

11.30am, “First Wednesday Morning Tea”  

• Last Saturday of the Month: 12.30 to 

1.30pm, Shed BBQ - $2  

 

Irish Toast:    It is better to spend 
money like there is no tomorrow, 
than to spend tonight like there’s 
no money! 

 

 

 
 

Editorial - from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 
 
This ongoing lockdown is having all kinds of interesting and re-assuring moments, no?   
 
On Monday of last week, I had a very friendly call from Anne at the Australian Men’s Shed Association (AMSA) asking 
for reassurance that we are all OK and if there is anything ASMSA can do to assist.  Pretty good, I think!  I told her we 
were all trying to keep in touch and, as far as we know, there is not much to be concerned about on behalf of our 
members.  I also suggested that this Messenger would be online today and if she wanted to keep tabs on us, the 
occasional look at our website and facebook page would keep her up to date. 
 
In my editorial for the February Messenger, I made the following comment:  “My personal hope for 2020 is that more 
members will become actively engaged in Shed activity  - especially in a “doing” role.  If you have skills, talents, 
ambitions, good jokes or tall tales to tell or plans of your own, join us in making the Shed a fantastic place for all 
members – you will be a hero!” 
 

 

That worked out well, didn’t it?  What I am hoping for now is an opportunity to throw open the doors 
and catch up with all of you good blokes again!  Let’s not worry too much about plans and activity, 
let’s just look forward to a place to go and friends to enjoy! 
ws     Editor 

http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/
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Message from the President – Allan McGrath  
  
Greetings fellow isolaters.  It is true enough that we do not really appreciate what we have until it is gone...in our case 

hopefully it is only temporary and we will have the Shed back in full swing some day soon.  

Thank you to everyone that has been keeping an eye on the Shed and surrounds and those who have found time to 

undertake some maintenance...  it is noticed and it is appreciated.   I was proud to see Wayne’s artistic efforts with 

the rosemary prominently displayed at the memorial on Anzac Day. 

 

In the current circumstances, it is a bit hard to report on what we have done or what we plan.  I will 

be a bit more fulsome a bit later on. 

Stay safe everyone.  

Allan McG 

 
  

Message from the Workshop Manager – Roger Holgate  
 

 Here we are more than 6 weeks into Covid 19 isolation.  How are we all faring? 

I have been quite busy, starting with a post breakfast walk followed by a coffee, then what to do next, not 

enough hours in a day I am finding with gardening, cleaning and tidying, reorganising, repairing and 

painting, minor jobs on the cars and caravan, etc..  I have just spent more than a week and a half neatening 

up the laundry, something that has waited almost 18 years, and I still have a little more to go.  There is still 

heaps to do and if I ever run out of things there is always my wood turning which seems to have been 

forgotten with all this activity.  I need the Men’s Shed to reopen for a spell. 

On that account we have spent very little money with no coffees, no meals out, no petrol or diesel, just 

enjoying good home cooked meals which has included heaps from the garden, I have actually shed a 

couple of Kilos. 

While the current worldwide situation is a disaster it has had some benefits.   The biggest concern is our, 

and our country’s future financial situation and travel and distancing rules.  It was so exciting just to go on 

an outing to Murrumbateman for our flu shots. 

I have recently made a visit to the Shed and checked on the workshop equipment then cleaned and oiled 

the lathe beds and cast iron tables on the bandsaws, thicknessers, sanders etc.  These machines will need 

to be wiped down with turps when we get back to using them.  Fortunately all appears okay at the Shed in 

general. 

Since lock down we have received our quarterly sales report from Creative Gunning which again was very 

good under the current circumstances.  We are always looking for new things to add to the variety so this 

needs other creative brains to get involved.  See what ideas some of you might be able to come up with. 

  

I really can’t think of much else to report on so please all take care of yourselves and look 

forward to hopefully getting back to some sort of normality in the not too distant future. 

Roger Holgate. 

 
 

Regular social and important events 
 
Apart from items recorded in the Weekly Missives (see below) nothing to report and no future plans either at this 
time. 
 



Morrissey and McGuigan’s Mouthwatering Messenger Munchies  
 

Stir fried chicken. 

This recipe is from a leaflet from NSW Health, so I suppose it must be healthy. Of course, if it is healthy and endorsed 

by government some of you might dismiss it. It’s a recipe that’s very adaptable. You can use beef or pork instead of 

chicken. You can also have it entirely vegetable. The other thing about it is that the sauce is very easy to make. Some 

of the ingredients are used sparingly, like cornflour and hoisin sauce. However, they are staples you should keep in 

your cupboards as they are very versatile and keep well. Finally, like all the recipes I’ve suggested, they are easy enough 

for me to make successfully! It serves 4, but just halve the quantities if cooking for 2 people. If you’re on your own you 

can cook for 2, and save the leftovers as they’ll keep in the fridge. 

Ingredients: 
500g chicken fillets, skinned and thinly sliced.   1 red capsicum, sliced. 
2 small zucchini, sliced.     350g broccoli, broken into small pieces. 
1 medium carrot, sliced. 2 teaspoons cornflour blended with 1 tablespoon water. 
1 tablespoon honey. 2 tablespoons salt-reduced soy sauce. 
1 tablespoon sweet chilli sauce 1 tablespoon hoisin sauce. 
2 teaspoons grated fresh ginger (you can use minced ginger from a jar just as easily) 
2 teaspoons oil (peanut is best, but vegetable is OK). 
 

Method: 
1. Heat the oil in a pan or wok, and cook the chicken for 3-4 minutes until tender.  

Remove and set aside. 
2. Add the carrot to the pan and cook for 2-3 minutes, then add the remaining vegetables and stir fry for another 

2-3 minutes. 
3. Stir in the cornflour mixture, ginger, honey, soy sauce, chilli sauce and hoisin sauce and cook over medium 

heat for 2-3 minutes until the sauce boils and thickens. 
4. Return the chicken to the pan and stir fry for 2-3 minutes longer until heated through. 

 

 

Serve with rice or noodles. A nice dry white wine might be a suitable accompaniment. (Len, any 
suggestions?) 
 
Joe 
 

 

***** 
KOREAN GRILLED CHICKEN BREASTS (in each of the following pork, veal, can be used.) 
 

450 gr chicken breasts  
¼ cup soy sauce 
¼  cup apple sauce 
¼ cup finely chopped onion 
1tsp sesame oil 
1 tsp grated ginger 

1 tbsp brown sugar 
2 garlic cloves crushed 
1 tsp red pepper flakes ( optional) 
1 tsp sesame seeds, plus more for topping 
2 thinly sliced shallots white & green parts 
 

 

Flatten chicken, combine soy sauce, apple sauce, onion, sesame oil, ginger, brown sugar, garlic, pepper flakes, sesame 
seeds in a bowl, add the chicken, leave for about 1 hr.  Over medium heat, grill chicken, turn and spoon marinate over 
till cooked to your liking. 
 

EASY GRILLED CHICKEN BREASTS  
 

1/3rd cup olive oil 
¼ cup cider vinegar, ( or red wine vinegar ) 
2tablelspoons Dijon mustard 
 3tablespoons Worcestershire sauce 
2 tablespoons lemon juic1 tablespoons salt  

1 tablespoons pepper 
2 tablespoons Italian seasoning 
1 teaspoon garlic powder  
1 tablespoon sugar 
4 chicken breasts 

  

Combine all ingredients in a bowl, add chicken, marinade for 30 min up to 4 hrs, grill until cooked to your liking. 



 
THIS WILL GO WITH ALL THE ABOVE:  Tomatoes Provencales en Salade. 
 

Bunch of parsley or basil (if using basil tear up the 
leaves) 
2 cloves garlic 
6 large ripe tomatoes 

salt pepper 
red wine vinegar  
olive oil 

 
Chop parsley or basil together with garlic  very finely, (only use one parsley or basil) cut tomatoes into thick slices, ( I 
layer the bottom of the bowl with what ever type of lettuce we have, layer tomatoes in bowl with the garlic mix; 
sprinkle each layer; salt, pepper, a little vinegar and olive oil. leave to marinate for at least one hr. Sometimes, I thinly 
slice onion and layer it in as well, all of the recipes can be adjusted to suit your own taste.  
  

 

Serve with bread to soak up the juices , any of the above recipes and a good bottle of wine, candles 
or oil lamps music, fresh fruit before coffee, chocolate and liqueur  then get up and dance, sing 
enjoy life.  
 
Len 

 

Items of interest taken from Monday Missives since the last Messenger 
 
I have chosen items from the last 3 months that I think are milestones in our journey and a formal record of activity 
and progress since the last Messenger.  They are taken in monthly sequence – not in any order of priority or 
importance. 
 
3 February 2020 
 
Important Calendar items for the next Month or so 
 
Now hear this, folks, neither my extensive (school and TAFE) education, long years as a Public Service Shiny Bum, 
calendar logician knowledge or understanding or general common sense or ability to predict the future is really 
relevant here, but I doubt anyone will still be around when the next Last Saturday of the month actually occurs on a 
Saturday with the date 29 February!   Accordingly, I call on all members to think about how we might celebrate this 
amazing coincidence and happenstance of: Foody Frolics at the Shed and Cosmic Calendar Calisthenics in the History 
of the World (so far). 
 
 
Wednesday 11 March:  Great ideas of 2020 #1 – proposed Bus trip to help bushfire affected areas and businesses 
(Grant Johnston) 
 
Grant has proposed (and made arrangements) that we go on a YVMS bus tour to the fire affected areas in southern 
NSW to provide a bit of support to those communities.  The suggestion and potential arrangements currently look 
like this: 
 

• When:  Wednesday 11 March 2020 

• Timing:  Leave from the Yass Clubhouse Hotel carpark between 8 and 8.30am and arriving back into town around 
dinner time that night (about 6pm or 6.30 (ish). 

• The Plan:  drive to a number of towns which are suffering from the impacts of fires and spend some time AND 
SOME MONEY in them to show support.  The idea is to visit places in this map→ – if you have good ideas about 
destinations, please let us know.  At this point we are thinking of stopping for morning tea in Tumut and lunch in 
Batlow or Tumbarumba or Adaminaby or similar.  If you know the area and have better ideas, help us out with 
some suggestions. 

• The Bus:  Mark (the Clubhouse Hotel proprietor – who put on such a fantastic night for us for our Christmas Party) 
will lend us the hotel’s bus for the day – all we have to do is look after it, return it clean and fuelled up (there will 
be a $10 donation by each passenger to cover fuel costs).  The bus seats 16.  Grant holds a rigid vehicle licence and 
is more than competent and capable to drive us. 



• The Rules:  it would be churlish to take a bus trip to another pub – so pubs are OUT for lunch etc on the 
day.  However, you will get your chance for  beer and a good pub meal – we will have a non-obligatory dinner in 
the Clubhouse Hotel when we return. 

• Eligible passengers:  this is a YVMS outing.  Apologies, but only signed up and financial members will be able to 
enjoy the outing.  Our Shed Insurance covers members on events such as these.  Given the limited seats, 
bookings will be accepted on a first in basis.    
 

