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Quote for meditating upon: 
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Editorial ð from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 
Chasps,     
 
Another month gone and another one starting.  I have to admit my life seems to be flashing by rather like the 
countryside when viewed from the window of a European, Japanese or UK very fast train. 
 
This month I have started a new section called "Helpful Handy Hints" in which you will see suggestions and solutions 
to problems and concerns we all might have that members have experienced and solved and are prepared to share 
with you.  I hope a lot of you get a lot of benefit from this new little improvement in the Messenger.  Send me yours! 
 
Early alert.  After the AGM, I will start contacting members to alert you all to the need to renew your memberships 
which will expire on 30 June 2017 (apart from members who are already paid up in advance - I will let you know if 
you are in that esteemed group).  If you wish to avoid the annoyance of me annoying you, why not annoy me and 
pursue me until I take your renewal $25 for next year's membership?  You can pay any Committee member or just 
leave your payment in the letterbox. 
 
By the way, the message I sent you all earlier today was Fake News , all lies and my attempt at an April Fool hoax!  

Was it a GOTCHA moment for you? 

  WS Editor 

http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/
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Message from the President - Bob Nash 
 

Members of the SHED. 
 

How time flies, the past 12 months as your President has in lots of ways helped me to find each member as I have 
come to know you better, how friendship, mate-ship or comradeship can be made. I have found that by just talking 
to each member about every day things brings those feelings out and that is why the shed is becoming a better 
place. 
 
We have achieved much over the past 12 months and have moved forward or should I say evolved at a faster rate, 
by which the growing membership has shown.  
 
Also very pleasing is our financial position which at the moment is very healthy and with Westpac's help will stay 
that way. 
 
Please think about the upcoming AGM and put your hand up for any of the committee's positions, remembering that 
nominations are to be in to the Secretary 2 weeks before the 29th April. Also keep in mind that if you wish to bring 
up any problem for discussion at the AGM then it has to be in writing and to the Secretary 2 weeks before the AGM. 
 
Hoping to see many members at the shed on those days we are open. 
 

  Regards...........BOB. 
 

Message from the Workshop Manager - Roger Holgate 
 

The workshop has been operating smoothly with members mostly carrying out their own little jobs with a couple of 
outside jobs thrown in. 
 
Many thanks to Dave Lynne who took home and sharpened ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ōƻȄ ƻŦ ǎǇŀǊŜ ŘǊƛƭƭ ōƛǘǎΣ 5ŀǾŜ ƛǎ άǎǇŀǊŜ ǘƛƳŜ ǇƻƻǊέ 
but takes a big interest in the metal shop as his time permits.  Following Easter Dave should have a very interesting 
demo for us.  Stand by. 
 
Several members have been seeking accreditation with various pieces of equipment and I am sure that there are 
ƳƻǊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƘƻǿƴ άǘƘŜ ǊƻǇŜǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎŜŀǊΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΣ ǎŜƭŦ-conscious or 
otherwise to speak up, there are members there to help. 
                                                          ----------------------------------------------- 

Stall at Yass Farmers Markets 18/3/2017 
 

 

Peter, Clarrie, Allan and I have been working the 
markets, beginning at the Memorial Hall in 
conjunction with Classic Yass then continuing at the 
Yass Farmers Markets basically on a monthly basis.  
Apart from a slack period following Xmas this has 
proven quite successful and we have had a lot of fun. 
 
Here is a challenge for members, come up with some 
neat and tidy handmade novelty items and help 
generate a few extra dollars for the shed.  They can 
be made from wood, metal, leather, art work, sign 
work etc. etc., whatever fancies you.  The tools and 

most materials are at the shed.   Small, simple and easy to make things seem to be the best sellers.                                                            
                                                      ---------------------------------------------------------- 
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Contour gauge 
 

Last week we needed to use our contour gauge, similar to the picture ČΦ   LǘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ 
recent position at the shed was on the wall behind the main wood lathe.  We have 
hunted everywhere and cannot locate.  Someone will have to have been the last one to 
use or to borrow.     Any ideas anyone?? 
                                                              --------------------------------------------------- 
 

The big issue this month is the AGM coming up at on 29th April.    
 