As of today, we already have 14 “bookings” for this trip.  Grant Johnston (driver), Fred Leslie,  Wayne Stuart, Geoff 
Atkinson, Allan McGrath, Ian Bluett, Len McGuigan, John Pratten,  Bruce Hazell, David Campbell, Keith Chappell, Mac 
McLean, Peter Davidson, Allan Carey.  If you have asked me to include you and your name is not there – please let 
me know!  Should we exceed the 16 nominal places, I will place you on a “Reserves” list in the order in which I 
receive your requests. 
 
Money will come later, AND, speaking of money, be sure to take cash money in case TELSTRA and/or the NBN haven’t 
got around to reconnecting EFT arrangements in businesses in some of these destinations.  
 
Great ideas of 2020 #2 –  Polo Shirts with YVMS Logo (Grant Johnston) 
 
Grant has suggested that we could really make a splash (and might be remembered fondly) in some of the fire affected 
towns that we are trying to support if we were to have YVMS polo shirts to wear on the day.  We have been asked to 
think about some other YVMS clothing options on various occasions, so this might be a time to actually do something 
about it? 
 
There will be NO OBLIGATION on anyone to acquire or wear such a polo shirt.  The other thing to think about is you 
won’t have to go through your wardrobe every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday wondering what to wear to the Shed!! 
 
Grant and I will let you know when we have more news about our investigations.  In the meantime, let me know if you 
think this is a good idea?  Would you buy one if they were available?  What “Shed” colour would you prefer (dusky 
blue, dusky green etc?).  I expect there will be some “wrinkles” in purchasing these things – we will need to estimate 
numbers and a variety of sizes and we will need to order  reasonable numbers to get the cost per unit down. 
 
Send me your responses, comments, views, orders etc.  We are getting quite a bit of interest and already have 19 
“orders”.  Let me know if you are interested as well. 
 
I have had a chat with Steve Maher at Maher Automotive and he will donate $250 to help us pay for these shirts if 
we go ahead.  If you know any local business houses that might chip in, can you exercise your charm and ask them 
on our behalf please.   
 
Don’t leave all the organising to a couple of blokes – they might cock it up! 
 
What happened last week or recently 
 
YVMS Bushfire Appeal – 2020 - Update 
 
We are now calling for donations so we can make a contribution to BlazeAid to help them with the many calls on 
their resources.  If you can help, there are two ways to do so: 
 
1. Drop off your donation at the Men’s Shed in the donation box on the coffee table, or, if it’s a cheque, you can 

leave it in the letterbox; or 
 
2. You can donate on-line by electronic funds transfer (EFT): 

• BSB:   032-771 

• Account No:   213983 

• Account Name:  Yass Valley Men’s Shed 
 
What goes around, comes around and we have a long way to go before this fire season is over.  Let’s see if we can 
double the donations! 



The current status of this BlazeAid collection is:  $3,513.45 which includes approx $850 passed on by Keith Chappell 
our resident busker in donations from a very generous public, $95 from the YVMS Exercise Group (in addition to their 
earlier donation of $1,650 towards the $3,000 Lions Water tank).  We will continue to monitor activity and close off 
the project when we consider it is starting to give you all donation fatigue.  In the meantime, it is a continuing fantastic 
effort and many thanks to each one of you!  Taking into account the $3,000 we have already forwarded to the Lion 
Club – we have raised $6,513.45! 
 
Change of First Wednesday Morning Tea Provider.  Yass Valley Bakery has advised they won’t be providing morning 
tea in 2020.  Our new provider each month will be Woolworths who have promised to give us what we need each 
month.  A new sign will appear on the Thank You Board at the front of the Shed shortly.  Come along on Wednesday 
5 Feb to see what Woolies supplies, hear Al Phemister and enjoy some good times with mates. 
 
 
10 February 2020 
 
Important Safety Message from the Workshop Manager 
 

    

Urgent reminder on safe operation of tools and equipment 
Last Thursday afternoon when we arrived at the shed this disc was found on the angle grinder sitting out near the 18 
volt charging station.  This happened sometime between Tuesday morning and Thursday afternoon.  It is extremely 
dangerous besides being destructive to use a thin cutting disc for anything other than cutting.  Please look at the link 
to the Norton Web Site for a full explanation.  
 
https://www.nortonabrasives.com/en-us/resources/expertise/safety-cutting-vs-grinding 
 
Roger Holgate 
 
 
Important Calendar items for the next Month or so 
 
Wednesday 4 March – First Wednesday Morning Tea – 10am to 11.30am 
 
To maintain the interest in our year of morning teas - there will be a presentation by Al Phemister (deferred from 
February) who wants to start a conversation and explore what we can do as individuals, households, community 
groups, Schools and businesses to improve our impact on our local environment.  He will also talk about what our 
council can do, and how we can encourage them to do more.  There is opportunity to do something, or to do more.  Al 
will concentrate on what we can do here in Yass. 
 
In case some of you remain a little unclear about this presentation, allow me to provide further clarification: 
 
It will NOT be: 

• a rant about climate change in a political sense.  We are experiencing extraordinary times and if there are 
some things we can do to improve OUR OWN lives and help improve local management and our LOCAL 
environment, then this presentation will seek to answer those questions – Al is not looking to change the 
world; 

• A presentation on the science of climate change, coal, CO2, Adani etc etc.  If you want that info all you have 
to do is Google it! 

https://www.nortonabrasives.com/en-us/resources/expertise/safety-cutting-vs-grinding


• a soap box opportunity for anyone (AL or anyone else) to espouse political views or to discuss any contested 
issues that we see debated in the media and politics more broadly.  If anyone tries to “blow up” this 
presentation by making it political they will be firmly asked to stop or leave.  We DO NOT DO POLITICS in our 
Shed! 

 
It WILL Be: 

• Concentrating closely on how individuals in Yass can make modest changes to our lives to help improve our 
situation, improve recycling, perhaps reduce your costs and ultimately improve the way WE treat our 
environment and planet – it is all about how can I help - what can I do?! 

• Open to all members, wives/partners etc (I think we already have 2 confirmed women wanting to come – and 
very welcome to do so); 

 
This will be our first interesting, informative and dare I say IMPORTANT presentation of 2020.  If the “summer” so far 
is any indication, I suggest absolutely EVERYONE in this nation needs to know how every one of us can help improve 
things and combat our slippery slope to climate disaster (personal view).  I struggle to think of a more appropriate way 
to start Shed conversations in 2020. 
 
Great ideas of 2020 #2 –  Polo Shirts with YVMS Logo (Grant Johnston) - update 
 

We have got a Committee decision, backed by general support 
of the design and colour scheme of the YVMS short Sleeve polo 
shirts.  This is how they will look:  → 
 

I have had a chat with Steve Maher at Maher Automotive and 
he will donate $250 to help us pay for these shirts.  If you know 
any local business houses that might chip in, can you exercise 
your charm and ask them on our behalf please.  Another 
donation of a similar amount will reduce the cost of the shirts 
to $20 each – at the moment we will need to ask $25 each.  
 

 

At this point we have 19 confirmed orders and we have ordered 50 shirts of various sizes.  If you want one, you can 
reserve one up front.  I will email everyone with details of how to pay etc when we get a likely delivery date 
confirmed. 
 
 
What happened last week or recently 
 
5 Feb:  First Wednesday Morning Tea 
 
Woolworths came to the party and what a PARTY we had!! 

 
Woolies did us proud and were very generous – not that we had much left over!   
 
On behalf of all Members, I thank Greg Boyle and his Team at Woolies and urge you to go there often and spend up 
big to support them, like they support us! 



 

 

 

Some of the items Woolies donated for their first morning tea sponsorship effort - Fanbloodytastic – no? 
 
Because Al Phemister’s talk had to be Postponed until next month, Allan McGrath took his own advice and regaled us 
with a story of his early days as a Councillor in the Queanbeyan (Pallerang?) Council – terrific story.  Mike Poulton also 
added to the “flavour” of the day by informing us of toileting arrangements on Casey Station (Antarctica) when he was 
there for a year.  If he approaches you because you weren’t there for his talk, be warned! 
 
 
17 February 2020 
 
Important Calendar items for the next Month or so 
 
Saturday 29 February – Last Saturday BBQ – 12.30 to 1.30pm 
 
I have had far too many people advise, counsel and describe to me the intricacies and permutations on calendars and 
how many times in a century 29 Feb falls on a Saturday.  Please stop! 
 
You will note in the Membership Item (below) that our highly regarded and possessor of great skill, BBQ man Tim Gee, 
is unlikely to be back on deck soon. 
 
As if by magic (and we ALL know what Leprechauns can do!)  Joe Morrissey has filled the gap, jumped into the deep 
end, occupied the void, gone manfully where few are game to tread (etc etc) and has offered to make and bring one 
of his recipes that has appeared in a recent quarterly Messenger.  Here it is – in case you were thinking you might not 
come - how DARE you (spoken in a soft, feminine, Swedish voice)! 
 
Ginger chicken/turkey and pineapple salad. 
 

• 1 Pineapple (try to get one with the leaves on - it looks better) 

• I large cooked chicken (or about 750g cooked turkey) 

• Small knob of ginger, grated 

• I small onion, sliced 

• 1 red capsicum, sliced 

• 1/4 cup grapes 

• 1/4 cup chopped parsley 

• Herbed French dressing 
 
Slice the pineapple in half lengthwise and carefully remove the flesh, cutting it into large cubes. Bone the chicken 
(turkey) and cut the flesh into bite size pieces. 
 

 

Combine the ginger with the onion, capsicum, grapes and parsley and finely stir in the chicken. 
Spoon back int the pineapple shells, sprinkle with the dressing and serve well chilled" 
 
Joe 
 

 



What happened last week or recently 
 
It RAINED!!, that’s what happened! 
 
The entire region now is a very vibrant green again – hallelujah! 
 

This means that we can now start to develop the 
Bush Tucker Garden again which has been on hold 
and which Peter Davidson, Allan McGrath and 
Graeme Fountain have been keeping alive by 
carting water in watering cans. 
 
Here are two photos of the water that was still (last 
Tuesday morning) in the part of the garden that 
will be planted with water loving, tolerant and 

dependent plants →.  Most of that water has 

soaked into the soil now, but if we get follow up 
rains it is a very good start. 
 
Aaron Chatfield is investigating sourcing and 
pricing plants which should become available in 
March/April.   

 
 

 

 
We are hoping to hear soon about whether our NSW Govt application for a grant to develop the garden is successful.  
 
We are also hoping that we can start some more earthworks soon – particularly to have a trench dug from the 
containers’ downpipes  to the wet area so we can divert any moisture off the roof of the containers into the garden 
area to maintain the moisture over time.   
 
We are also hoping for deliveries of mulch and a large (dead) tree to serve as a wildlife attraction and habitat to 
improve the biodiversity of the space which is little better than a desert right now.  With any luck all of this might 
happen between now and the end of Summer and into Autumn. 
 
YVMS Bushfire Appeal – 2020 – Update - Final 
 
The Committee has agreed to close the BlazeAid Bushfire Appeal.  At the time of writing, we have $3,878.64 in the 
special Account we are using for this collection.  This is in ADDITION to the $3,000 we collected and paid to the Lions 
Club of Yass for the purchase of a delivered and fully installed, full of water 25,000 litre water tank for a heavily 
impacted family in the terrible fires. 
 
The Committee has also agreed that we make this donation up to an even $4,000 and personally deliver it to a 
BlazeAid HQ (probably Tumbarumba). 
 
What goes around, comes around and we have a long way to go before this fire season is over.  Let’s see if we can 
double the donations! 
 
24 February 2020 
 
Important Calendar items for the next Month or so 
 
Wednesday 4 March (next week!) – First Wednesday Morning Tea – 10am to 11.30am 
 
Don’t forget Greg Boyle and his Woolies Team are now providing our morning tea goodies. 
 
To maintain the interest in our year of morning teas we are hoping to organise a number of interesting presentations 
and discussion topics on those occasions. 



 
The March one will be a presentation by Al Phemister who wants to start a conversation and explore what we can do 
as individuals, households, community groups, Schools and businesses to improve our impact on our local 
environment.  He will also talk about what our council can do, and how we can encourage them to do more.   
 
There is opportunity to do something, or to do more.  Al will concentrate on what we can do here in Yass. 
 
This will be an interesting, informative and dare I say IMPORTANT presentation.  If the “summer” so far is any 
indication, I suggest absolutely EVERYONE in this nation needs to know how every one of us can individually help 
improve things and combat our slippery slope to climate disaster (personal view).   
 
I struggle to think of a more appropriate way to start Shed conversations in 2020. 
 
 
Wednesday 11 March:  Bus trip to help bushfire affected areas and businesses (Grant Johnston’s idea) - update 
 
All is now GO for this trip.  At this stage of planning, we will be taking a cheque for $4,500 to hand over to the BlazeAid 
people at Tumbarumba on the day. 
 
All seats are filled and we have one registered reserve (just in case). 
 
I will update all those who have booked in the days before the trip on final arrangements for the day. 
 
Many thanks to all of you who have thought this is a good idea and wish to support those in the devastated towns 
down south. 
 
Especially all of you who have helped us raise $7,500 in total to donate to help alleviate some of the suffering and 
disruption. 
 
 
What happened last week or recently 
 
Recognition of “Good Blokes” at the Shed 
 

The Shed is full of blokes quietly doing good things 
for the Shed or, even more important, doing good 
things for others. 
 
To celebrate these members, we have installed a 

Hero plaque on the wall just inside the Kay Lemon 
Room and it currently has two names of worthy 

recipients on it ➡ 

 
I am not all-seeing, clairvoyant, a spy or prescient, 
so I need to you to tell me when you see something 
that deserves recognition and celebration and I will 
take the next steps.   

 

 
At the end of the year, the most worthy of these blokes will be (democratically) promoted to the Annual Awards 
Board on the wall near the letterbox. 
 
If you have a candidate to promote or suggest, contact me and make your case. 
 
 
 
 



Bush Tucker Garden update 
 
Following the recent very good rain on our garden, activity is again in full swing.  Here is an update from Graeme 
Fountain: 
 

 

“Just an update, I planted some new things today (ie last Tuesday) in the BTG.  Given 
the recent rain, the ground has some moisture, there were some good plants in the 
nursery for the garden, and it looked like more rain on the way; I took the chance to 
plant. 
 
I planted: 

• Dianellas, about 10 plants  
• Billy buttons, about 20 plants  
• Hardenbergia violacea, four plants 

 
The Dianellas and Hardenbergia are part of the original plan. The Billy buttons, not a bush tucker plant, but native, we 
have some in the nursery, and they serve to harden the leading edge of the garden boarder against water erosion (I 
hope).  They all need to grow and multiply to be of real benefit. 

The Billy buttons are in the foreground, the Hardenbergia at each end of 
the trees and the Dianellas near the water wash-away. 
 
The Billy buttons and Dianellas, hopefully will grow and thicken up, we will 
divide them again next year – we will just have to see how they go. Both 
develop reasonably robust root systems, to help bind the soil together (we 
will need heaps more, but it is a start). 
 
The Hardenbergia, while not usually seen as a ground cover, it should 
function well here to fill-in and protect the ends of this garden bed, at least 
for a while, here’s hoping. 
 
I removed the tree-guard from the wattle/gum trees as they are doing so 
well, and it is time for them to fend for themselves now. I also did a bit of 
weeding. 
 
I thought Jeremy’s tree (in the corner with the paddock tree-guard), is 
really looking healthy – well done Jeremy. A good show case as an anchor 
plant for the garden, and as an ambassador for the tree-guards. 

Well that’s it for now,  Graeme” 
 
Comment:  this is looking really good and I urge anyone with a green thumb or an interest in this project to offer your 
services to Graeme and Peter Davidson who are the leaders on this project. We need to build momentum and get this 
project humming.  ws. 
 
 
Membership News 
 
Tim Gee is now recovering from his bypass surgery in National Capital Private Hospital. He has provided the following 
update on his recovery and progress.  If anyone is keen to support him, send him a text on this number:  0412 816 161 
 

“Thanks Wayne, 
It seems I'll be coming home to Yass around the middle of this coming week. 
Mustn't be impatient but I can't wait. 
I'll make my way to the shed as soon as practicable. Nothing like a bit of familiar company. 
Cheers. Tim” 

 
Joe Morrissey’s wife, Susan, has had a stint in hospital with a nasty infection requiring serious antibiotics.  Last 
report indicated that she is on the mend and likely to be home soon. 



2 March 2020 
 
Monday 13 April (Easter Monday) – Jerrawa Show 
 
Every year for the last 10 or so, the Shed has provided members to control the gates, take entry fees etc for the 
Jerrawa Show, held on Easter Monday.  This year we will be doing it again.  They always give the Shed a generous 
donation for our help. 
 
We have noticed that the exhibitions are usually a bit thin and that, perhaps, Members or family members might 
have items of woodwork or metalwork  or artistic output that might provide the Jerrawa folk with a bit of 
competition? 
 
Talk to me if you are interested in winning a First Prize at the Easter Show.  Imagine the pride – you can boast to all 
your friends – just don’t mention it was Jerrawa.  Seriously, though, some items to promote the Shed or its members 
will do us some reputational good. 
 
 
What happened last week or recently 
 

Saturday 29 February – Last Saturday Lunch 
 
Due to the unfortunate absence of Tim Gee 
due to being in hospital at the time, and, as if 
by magic (and we ALL know what Leprechauns 
can do!)  Joe Morrissey  filled the gap, jumped 
into the deep end, occupied the void, went 
manfully where few are game to tread (etc etc)   

and provided a lunch, the likes of which we have not seen since R2 was the resident Chef. 
 
The dish rejoices in the name “Ginger chicken and pineapple salad” but that name in no way imparts the range of 
flavours, textures and enjoyment afforded.  It was fantastic and lasted about 10 minutes!   
 
In fact, I think we might have challenged the rumour that there is an afterlife, because when someone congratulated 
Joe and was brave enough to suggest that he might have bested R2, there was no loud expletive laden interjections 
from Heaven, or the other place! 
 
 
 

 

Safety stuff 
 
…. and speaking of leprechauns, here are 
some safety notices that have been 
affixed respectively on the front wall and 
in the workshop this week. 
 
Note that these warning signs have been 
mounted at eye level for our youngest 
member who turned 2 at Christmas time, 
and any leprechauns who might inhabit 
the place. 
 
No lack of inclusiveness or charges of 
discrimination will be countenanced by 
our Shed! 
 
Well done, Jack. 
 

 



More improvements in the Shed environs 
 
Chris Smith and Peter Davidson spent all of last 
Thursday afternoon building a small block wall (eat your 
heart out Donald Trump!!) to help manage water flow 
in heavy rain events and also to improve the drainage 
and prepare the space between the garden shed and 
the machinery shed for a better and more flat (and 
therefore safe) surface. 
 
In the photo, you can see Chris and Peter working and 
Allan McGrath cracking the whip.  If you look hard you 
will see another of those small person eye level safety 
warning signs on the Shed wall. 
 
Peter and Chris have also prepared the site to the north 
of the containers so it can be developed into a raised 
flat area that will, eventually, be shaded by deciduous 
climbers on a pergola.  The Shed just gets better and 
better! 
 
The Street signs telling locals and visitors what local 
assets live at 1428 Yass Valley Way was completed last 
Saturday with the addition of the final board which 
mentions and promotes the Yass Valley Community 
Centre. 
 
Such tasks involve a lot of energetic and helpful 
members, particularly Ray Armour who, with Allan 
McGrath, selected the appropriate board, Ray then  

 
 

 

transported the board (quite long and not light!!) to and from the sign factory and then helped Peter Davidson, Ian 
Bluett, David Campbell and some very helpful observers and commentators install it.  The boys then removed a large 
dead shrub from the verge garden and Ray transported it to the rubbish pile. 
 
All of these small individual steps really improve the precinct for members and help locals discover some otherwise 
hidden gems in our little town. 
 
Other news, ideas, suggestions and proposals 
 
Polo Shirts with YVMS Logo (Grant Johnston’s idea) - update 
 

We have ordered 50 polo shirts in various sizes.  We have also ordered 
more of each size than we have orders for – members who have pre-
ordered will have the opportunity to try the shirt on to make sure of a 
proper fit.  Members who have not ordered will then be able to choose 
a shirt size from what is left. 
 
Steve Maher at Maher Automotive and Andrew Douglas from Priceline 
Pharmacy have each donated $250 for this project and those funds are 
already in our Account.  This means the cost of the shirts can be reduced 
to $20 per person.  Certificates and letters of appreciation have been 
delivered to both.   
 

 

I will email everyone who has ordered a shirt with details on how to pay when we get a likely delivery date 
confirmed.  Other members who might want to buy a shirt will be asked to bring their $20 with them.  Timing of the 
delivery is uncertain at this time. 
 



Some facts and a proposal 
 
The facts: 
 

• The recent bushfires have destroyed or seriously affected over 100,000 square kilometres in Australia as well 
as the tragic loss of life, the loss of thousands of homes, businesses and widespread loss of and damage to 
infrastructure – economic loss is yet to be determined but will run into many $billions; 

• The Coronavirus is almost here and is very likely to affect most people in Australia before it is 
over.  Projections are that it will cause many $billions of economic damage; 

• We have had recent heavy rain and some flooding – more economic loss – but offset by some rural recovery; 

• We have had major hail storms causing close to $1billion in damage – just in the Canberra region; 

• More heavy rain and flooding is forecast for later this week ($damage?) 

• The world is coming to an end (just ask the bloke in charge of that weird South Korean religious sect which is 
doing its best to promote the virus). 