 I, as your current Vice President ask you all to give some consideration as to where you 
may be able to assist and contribute to shed management.    There are key positions 
which you are welcome to nominate for, or consider just getting on the Committee to  
learn the system in preparation for the future, there are lots of little tasks to be attended to and these seem to end 
up being looked after by the usual few who have done so for many years, some of these tasks can be looked after by 
a non-committee member, please consider. 
 
 !ǎ ²ŀȅƴŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜǎ ά²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴ ŜŦŦƛŎƛŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘŜŀƳέΚ  /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
more than half the current team are between 70 and 80+ years of age.  We need younger members coming through 
to take over and carry the shed forward into the future. 
 

 

 
 
Regards to all, 
Roger Holgate (aka R@1) - Vice President and Workshop Manager 

 
 

Upcoming AGM and election of a new Committee 
 
Under our Constitution, all positions are declared vacant at the AGM and all Members are invited to nominate for 
any position they choose. 
 
Our Constitution also permits current Committee members to be re-elected.  Any members who wish to nominate 
for the first time or existing Committee members who wish to renominate, should advise the Secretary in writing in 
good time.  The best way to do that is by email - or you could leave a note addressed to him in the letterbox at the 
Shed. 
 
The Secretary is Jack Child and his contact details are:  jackchild.37@gmail.com 
 
A poster with the various Committee positions and their "duties" is on the notice board next to the kitchen counter 
(above the computer desk) in the Common Room.  Have a look at it, you might find a way to "give back" to the Shed. 
 
So far we have the following nominations for positions on the Committee: 
 

1. President:  currently Bob Nash 
2. Vice President:  currently Roger Holgate - has nominated again 
3. Secretary: currently Jack Child 
4. Treasurer:  currently Sam Noor - has nominated again 
5. Member: (IT Manager):  currently Nicholas Londey - has nominated again 
6. Member:  (Membership and Communications):  currently Wayne Stuart - has nominated again 
7. Member:  currently Tony Warren 

 
Please feel free to nominate for any position.  Some current committee members have been doing it for years and 
would appreciate a rest!  If you nominate, they will be pleased to step aside or to share or change their areas of 
interest or responsibility 
 

jackchild.37@gmail.com
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What has happened since the last Messenger? 
 

Things that happened during March: 
 
Visit to the Shed by The Hon. Katrina Hodgkinson MP 
 
We received a lovely letter from Katrina 
thanking us for welcoming her early in 
February.   
 
I sent that letter to all members when it 
was received, but it deserves another 
outing, so here it is againČ: 
 
It is always good to see Katrina and I 
hope she will feel comfortable and 
welcome enough to drop in any time she 
is passing and sees the open door. 
 
We can always come up with a cup of 
coffee at very short notice. 
 
Here's another photo from that visit: 
 

  
 
Interesting and useful projects undertaken during March 
 
Quite a number of interesting projects have been completed in March.  Here are some of them: 
 
Filter fun.  Since we connected our rainwater tanks to 
the Shed some years ago, we have found that our filter 
gets quite dirty and a lot of algae forms in it. 
 
Part of this problem (according to the experts) is that the 
filter is exposed to sunlight and that is not ideal for 
controlling algae growth. 
 
Accordingly, a cover has been built that easily slips over 
the filter and prevents direct sunlight hitting the filter.  A 
small step for Man, but a giant leap for Shedkind.             

Before     After 



YVMS Shed Matters, March 2017    Page | 5 
 

Ben Harvey (together with his Dad, John) undertook a very 
risky project to completely re-rig a model Junk/sampan 
(depends who you talk to!) on behalf of a local lady (Gladys 
Pearce).  Ben (and John) had to learn a lot of new skills, obtain 
appropriate rigging cord and then solve the problem of where 
the various bits go, how to apply the right tensions, learn 
from scratch how to make nautical knots used on such vessels 
and generally not go mad in the process. 
 

The rigging cord on the boat had broken in places and the 
sails were collapsed.  Also some of the other features such as 
the base of the masts had to be remounted and work was 
needed on the attachment of the anchor.  I should mention 
that he did not change the colour of the boat - that is entirely 
a lighting issue in the two photos.  
 

Gladys was very happy to get her prized boat back and was 
thrilled with Ben's efforts.  So much so that she donated $50 
to the Shed in gratitude. 
 