 
The Proposal 
 

• Grant Johnston asks Mark at the Clubhouse Hotel for an extended loan of his bus; 

• First in with your names (up to 16) can get a seat on the bus; 

• We will then depart very soon (but ONLY after we have our new YVMS Polo Shirts!) on “The End of the 
World YVMS Australian Pub Crawl” and not return until SCOMO has fixed all these issues.   

• A feature of the Pub Crawl is that we intend to complete R2’s ambition of assessing and awarding the Pub 
with the “Best in the World Steak Sandwich”. 

 
 
9 March 2020 
 
Wednesday 11 March:  Bus trip to help bushfire affected areas and businesses 
 
All is now GO for this trip.  We will be taking a cheque for $4,500 to hand over to the BlazeAid people at the 
Tumbarumba BlazeAid camp on the day.  At this point we have one driver and one reserve driver (both qualified, 
experienced and legal). 
 
Up until late last week, we had a full complement of passengers, however, one of our booked members has had to 
withdraw for medical reasons and our Reserve also cannot now make it either – so we have an empty seat.  If anyone 
would like to join us, please feel free – just send me an email and I will add you to the list.  First in will get the seat 
(obviously).  I will update all those who have booked in the next day or two on final arrangements for the day. 
 
Many thanks to all of you who have thought this is a good idea and wish to support those in the devastated towns 
down south.  Especially all of you who have helped us raise $7,500 in total to donate to help alleviate some of the 
suffering and disruption. 
 
Other news, ideas, suggestions and proposals 
 
NSW Regional Seniors Travel Card  
 
The NSW Government has established a $250 Travel Card which is available to all regional Seniors to help with travel 
using any mode (other than air) – so, it includes train, bus, taxi and petrol/diesel purchases.  The card is available to 
both partners (ie $500 in total each year) if both have Seniors cards and is a WESTPAC debit card with the $250 loaded 
onto the card. 
 
Here is more info:  https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-regional-seniors-travel-card 
 
We got ours via the former RTA shop opposite the new Landmark outlet.  Application takes 5 minutes and you then 
wait a couple of days for the card to arrive in the mail.   Don’t procrastinate!  We have also booked our first train trip 
in there – although smart people will be able to do that online. 

https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-regional-seniors-travel-card


What happened last week or recently 
 
Wednesday 4 March – First Wednesday Morning Tea – 10am to 11.30am 
 

Woolies did us proud again – and just as well 
as we had a very good turnout (about 30 
members and guests along to hear Al 
Phemister’s presentation on the need for 
individuals, groups and local government to 
take steps to improve the way we use 
resources, reduce landfill and generally look 
after the place a bit better.   
 
Al’s talk concentrated closely on how 
individuals in Yass can make modest changes 
to our lives to help improve our situation, 
improve recycling, perhaps reduce costs and 
ultimately improve the way WE treat our 
environment and planet – it is all about 
“how can I help - what can I do?!” 
 
Al’s presentation was very well received as 
evidenced by the fact that we went over 
time and questions had to be cut 
short.  Many thanks to Al.   
 
At the beginning of his talk, Al mentioned 
that there is a proposal that a number of 
residents all of whom are suffering with 
PTSD in our town (many of them developing 
the condition while doing things to protect 
us, eg: firies etc) be sponsored for a night out 
with  carer/partner at Clementine the 
owners of which have offered to fund the 
whole night.   
 
Al suggested it would be good if community 
members might help Clementine to defray  

 
Al Phemister doing his thing 

 

 
Andrew Douglas handing over his $180 donation to Allan McGrath 

those costs somewhat.We suggested that any donations in the donations box would be given to Clementine for this 
purpose. 
 
After the morning tea, Allan McGrath received a $180 donation from Andrew Douglas at the Yass Priceline Pharmacy 
and Andrew immediately agreed that we could pass it on in full to Clementine for the PTSD Dinner.   
 
This donation has also been approved by the YVMS Committee and a $200 YVMS donation has been delivered to Adam 
Bantock at Clementine. 
 
I think these First Wednesday talks might take on a bit of a life of their own.   
 
If there is a subject you would like to learn more about or to have described and explained let me know and we will 
try to find an acceptable, authoritative and interesting speaker.   
 
Perhaps Woolies might offer to support us having a World Championship Wrestling Exhibition Match featuring toilet 
paper? 
 
 
 



Bush Tucker Garden update 
 

 

Following the recent very good follow up rain (almost 100mm or 4 inches!!) on our Bush 
Tucker garden, activity is again in full swing.  Here is an update: 
 
Aaron Chatfield has returned from his overseas trip and has hit the ground running 
hard.  He has had a discussion with the movers and shakers at the Yass High School and 
they have agreed that a number of their students can come to the Bush Tucker Garden 
(as full partners in the garden development).  This is fantastic news. 

 

 
 

This is how the garden areas looked on Thursday ↑ and already, wildlife is moving in to take advantage and start to 
enjoy the place ↑.  Apparently black ducks have been seen on the lake!  With the forecasts now predicting some days 
of moderate temperatures and not much further precipitation, it is likely the area will dry and the water be absorbed 
so the ground becomes ready for some serious planting. 
 
Aaron is organising for the Yass High students to come on Thursday afternoon of this week to make a start on that 
activity.  Aaron will have a supply of plants and he will also be asking the students to help update and refine the plan 
and implement the proposed garden layout and planting activity. 
 
The YVC Mayor and General Manager visited the Shed late last year to be briefed on the Bush Tucker Garden plans 
and indicated their very positive support.  On that occasion, they indicated that they would “look at” the possibility of 
us obtaining some supplies of mulch from the tip to help with weed suppression etc.  Allan McGrath contacted the 
GM’s office this week and it appears that some mulch might be delivered before the High School kids arrive next 
Thursday. 
 
Chris Beck has already delivered a large truckload of mulch to the site – many thanks to Chris.  We are going to need 
more loads of mulch as the area being developed is quite large. 
 
16 March 2020 
 

The Great YVMS Tumbarumba and Snowy Region Excursion of 
2020 

 

 
The trip 
 
We got away from the Clubhouse Hotel Park and Ride 
carpark right on time at about 8.20am after Mac decided 
to walk and arrived looking fresh and invigorated. 
 
Grant Johnston, whose great idea this was, was unable to 
come on the trip or drive the bus, having organised the 
bus (for free!) from Mark the proprietor of the Clubhouse 
Hotel (Many thanks Mark!).  So, the driving duties were 

Some idea of how it went……. 

 
See how happy everyone is? 



taken up by Keith Chappell who did a stirling job all day 
and we not only felt safe and always under control, but 
he was just the best guide. 
 
The route Keith chose going down took us via Tumblong, 
Adelong, Batlow to Tumbarumba (with a well chosen and 
timely comfort stop at Coolac). Those sitting at the front 
of the bus got a combined history and geography lesson 
on the areas we traversed.  We learnt about the creek 
between Adelong and Batlow having been dredged (a 
MAJOR effort) over some 60 years for gold and the 
reward was more than 200tons of gold recovered from 
the creek!! 
 
Keith pointed out the features of the land on either side 
of the creek that still bear witness to the amount of earth 
that had been moved around and some of the 
engineering works that had diverted water from or 
delivered water to the works. 
 
Coming home he pointed out a narrow gauge railway 
corridor that had been in place to assist with the building 
of the Burrinjuck Dam. 
 
Peter Davidson and Allan Carey who were also at the 
front of the bus filled in the gaps by discussing the 
features and characteristics of the various species of tree 
we were seeing and how those various individual species 
would respond to and recover from the fires.   
 
Peter knows heaps about Australian fauna and flora and 
it was all on display yesterday and Allan added his expert 
knowledge of fire behaviour and was able to comment on 
places where back burns had saved properties and places 
where the fires had been hot and others where it had 
been cooler and the impacts of those fires. 
 
I am applying for my PhD in Applied Creative Listening 
tomorrow.  Thinking back on it now, it was a most 
uncomfortable trip for me – I barely got a word in!! 
 
The amount of fire damage and the sheer scale of the 
area impacted was enormous (in some cases, as far as the 
eye could see in all directions) and to have been there at 
the time would have been absolutely terrifying. 
 
The Tumbarumba visit 
 
We arrived at the BlazeAid camp at about 11.15 and were 
given morning tea.  We were joined by Paul O’Keefe and 
two of his friends (Graham and Geoff) who had come in 
Paul’s car as passengers.  This made our total contingent 
up to 18 (pretty good). 
 
We were treated to some terrible and uplifting stories 
that the community had suffered in the fires, by Kay, the 
BlazeAid coordinator when we were there.  She told us 

 
Keith doing his thing – all day! 
 

 
In this case a picture is NOT worth a thousand words! 
 

 
Kay, the BlazeAid coordinator for the day, giving us some info on 
the fires and recovery so far 
 

 
Handing over the $4,500 cheque and YVMS Certificate of 
Appreciation 



that NO financial and not much physical support has 
arrived yet.  Optus went off the air during the fires and 
are still not back up.   
 
Many locals lost very much and everyone pitched in to 
save the place and were, as it turned out very 
successful.  One particular good story was that most of 
the women were evacuated to Wagga where they were 
very well looked after.   
 
Many of those evacuees were blown away to find Wagga 
folk (totally unknown to them) putting $50 notes in their 
pockets.  There were lots of stories like this. 
 
Allan McGrath presented our cheque for $4,500 to Kay 
and also presented the BlazeAid Camp with the 
Certificate you see below. 

 
Lunch 
 
We stopped at a small cafe in Batlow (Coffee and More) 
and pretty much destroyed their day.  18 blokes 
descending on a kitchen designed to produce coffee and 
toasted sandwiches for 3 or 4 in their peak period 
seemed to be a bit more than they bargained for.   
 
At one point we thought we had another bushfire on our 
hands when the place filled up with smoke from the 
kitchen.  The food was good and the staff likes to 
banter.  Drop in next time you are through and tell them 
the YVMS sent you! 
 

 
Keith telling the story of this lady who stopped in the street in Yass 
to make a donation to Keith’s busking bucket 
 

 
The Batlow Toilet Roll Shop 
 

 
If you ever wondered where little Aussie boys come from …? 



 
Tumut 
 
We moved on to Tumut and visited the broom 
factory.  What a fantastic place.  The blokes there were 
very happy to demonstrate their artisan skills for us and 
we departed with quite a number of purchases. 
 
We then stopped in the town for about an hour to see if 
we could spend some more money.  It is a lovely little 
place and a credit to the residents and their Council. 

 
The next YVMS project? 

 
Home 
 
We stopped at the Dog on the Tuckerbox place for a comfort stop and ice cream.  We found that Len seems to be 
descended from Drop Bears. 
 
The next YVMS Clean Up Australia effort will be to get the YVMS Treasurer to approve the purchase of 10 battery 
powered angle grinders and we will invade the highways to remove these signs↑ (at the request of the people who 
have erected them).  They are all over the place and not that attractive.  Our thinking is that if we cut them down, they 
will no longer be seen. 
 
Dinner (for some of us) at the Clubhouse Hotel gave us the opportunity to exchange notes, meet some lovely partners 
and finish off the day really well.  As we used to say in our “English compositions” when we were 8 or 9:  “We all 
returned home, tired but happy!” 
 
 
23 March 2020 
 

YVMS LOCKDOWN UPDATE No 1 

 
What a change in events since the last Monday Morning Missive I sent to you!!  The Shed is closed until further notice 
and we are all being urged to follow quite strict self-help and safety messages as they emerge. 
 
Clearly this newsletter cannot continue in its “normal” form keeping you up to date with happenings and plans – THERE 
AREN’T ANY!  
 
Accordingly, I will do my best to keep this and future Monday Missives interesting and relevant, but I might need some 
help.  If anyone has some items to add each week, I need you to provide them (stories, poems, recipes, jokes etc will 
all be welcome).  Perhaps some health hints? – especially from our in-house medical type members, we have a doctor, 
two pharmacists, a nurse academic, a safety officer and no doubt some members with access to helpful info that we 
could all use). 
 
Because the Shed will be closed for an indefinite period, can I ask members when driving past (to the tip, for a slap-up 
lunch or High Tea with candelabra and linen tablecloths at McDonalds etc) to call into the carpark and do a quick 
circumnavigation of the Shed as a security check.  We need to keep the place looking like there is activity and we don’t 
want any “issues” to go unreported, undetected and un-attended to.  Let me or Allan McGrath know if you have any 
news or concerns.   
 
I am very conscious that some members will be feeling lonely and lost for Shed company and, perhaps, might need 
some kind of assistance over the time that we are closed.  If we can help, then we definitely will try to do so.  I am sure 
all members with whom you are friendly would be keen to take a phone call from you or to try to meet any need you 
might have.  On my part, if you need to chat or need some help, give me a call and if I or Shed members can help, I will 
try to organise it.  I think this is one of those times when the Shed should be “stepping up” rather than being on holiday 
and we can do lots remotely, at arms-length and simply by being a friendly voice on the end of the phone.. 
 



It has been suggested to me that we might have closed the Shed a tad early as many of our members need the Shed.  I 
agree – having the Shed closed is hard for me as well – I think my wife sometimes thinks that I find the Shed more 
important than just about anything else in my life!  It was a difficult and considered decision by the Committee based 
on the best information and advice we currently have.  One of the over-riding considerations was that we are all (well, 
most of us) in the “at risk” demographic of older people.   

• Quite a lot of our members suffer from underlying illnesses and there is no medical way currently available to 
protect us other than to “self isolate”.   

• The other major concern is that the Shed owes a duty of care to the wider Yass Community (and beyond) to 
help stop the spread of the virus.  Closing the Shed seemed to be an effective way that we could play our part. 

 

Concerning that Committee Decision to close the Shed: I misled you all on the announcement I made that the 
Committee had decided that question unanimously.  One Committee Member did not vote to close the Shed and 
objected strongly to me including him in that “unanimous” vote reporting.  I apologise to that Committee member for 
having “verballed” him, however, I firmly believe we have done the right thing and I suggest the ongoing increasingly 
rigid lockdowns and restrictions being announced daily by the Government only serve to underline that we have done 
the right thing. 
 

 

My personal wish for each of you and all of your families and friends is that you all stay healthy and  
safe, actively practise all the advice being provided, and that we all come out of this better, stronger  
and more resilient people and ready to get the Shed up and running again very soon. 
 
ws     Editor  0419 292 022 
 

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRESIDENT. 
  
I think that we can declare our trip through the foothills of the snowy mountains a very successful one. I posted a brief 
report of our visit to Tumbarumba and its purpose on our face book page and subsequently shared it to the Yass notice 
board page where it was very well received.  Over 80 people “Liked” the post and amongst the comments made were 
“Fantastic” “Well done shed boys” “Great work” and “You guys are awesome”...so plenty of support on our actions 
from the Yass community.  From Rob Golgani  (co-corordinator of Tumbarumba Blazeaid with Garry Wilson) I received 
the following message “ Thank you, thank you, thankyou Yass Men’s shed. Garry and I missed you guys due to a manic 
morning supplying the Blazeaid teams with gear to support great work. We appreciate your donation very much. 
Welcome always. Kind regards” 
 

I want to take the opportunity to thank everyone for your donations in support of this worthy cause and in particular 
to acknowledge Wayne for the effort he put in to raising our awareness of the need to help those so badly affected by 
these awful bushfires. 
  
When I arrived at the Shed last Saturday little did I think that it would be the last time that we would be gathering for 
a while.  Alan Carey already had the pile of rubbish that had accumulated over summer well alight..  I immediately 
organised a working bee and recruited Tony and David to the task...together with Alan we cleaned up and burned the 
dead shrubs and tree litter from the front of the community centre, relocated the usable compost from the paddock 
bins and with great enthusiasm proceeded to remove the rubbish and dismantle the bins. Knocked up we retired to 
the shed and over coffee decided we would complete the job on Tuesday...it will wait. Overall the shed surrounds are 
looking much tidier and I want to thank everyone that has contributed in any way to achieving this result. 
  
Closing the Shed was not an easy decision and I know that I am not alone in missing the familiar friendly faces and the 
lively banter. I hope that we can get through this sooner rather than later, keep smiling and I’ll leave you to think about 
this one :- 
  

Smiling is infectious 
You catch it like the flu 
When someone smiled at me today  
I started smiling too. 
I walked around the corner  
And someone saw me grin  
When he smiled I realised  
I had passed it on to him. 

I thought about the smile 
And then realised its worth 
A single smile like mine  
Could travel round the earth. 
So if you feel a smile begin 
Don’t leave it undetected 
Start an epidemic 
And get the world infected.         Spike Milligan. 



 

 

Looking forward to seeing you at the Shed when we open again. 
  
Allan McGrath   0431 060 846 

 
Important Calendar items for the next Month or so  
 

Nothing much to report given the major close-downs being announced with the current COVID 19 scare. 
 

• There will be no First Wednesday Morning Teas or Last Saturday BBQs until we have the all-clear to open the 
Shed again. 

• Len McGuigan has told me that he has suspended the YVMS Exercise Group (Tuesdays 2-3pm) until further 
notice as well. 

• Jerrawa Show (Easter Monday – 13 April) has been cancelled.  Many thanks to the YVMS volunteers who 
offered to do gate duty this year – have a sleep-in instead! 

• We hold the YVMS AGM usually in the 2nd or 3rd week of April.  Clearly this will have to change this year.  Our 
YVMS Public Officer, Brian Millett, is seeking clarification on what we need to do to comply with any rules the 
NSW Office of Fair Trading will be implementing on this front.  I suspect we will be able to postpone the AGM 
until much later in the year (like SCOMO has done with his May Budget). 

 
What happened last week or recently 
 
Bush Tucker Garden update 
 

 

Following the recent very good follow up rain (almost 100mm or 4 inches!!) on our Bush 
Tucker garden, briefly got into full swing (at least up until we closed our doors last 
Tuesday morning).  Here is an update: 
 

Aaron Chatfield has brought some Yass High School students to the garden and they have 
already started planting more bush tucker plants.  This is fantastic news. 

 

We took a call from Wendy Tuckerman, MP (the NSW Member for Goulburn (our electorate)) with the news that our 
application for a NSW Community Grant of $4,500 has been successful and she will make arrangements to deliver the 
cheque to us later this month or in April.  Given the lock down, we might have to be careful about how we manage 
that event – but I will keep you informed. 
 

Planning for how to apply those funds to developing the garden will proceed and as soon as we have the funds, I 
suggest we can organise any major works (once the funds are in the bank) such as more land forming activity, 
delivery of materials (to make paths, seats etc) and pay for those services as we go.  I expect the movers and shakers 
in this project (Aaron Chatfield, Graeme Fountain and Peter Davidson) are probably well advanced in their individual 
and collegiate creative thinking process.  I also suggest that this project might be one where some work could 
proceed on the basis of small numbers and good spatial and personal distance management – this will be s question 
for them to consider, I suggest)? 

 
Yass High students planting out Bush Tucker plants under the supervision of Aaron Chatfield 



 
Current status of the Bush Tucker Garden – latest plantings, mulch piles and the old paddock compost and waste bins partially removed 

 
Chris Beck and the Yass Valley Council have both delivered mulch to the site – many thanks to Chris and to the YVC.  We 
are going to need more loads of mulch as the area being developed is quite large. 
 
30 March 2020 
 

YVMS LOCKDOWN 14 UPDATE No 2 – 14 days since Lockdown 

 
Pretty much SFA to report this week. 
 
Last week I asked for any members who had good stories, jokes etc to share to let me know.  This will be a way to stay 
in touch and bring a ray of sunshine to other members.  I have had several responses (so far): 
 

Here is a fairy tale from Fred Leslie 
 
Once upon a time there was a frog - it was a girl frog by the 
way. 
 
One day this frog saw a handsome prince playing with a 
ball made of pure gold. 
The prince accidentally dropped his gold ball into a deep 
muddy pool.  He was so sorry and worried. 
 
Just then the frog came out of the pool and the prince 
begged her to find his gold ball.  "May I have two wishes as 
my reward?" asked the girl frog.  “Anything you ask” 
replied the prince. 
 
So the frog dived deep into the pool and pulled the gold 
ball out of the mud. 
"Oh frog, oh frog you're wonderful cried the prince, your 
two wishes are my commands". 
 
"O K said the frog, this is my first wish - I want you to kiss 
me".  The prince always kept his promises so he gave her a 
big hug and a kiss. 
 

This clever pun is from Daniel Anderson 
 

 

Have you guessed what happened? 
 
Yes, the frog turned into a beautiful lady and the  prince fell in love with her.  They got married - but they didn’t live 
happily ever after. 



After some years the princess was not very nice to the prince, she lost her figure, she didn't wash very often and she 
developed terrible table manners, for instance she used to blow her nose on the table cloth.  After dinner she would 
use the dessert forks as toothpicks. 
 
The prince thought she had become disgusting.  One night when she tried to be romantic with him he said to her, 
“you know you used to kiss better as a frog".  She got very angry and shrieked back at him "Well, princey wincey I 
wish I was a frog again". 
 
Now she had always been a very stingy princess and had never used her second wish.  So she immediately turned 
back into a frog again with a bad figure and disgraceful pool manners.  The prince was thrilled that she had gone and, 
she, the frog didn't live happily ever after. 
 
So the moral of the story is that you princesses - always be nice and grateful to your prince treat him like a prince - 
and above all never blow your nose on the tablecloth. 
 
 
A bit of help from SCOMO via Keith Chappell:   “Please observe the following; 

 
All COUPLES TO ADHERE TO THE FOLLOWING 

NO TOUCHING, HUGGING, KISSING AND DEFINITELY NO SEX 
MARRIED COUPLES CONTINUE AS NORMAL” 

 
Make your own minds up about what the last one really means! (Ed) 

 
COVID 19 Update:  Did you hear that the Australian Border Force has smashed a new smuggling ring?  They have 
discovered a large quantity of toilet rolls secreted in a cargo of Cocaine! 
 
YVMS COVID 19 PROJECT CHALLENGE. 
  
It seems that folk all over the world are trying to think of ways to stay busy, stay engaged and to support and thank 
those who are doing good things for the rest of us (Essential Services).  Did you see that the (almost) entire 
population of the UK stood on their doorsteps, windows, balconies etc, at a pre-arranged time and applauded the UK 
Carers who are doing marvellous things to help in their communities.  Apparently kids in Sydney are putting teddy 
bears in their windows so other kids cn see them when they drive (or walk?) by.   
 
We can do something like that!   Here’s a thought: 
 
Why not make a sign for your letterbox and similar signs for your rubbish and recycle bins like the ones below? If you 
can laminate them, they will last much longer.  Let’s see if we can’t get a MOVEMENT going right across Yass that 
will show OUR local essential services workers that we respect and appreciate them!  A bit of community support 
and gentleness is long overdue in this modern, dog eat dog and frantic world of ours. 

 
 

 

 
I attached my signs using a small dollop of silicone in each corner of the sign. 



Of course it is entirely up to you to make a sign and to use the words you prefer.  The POINT here is to thank our 
essential services workers who press on while we are hiding. 
 
6 April 2020 
 

YVMS LOCKDOWN UPDATE No 3 – 21 days since Lockdown 

 
Pretty much nil, nada, nothing to report this week (again).  So looking around for other stuff to tell you. 
 

In reply to my call for input, I have had a significant number of members sending 
me good jokes etc.  I will put them (maybe not all, for space reasons) in their 
own special section below.  Many thanks to all – keep it up!! – here is one to give 
you a taste → 
 
Don’t forget if you are passing the Shed to drive into the carpark and do a quick 
walk around the Shed for a security check – it is important for passers-by to think 
the place is not abandoned.  If you test door handles etc, remember to wash or 
sanitise your hands thoroughly BEFORE and AFTER!  Many thanks to those 
members (quite a few!) who are reporting back after those checks. 
 
HOWEVER, please observe the restricted movement and restricted numbers of 
people in public (and other) places rules.  Don’t do anything silly. 
 
I do hope you are all keeping well and not too frustrated and annoyed at this 
“lockdown”.  Find a Shed member you like and give him a call – he will appreciate 
it and you will enjoy yourself.   
 

 

If you ARE being ANNOYED by this impost on our freedoms, then find a Shed member you DON’T like and give him a 
call – you will feel better for having annoyed him!  (I am now looking forward to lots of calls – 0419 292 022!!)) 
 
Also, if anyone needs help or assistance, please let me know.  We will do our best to help if we can.    
  

 

My personal wish for each of you and all of your families and friends is that you all stay healthy and safe, actively practise all 
the advice being provided, and that we all come out of this better, stronger and more resilient people and ready to get the 
Shed up and running again very soon. 

ws   Editor  0419 292 022 
 

 
YVMS COVID 19 PROJECT CHALLENGE. 
  
Thought 1:  Tell me of experiences you have had in the last couple of weeks that strike you as interesting or funny in 
this extended period of really weird living.  Here are two to get you started and thinking: 
 

• I filled the car on Sunday – it only needed half a tank, but it is good to have a full tank.  My records show that 
it had already been a   full month since it was last filled!!  Usually a full tank lasts me only 10 days to 2 weeks. 

 

• Every payday, my wife and I give ourselves some cash for “pocket money” for the fortnight.  This morning, 11 
days on from last payday, I opened my wallet and all of that money was still in there!  I am going to die a very 
rich man – or else I will, very soon, be able to afford a cruise! 

 
Thought 2:  How about a Coronavirus poem or two.  Everybody and his dog are making Coronavirus songs – less people 
are writing poetry.  Give it a go – you will find it is already time to stop for lunch! 

Yass is in lockdown, the town fit for ghosts 
I don’t see real people, they’re home eating toast 
Silver linings, though, are all ‘round to be found 
I’ve cleaned up my Shed and turned over some ground 

We stand at a distance, when we venture forth  
Few people in view South, West, East and North 
But never you fear, the lining lies here 
I can sit in my garden and not have to share beer! 



Important Calendar items for the next Month or so  
 
Nothing much to report given the major close-downs being announced with the current COVID 19 scare. 
 

• There will be no First Wednesday Morning Teas or Last Saturday BBQs until we have the all-clear to open the 
Shed again. 

 

• YVMS Exercise Group (Tuesdays 2-3pm) is suspended until further notice as well. 
 

• Jerrawa Show (Easter Monday – 13 April) has been cancelled.  Many thanks to the YVMS volunteers who 
offered to do gate duty this year – have a sleep-in instead! 

 

• We hold the YVMS AGM usually in the 2nd or 3rd week of April.  Clearly this will have to change this year.  Our 
YVMS Public Officer, Brian Millett, has sought approval from the NSW Officer of Fair Trading to defer the AGM 
until the end of the Year, (like SCOMO has done with his May Budget). 

 
 
What happened last week or recently 
 
Bush Tucker Garden update 
 

 

We have received advice from the NSW Government that our Application for a $4,500 
Grant to help develop our Bush Tucker Garden has been approved.  We have received, 
completed and lodged the necessary Deed so the money can flow to our special Grants 
Bank Account.  According to the announced arrangements, we can expect those funds to 
arrive sometime during or after October.  We couldn’t do much in the meantime, anyway, 
apart, perhaps for some serious planning and budgeting plans for what we will do when 
we all emerge into the sunshine, perhaps in early Spring? 

 
 
Other news, ideas, suggestions and proposals 
 

For all those members who have been moaning for the last 6 months that the clock in the Kaye Lemon Room is an 

hour slow, think again – it is now keeping perfect time.  I told you it would all be OK in the end!  Pity we can’t go along 
to check it out! 
 
Lockdown laughs 
 
Many thanks to everyone who has provided lots of jokes etc.  Here are some of them: 
 

 
 



    
 
 
13 April 2020 
 

YVMS LOCKDOWN UPDATE No 4 – 28 days since Lockdown 

 
Pretty much nothing to report this week (again).  So looking around for other stuff to tell you – not much luck – so this 
one might be a bit thin – my apologies.  On the other hand, if you don’t help me by sending me things, I can’t help 
you…... 
 

Is this what SCOMO and the Chief Medical Officer 
mean by safe social distancing? →   
or, a timely project for the workshop boys while 
at home↓? 
 

 
Possible YVMS COVID safe distancing Bush Tucker Garden 
Seat? 

 
It’s a terrible thing if your name is Corona! 

  
Reminder, if anyone needs help or assistance, please let me know.  We will do our best to help if we can.    
  

 

My personal wish for each of you and all of your families and friends is that you all stay healthy and safe, actively practise all 
the advice being provided, and that we all come out of this better, stronger and more resilient people and ready to get the 
Shed up and running again very soon.  Stay Safe.  Stay Well.  Stay Home.  and, WASH YOUR BLOODY HANDS!! 

ws   Editor  0419 292 022 
 
 

 
  



Easter Message from our Brother Shed in Kelowna,  British Columbia, Canada 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Art Post <okmshed@gmail.com>  
Sent: Sunday, 12 April 2020 8:23 AM 
To: Wayne Stuart - Secretary <secretary@yassmensshed.org.au>; Dave (yccc@dodo.com.au) <yccc@dodo.com.au> 
Subject: Happy Easter 
 
Hello to our Australian brother shed! 
 
Happy Easter to all, probably a bit late due to the date line. 
 
It appears the notorious virus is affecting Australia along with the rest of the world. We are in a 'stay safe/stay home' 
situation here, stores and restaurants closed to walk in customers etc. I gather your situation is about the same. 
 
Our shed has been growing steadily until this hit. We had to close shop for the duration. Now to find a way to help 
members stay connected and avoid the pitfalls of isolation.  I hope you at Yass are coping OK and finding ways to 
help get through this. 
 
Please keep in touch, I enjoy your newsletter and share it out with our members. 
 
cheers, Art. 
 
[Art Post is an inaugural member of the Kelowna Men’s Shed and one of its continuing movers and shakers.  I have 
responded to his Easter Greetings note on behalf of the YVMS membership.  ws] 
 
Another Secret NSW $$$ offer for Seniors? 
 
A couple of weeks ago, I alerted you to the NSW Seniors Travel Card ($250 each per annum to pay for bus, train and 
petrol costs). 
 
It seems there is another one (this time to offset electricity costs) that is not all that well known (thanks to Roger for 
alerting me!) 
 
Have a look at this website  https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-seniors-energy-rebate for how to 
access a once annual $200 rebate direct to your nominated account.  It seems to me all you need is a Centrelink 
Seniors Health Card and for the name and address on it to be the same as on your electricity account.  Roger tells 
me it took him 5 minutes on-line and the money was in his account in a couple of days.  You can also apply in person 
at the NSW Service Centre.  Good luck. 
 
Just a note, though.  I have a Centrelink Pensioner Concession Card and it won’t work for this Rebate.  My Card 
provides a modest rebate on each electricity bill I receive each quarter. 
 
What happened last week or recently 
 

Shed stuff continues at home 
 
Peter Davidson has taken his skills and expertise home and 
built himself a mountain of brownie points by making and 
installing some new drawer fronts in his (and her!!) kitchen. 
 
The timber was sourced (via Allan Carey) from the recent 
changes that have occurred in the transformation of the 
former Convent.   
 
Good to see we have taught you well and you were paying 
attention, Peter! 

    

mailto:okmshed@gmail.com
mailto:secretary@yassmensshed.org.au
mailto:yccc@dodo.com.au
mailto:yccc@dodo.com.au
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-seniors-energy-rebate


Lockdown laughs 
 
Once again The Washington Post has published the winning submissions to its yearly neologism contest, in which 
readers are asked to supply alternative meanings for common words. The winners are:  
1. Coffee (n.), the person upon whom one coughs. 
2. Flabbergasted (adj.), appalled over how much weight you have gained. 
3. Abdicate (v.), to give up all hope of ever having a flat stomach. 
4. Esplanade (v.), to attempt an explanation while drunk. 
5. Willy-nilly (adj.), impotent. 
6. Negligent (adj.), describes a condition in which you absentmindedly answer the door in your nightgown. 
7. Lymph (v.), to walk with a lisp. 
8. Gargoyle, olive-flavoured mouthwash. 
9. Flatulence (n.), emergency vehicle that picks you up after you are run over by a steamroller. 
10. Balderdash (n.), a rapidly receding hairline. 
11. Testicle (n.), a humorous question on an exam. 
12. Rectitude (n.), the formal, dignified bearing adopted by proctologists. 
13. Pokemon, a Rastafarian proctologist. 
14. Oyster (n.), a person who sprinkles his conversation with Yiddishisms. 
15. Frisbeetarianism (n.), (back by popular demand): The belief that, when you die, your soul flies up onto the roof 
and gets stuck there. 
16. Circumvent (n.), an opening in the front of boxer shorts worn by Jewish men. 
 
The Washington Post's Style Invitational also asked readers to take any word from the dictionary, alter it by 
adding, subtracting, or changing one letter, and supply a new definition.  The winners are: 
Bozone (n.): The substance surrounding stupid people that stops bright ideas from penetrating. The bozone layer, 
unfortunately, shows little sign of breaking down in the near future. 
Cashtration (n.): The act of buying a house, which renders the subject financially impotent for an indefinite period. 
Sarchasm (n): The gulf between the author of sarcastic wit and the person who doesn't get it. 
Inoculatte (v): To take coffee intravenously when you are running late. 
Osteopornosis (n): A degenerate disease. (This one got extra credit.) 
Karmageddon (n): It's like, when everybody is sending off all these Really bad vibes, right? And then, like, the Earth 
explodes and it's like, a serious bummer. 
Glibido (v): All talk and no action. 
Arachnoleptic fit (n.): The frantic dance performed just after you've accidentally walked through a spider web. 
Caterpallor (n.): The color you turn after finding half a grub in the fruit you're eating. 
And the pick of the literature: 
Ignoranus (n): A person who's both stupid and an asshole. 
 
Membership News 
 
Membership is standing at 102 members!!   Not likely to change for some time.  Be aware that our annual drive for 
members to renew their membership ($25 due on 1 July) will start soon.  When that message arrives, get to it 
quickly or you might forget. 
 
 

Birthdays during the next week: 
 
13/4:  Brian Millett.   
 
Don’t forget our cake policy boys – if it is your birthday, you bring the cake.  The upside 
is you bring one cake each year and can then enjoy 101 brought by the rest of the 
membership!     
 
Here is a photo I have received from Marje Holgate telling me that we don’t get a cake 
this year, but Roger does.  Something to do with social distancing etc.  What a crock!! 
 
  

 



I have alerted Marje (and Roger) to the NSW Govt rules that allow people to exercise in groups of 2 – so I expect them 
both out walking to deliver nicely wrapped slices to our various letterboxes (let me know if your need the full 
membership address list, Marje!)  “NO” will not be an acceptable answer! 
 
Notwithstanding that the Shed is closed, we will come looking for your cakes when we open again – don’t forget, we 
know where you live! 
 
 
20 April 2020 
 

YVMS LOCKDOWN UPDATE No 5 – 35 days since Lockdown 

 
Another week behind us in this most unusual life we all seem to be living now.  There are some upsides (depending on 
your point of view!)  So many “jobs” that I have been putting off for years are now getting done.  We seem to be 
watching lots of very good entertainments, particularly on SBS on Demand – so much opportunity – so little 
time.  Sometimes I worry everything will be back to normal and I will have missed good movies or series.   
 
I also seem to be reading books at a very rapid rate – it normally takes me 2 weeks to knock over a good book.  Now I 
am starting a new book every 3 or 4 days!  I download free eBooks from the Yass Library – very easy and the software 
you get for your phone (from the Library) is easy to use and very flexible – so font size is easily managed etc.  The range 
and variety of books (and talking books) is massive and I have books lined up for months to come!  Here is an extract 
from the YV Council Library Web page: 
 

 

 

  
If you are interested, give it a go (I think you might need to have a Yass Library Card – the login is the number on your 
library card and your password is the 10 digits of your birth date (ddmmyyyy) – it is MUCH cheaper than all of those 
online book providers who charge.   
 
Here is the link for that BorrowBox eBox and Audio Library App referred to in the info above - have a look and a 
surf:  https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/mainPage.html?b2bSite=6210.  You have nothing to lose and 
you might find a whole new way to enjoy the shut-down.  We also use the talking books for when we go on long drives 
in the car (not much of a possibility now, or if we just want to rest our eyes from too much TV – it is a particularly good 
trick if you are in the garden, gardening or resting).  If you are not a reader, then there are mountains of talking books 
that someone is very keen to read to you. 
 

https://fe.bolindadigital.com/wldcs_bol_fo/b2i/mainPage.html?b2bSite=6210


If all of this is a bit confusing, here is more detail from the most recent YVC online newsletter: 
https://mailchi.mp/469d88051f4a/yass-valley-council-e-news-december-3482281?e=932ce42f40  Try to ignore the 
December reference in the link address, the actual newsletter is dated 17 April. 
 
I am happy to talk to you about this stuff if you wish.  I am not sure if you need a Library Card – I have one, so the 
question did not arise.  I am sure there will be a way around that. 
 
What happened last week or recently 
 

Bush Tucker Garden update 
 

 

 

 

Shed Whirling 
Dervish, Peter 
Davidson, has 
been knocking 
himself out 
again (I hope it 
qualifies as 
“exercise” in 
these total 
lockdown 
times!): 

 
Western mound 

 

“I have finished mulching the westernmost 
mound and the bulbine lily patch.”  →  
 
“Have used up about perhaps almost half of 
the mulch. There should be enough left to do 
the mound near the pond. 
 
“Because they are so tall now, it would be 
best to mow the weeds on that mound 
before mulching.” (any volunteers? Ed). 
 

 
Bulbine lily patch 

My spies tell me that Peter might have pushed his wheelbarrow (empty, one hopes) from his home to the BTG and 
back, just for the heck of it.  This bloke seriously needs some counselling and help. 
 
Lockdown laughs 
 
I know you have seen these before, but a good joke is better when repeated and not lost. 
 

After much careful research, it has been discovered that the artist, 
Vincent Van Gogh, had many relatives. Among them were… 
 
His obnoxious brother — Please Gogh 
His dizzy aunt — Verti Gogh 
The brother who ate prunes — Gotta Gogh 
The brother who worked at a convenience store — Stopn Gogh 
The grandfather from Yugoslavia — U Gogh 
The brother who bleached his clothes white — Hue Gogh 
The cousin from Illinois — Chica Gogh 
His magician uncle — Wherediddy Gogh 
His Mexican cousin — Amee Gogh 
His Mexican cousin’s American half brother — Grin Gogh 
The nephew who drove a stage coach — Wellsfar Gogh 
The constipated uncle — Can’t Gogh 
The ballroom dancing aunt — Tan Gogh 
The bird lover uncle — Flamin Gogh 
His nephew the psychoanalyst — E Gogh 
  

https://mailchi.mp/469d88051f4a/yass-valley-council-e-news-december-3482281?e=932ce42f40


The fruit loving cousin — Man Gogh 
An aunt who taught positive thinking — Wayto Gogh 
The little bouncy nephew — Poe Gogh 
The sister who loved disco — Go Gogh 
His niece traveling the country’s coastline in a van — Winnie Bay Gogh 
And a musical cousin from Liverpool — Ring Gogh 
 

     
 
 
27 April 2020 
 

YVMS LOCKDOWN UPDATE No 5 – 42 days since Lockdown 

 
How much longer is all of this going to continue?  It would appear that there are some chinks and early glimmers of 
light in the total lockdown policies, but it is my view (given our demographic) that we need to wait until we get a very 
loud and distinct “All Clear” before we even consider throwing open the doors again.  That is not to say that, as formal 
restrictions are relaxed, we might be able to slowly introduce some quite restricted activity with social distancing and 
smaller numbers in attendance?  I will talk to the Committee as time goes on with a view to opening in limited ways 
when it is VERY safe to do so – and as soon as we have news to impart, it will be provided to you.  Watch this space… 
 
Not too many members are giving me much news to share, so this week we are a bit thin again.  My apologies. 
 
The Quarterly Men’s Shed Messenger (containing all the news since 1 February and all the news about what comes 
next) will be issued next Friday – 1 May.  In an attempt NOT to annoy you all more than I do now, there will be no 
Missive next Monday (4 May) for obvious reasons.  I will save it all up for a bumper edition on Monday 11 May. 
 
Reminder, if anyone needs help or assistance, please let me know.  We will do our best to help if we can.    
  

 

Stay Safe.  Stay Well.  Stay Home.  and, WASH YOUR BLOODY HANDS!! 
 
ws   Editor  0419 292 022 

 
Message from the President – Allan McGrath 
 

 

Greetings fellow isolaters.  It is true enough that we do not really appreciate what we have 
until it is gone...in our case hopefully it is only temporary and we will have the Shed back in full 
swing some day soon.  
 
Thank you to everyone that has been keeping an eye on the Shed and surrounds and those 
who have found time to undertake some maintenance...  it is noticed and it is appreciated. I 
was proud to see Wayne’s artistic efforts with the rosemary prominently displayed at the 
memorial on Anzac day. Stay safe everyone.  
 
Allan Mc Grath 



 
 
Important Calendar items for the next Month or so  
 
Nothing to report given the major close-downs with the current COVID 19 scare. 
 

• There will be no First Wednesday Morning Teas or Last Saturday BBQs until we have the all-clear to open the 
Shed again. 

 

• YVMS Exercise Group (Tuesdays 2-3pm) is suspended until further notice as well. 
 

• We hold the YVMS AGM usually in the 2nd or 3rd week of April.  Clearly this has changed this year.  Our YVMS Public 
Officer, Brian Millett, has sought approval from the NSW Officer of Fair Trading to defer the AGM until the end of 
the Year, (like SCOMO has done with his May Budget). 

 
What happened last week or recently 
 

 

ANZAC Day 2020 
 
Every year the Shed has made and placed a 
wreath during the 11am ANZAC Day ceremony in 
Yass.  It has traditionally been carried and placed 
by former servicemen Richard Rowan (RIP), 
David Staines and Alf Atkin.  This year is 
different, unfortunately. 
 
However, and not to be deterred by the virus, a 
wreath has been prepared again this year and 
placed at the War Memorial in front of the 
Memorial Hall in Comur St (obeying all rules 
about social distancing, limited numbers etc.) 
 

 

Here are photos of the wreath and how it looks in place. 
 
Thank YOUs 
 
Lots of members seem to be doing lots of things behind the scenes to help keep the Shed in a condition where , when 
it comes time to open again, we will be in the best possible place for that to happen, easily, quickly and without a 
major “restoration” job needed to get operating asap.  On behalf of all Members, I thank all of you for that 
effort.  Some of them (the ones I know of) include: 
 

• Tony Warren who has kept his eye on the frantic broadacre grass growing and has gone down quietly and 
mowed to keep it all under control; 

 

• Allan McGrath who also has been keeping some of the smaller grass areas (where the ride-on won’t go) under 
control and presenting a neat and cared for face to the world; 

 

• Len McGuigan (and others) who call by regularly to do the quick security check and to give the impression to 
passers-by that the place is still operating and hasn’t been abandoned and therefore, might be an easy and 
convenient target; 

 

• Roger Holgate who is keeping an eye on our machinery holdings and is planning a “preventive maintenance” 
effort to ensure our machines are looked after in a period of no use and “to check the machinery and possibly 
oil the tables on lathes etc to prevent rust should this lock down carry on and we get winter condensation”; 
 



• Peter Davidson who seems to go on a regular basis to do further things associated with the slow but steady 
development of the Bush Tucker Garden, including looking at a fallen yellow box tree with Chris Beck with a 
view to it being trimmed for the Bush Tucker Garden’s bee hotel, the fitting of nest boxes, a climbing platform 
for our happy wanderer plant(s) etc etc; and 
 

• Those members who give me feedback and supply news for this little communication – very much 
appreciated, I have to say! 

 
 
Jack Child has invented a new way to have fun…  The Train Shed 
 

“Hello Gents.  
 
Out of sheer desperation and overwhelmed with an 
abundance of free time, I have posted ‘YAFBP’ – Yet 
Another Facebook Page.  It’s called ‘The Train Shed’, and is 
a place where shed members can revel and rejoice in their 
hobby. It is open to YVMS, the ACT Model Railway Society 
(also an AMSA shed), and other train-related group 
members such as the NMRA. 
 
If you wish to share your joys, frustrations and pain please 
join in. Or if you just want to browse around and see what 
others are doing, please feel welcome. 
 
Find ‘The Train Shed’ on facebook with a search by name, 
or enter the following link in your browser:  The Train 
Shed.  If it doesn’t work, here is option 
2  https://www.facebook.com/groups/266286367727020/ 
 
regards, 
Jack” 
 
[I am not a facebook user, don’t have a membership, know nothing about 
how to use it etc etc.  So when I tried the link I got an instruction telling 
me that I must login.  Not sure what that means.  If you strike problems, 
don’t ask me (I’m hopeless) contact Jack jackchild.37@gmail.com. Ed] 

 
 

 
Here are a couple of photos from Jack’s layout 

 
And while talking about model trains… 
 

I was having a chat with Tim Gee this last week – it was his 
birthday and I called him to say hello and see how he is 
going. 
 
I subsequently received this text: 
 
“I’m mostly in the workshop building a steam locomotive. 
 
I’m probably about 1/3 or more along the way.  You can 
probably find a pic or youtube of it is you look for “Blowfly 
model steam locomotive” → .  It runs on 5” rails. 
 
[We have at least 5 members I can think of immediately who are 
“religious” model train fanciers and players.  Do I get an inkling, perhaps, 
of a combined YVMS and ACT Shed Model Train Extravaganza some time 
after the COVID 19 adventure is behind us?  Ed] 

 
This is an image, not the actual one Tim is building 
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Lockdown laughs 
 
Have you noticed, now that petrol is less than $1 per litre, your tank is full and there is nowhere to go?  How is a bloke 
with Scottish genes supposed to save money in these conditions? 
 
Day 18 (TV without sports). Found a lady sitting on my couch yesterday. Apparently she is my wife. She seems nice. 
 

***** 
 
Clancy and the (COVID 19) Tracing App 
 
I had written him an email, which I had, for lack of detail, 
sent on spec addressed to Clancy@theoverflow.com , 
and an answer came directed in a manner unexpected, 
for I couldn’t tell exactly who the blasted thing was from! 
 
“Clancy’s social isolating, so he’s out there hibernating, 
and he’s somewhere down the Lachlan where that bug won’t dare to go, 
so please stay there in the city, it’d be an awful pity 
if you brought that rotten virus and upset the status quo.” 
 
“He won’t need that app they’re touting, so if you should think of flouting 
all the rules and spreading pestilence in any place round here, 
then he’ll do some contact tracing and the culprit will be facing 
Clancy’s fury and I reckon you might wanna disappear!” 
 
I could see what he was saying and I didn’t feel like paying 
any penalty from Clancy if I didn’t make the grade, 
for, although I feel terrific, what he did could be horrific, 
as he’s spent a lifetime shearing and knows how to wield a blade!  
 
So I’m sitting in my dingy little kitchen where a stingy 
ray of sunlight struggles feebly through a mass of dark grey clouds, 
while the streets are empty spaces as we can’t go to the places 
where we used to gather daily in our frantic, bustling crowds.  
 
But I somehow rather fancy that I’d like to change with Clancy, 
out there roaming by the Lachlan where he lives without a care, 
where it doesn’t really matter if infection curves get flatter 
for the virus couldn’t get him as it wouldn’t bloody dare! 
 
[I am not sure who the author is, but I wish it had been me!! 

In case you are interested, my better half and I have downloaded the App.  Our thinking is that it might help prevent the “second wave’.  No 

correspondence will be entered into.  Ed] 

 

 

Where’s Wally? 
 
Are you sick of helping the grandkids with their puzzles and games (mainly because you are not as smart as they are, 
or your eyesight is not what it used to be?), here is the book for you (and them) for when you are allowed to see them 
again – the “Where’s Wally COVID 19 Puzzle Book”.   
 
This will have you back in front of the TV, reading the paper, changing the valves in your iPhone, iPad or Mac, learning 
how to be a “zoom bomber”, dusting the lawnmower or cooking more melting moments cookies in no time! 
  

mailto:Clancy@theoverflow.com


This is what all Aussie beaches look like (or, should look like) now↓: 
 

 
 
This is what that beach looked like in January 2020↓!  Can you find Wally?  I think I can see Donald Trump and 

Richard Saxby. 

 



Membership Renewals due on 1 July 
 
It is that time of year again when your YVMS Membership will soon need to be renewed. 
 
You may have lots of reasons for thinking that you might give it a miss this year.  On the other hand, there are many, 
many more why you should stay.   
 
Memberships are due on 1 July and under our rules, we provide one month’s grace so you are safe until 31 July – but 
after that date you will be removed from the “list of financial members” in the Shed Register and your name tag will 
no longer appear on the name tag board near the sign-in book if you are unfinancial at that point. 
 
There are two easy ways to renew: 
 
EITHER: 
 
Cash/cheque - given to one of the Committee Members (if you can find one!!) or by posting in our letterbox at the 
Shed.  You will get a formal Shed Receipt. 
 
OR:   
 
EFT - the procedure to follow if you want to use this option is: 
 

1. Log on to your bank account and select the "payments" or "transfers" option. 
 

2. Fill in the details of the account (see below) into which you wish to transfer those funds  
 

a) Name of Bank:                  WESTPAC (Yass) 
b) Name of account:             YVMS 
c) BSB:                                     032 771 
d) A/c No.                               209167 
e) Amount:                             $25.00  (amount remains the same - it covers our insurance obligation for members) 

 

3. Where you are requested to state the purpose of the payment (so we know what the payment is for and who 
it is from) can you provide information in the following format please:  “W Smith Subs”.  Substitute your name 
for “W Smith” (this is important so we know who has paid!!).   

 
4. Finally (and most important) can you then send an email to secretary@yassmensshed.org.au advising that you 

have made the transfer.  I will then update the Shed Membership Register to show that you are currently 
financial.   

 
When we get closer to the time, I will start to send out reminders.  If you have paid (some members have paid in 
advance already), you will get an email from me saying there is no need to do anything – you are fine and up to date. 
 
 

AGM Deferred 
 
Our AGM, normally held in April, has been deferred until wea are allowed to go outside and mix in company again – 
so no idea about a date just yet. 
 
However, we can do a couple of things in advance: 
 
An Agenda for the AGM and Reports from the President, Treasurer and the Secretary will all be needed in advance so 
they can be circulated at least 2 weeks before the meeting (this will overcome the need for them to be tediously 
presented at the meeting).  I already have the Treasurer’s Report (thanks, Mac) and I’m looking forward to the 
President’s Report.  Mine (as Secretary) is also in preparation. 
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We also need to organise an election of the new Committee.  I will circulate a separate email with a nomination form 
for anyone willing to volunteer to serve on the Committee for the coming year.  Please give it some consideration.  
Also (please) have regard to the age of those members already on the Committee – they are among our Shed Senior 
Citizens and if we start to lose them, you younger members could lose the Shed if there is not a younger cohort coming 
up through the ranks.  If you are comfortable with that possibility, don’t volunteer. 
 
Watch this space (in the weekly Missives) for more news as time goes on. 
 
 

YVMS Projects 
 
Yass Bush Food Garden.  This is a long-held ambition by the Shed and now is starting to be delivered.  There are a 
number of reports in the Monday Missive Section above.  At the time of writing, we have been advised that  our Grant 
Application with the NSW Community Development Program has been approved and funding should flow in October.   
 
Creative Gunning  is an outlet for interesting items for sale in Yass Street Gunning (in the foyer of the old picture 
theatre a couple of doors back from Baileys Garage).  This is proving to be a very good money spinner for the Shed and 
some members as well.  If you would like some of your wares to be included (either ones you have made for the Shed 
at the Shed using Shed resources) to sell, or things you have made at home for private sale, talk to Roger Holgate or 
Allen Carey. 
 
Bottles and cans recycling at Woolies 
 
This is also proving a good little earner for us – although is currently on hold in the Lockdown.  So far by my estimation, 
we have managed to earn well around $850 thanks to Allan Carey who has decided to do the depositing for us. In 
recent times he has been joined by Peter Davidson and some other members who seems to have “caught the bug” If 
anyone else would like to lighten Allan’s load, please let me know.  Keep bringing those cans and bottles chaps! 
 
Membership News 
  
Membership increase has been stymied by the COVID 19 shut down.  Our membership seems to have stabilised at  
102 financial members. 
 
We have signed up one new member since the last Messenger, Paul O’Keefe who would like to be a regular and  
engaged member with lots of good ideas (if only we would open the doors for him!) 
 
 
The Yass Valley Men’s Shed is very grateful for the generous support of the following entities  (in alphabetical order): 

 

BarkerHarle (Consulting Engineers); Chris Beck Tree Removal; Bunnings (Belconnen); Dreamtime Connections;  
Goodradigbee Bookkeeping; KidsBlitz (aka Allan McGrath); the Lansdowne Foundation; Millers Pharmacy, Yass; 
Minister Katrina Hodgkinson, (former State Member for Burrinjuck); Pollack Concreting Services; Priceline Pharmacy 
Yass;  Scorgie Earthmoving;  Southern Cable Services; Steve Bugden Plumbing; Supa IGA (Yass); Touie Smith Jnr;  
Yass Concrite; Yass & District Printing; Yass Fire Brigade; YassFM; Yass Freemasons; Yass Lions Club; Yass Outdoor 
Power Centre; Yass Rotary Club; Yass Valley Council; Yass Valley First Aid Training; Yass Valley Physiotherapy; The 
Yass Tribune; Woolworths (Yass).  
 

Please let me know if you think the list is missing an important sponsor/supporter. 
 
  



 
 

For information on Shed Opening Times, regular events and contacts:  please click on this link 
http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/   
 
 
 

Download a Membership Form if you know someone who would like to join our Shed.   
Click on this link http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf  
and print the form for them. 
 
 

If you want to see previous editions of the Messenger, you can find them all on the YVMS Website at this address 
(just click on it): http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive - go back and dig up some YVMS archaeology. 
 
 
 
 
 

Wayne Stuart    0419 292 022 
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