Ben has since moved to Brisbane, so we won't have him as a 
talented and active member any more.  He will be sadly 
missed. 
 

This is an excellent example of some of the really good things 
that happen at the Shed.  Ben is a model maker, but had 
never touched sailing boats before.  Shed Members can 
expand their horizons, rise to new challenges and be 
rewarded with good experiences. 

 
Before 

 
After 

 
 

Allan Carey has made a pretty spiffy "bridge" as a 
garden enhancement to bring a further touch of 
interest and spiffiness to a friend's garden. 
 

Isn't it amazing how a bit of imagination and some of 
the "used" timber we have at the Shed can morph 
from a pile of "stuff" into a pretty wonderful piece 
that will bring joy to the recipient? 
 
Come on Chaps, bring your imagination to the Shed 
and see where it leads you!  
 

Allan has built a second bridge (exactly the same) which is for sale to the first taker.  The price is $150.  Get in fast if 
you need a pretty terrific garden enhancement.  If we don't sell it to a member or one of your contacts, we will put it 
on EBay or GumTree. 
 

Chris Beck arrived at the Shed during January to deal with the very large tree immediately behind the Containers 
that sickened and died over the last couple of seasons.  The tree had started to drop limbs and concern for the safety 
of members was becoming a high priority.  Chris and his team arrived, dropped the tree, cut it up, ground down the 
stump and removed all debris from the site - all done at no cost to the Shed. 
 

As a token of our appreciation for that significant donation to the Shed and to the safety of members and visitors to 
the site, Chris is now celebrated on our "Thank You" board on the front wall as a significant Supporter/Donor. 
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Roof over Containers Project 
 

We have good progress happening on this YVMS life-changing project. 
 

Rob Barker's engineering business, 5QS Barker Harle, has prepared 
drawings Č showing the proposed installation of a roof over the two 
containers and covering all of the space between the containers and from 
the containers back to the west wall of the existing Shed Workshop. 
 

This roof will significantly expand the comfort and versatility of our Shed.  
We will see benefits in the temperatures in the containers being better 
controlled.  Also, the roof over the open areas will allow us to establish 
under cover social areas outside as well and expanding and facilitating 
Workshop and project activity under cover and out of the sun/rain. 
  
Members are invited to examine the drawings and make any comments or suggestions you feel might be helpful.  
the drawings are on a board which is temporarily placed on the card table in the corner of the Common room. 
 

The next steps will be to lodge a DA with Council and then obtain quotes for the work. 
 

We have been saving funds for this project, but until we get quotes we will not know if we have sufficient funds or if 
we will need to seek a grant.  Stand by for news as the project progresses. 
 
Banking Blues 
 
We changed our bank from Bendigo Bank in Boorowa to CommBank in Yass starting round September in 2016.  
Apart from a series of start/stop problems with CommBank including very lengthy delays in issuing cheque books, 
electronic banking authorisations and further regular requests for information we had already given them, the last 
straw was the sudden finding that they were charging us significant bank fees - not what we expected being a not-
for-profit organisation.  The Yass Branch has declined to help us negotiate a better deal by waiving or reversing these 
fees.  The Committee has decided it is not in the interests of the Shed or its members to continue with the 
Commonwealth Bank. 
 

 

Accordingly, during March, Treasurer Sam Noor has negotiated with WESTPAC and 
we are now operational with new accounts up and running with WESTPAC.  Our 
experience with CommBank left a lot to be desired and the Committee took the view 
that it was not viable or proper that a community group like YVMS should be charged 
significant fees when it is a real effort for us to attract funds in the first place.   
 
WESTPAC has assured us that there will be no fees for any of our accounts.  All 
Members owe a vote of thanks to Treasurer Sam Noor who has shouldered the 
major part of the Shed's financial management load in recent times - with both 
banks. 

 

I would also like to mention that the changeover process has been extremely easy and without any fuss.  The team 
at Yass WESTPAC (Olivia Pearce and her team) have certainly demonstrated that service is not dead and that some 
banking outfits actually do "get it"! 
 

Calendar of upcoming events at the Shed (or elsewhere) 
 
Wednesday 5 April -  First Wednesday Morning Tea 10 to 11.30am ς Dave Staines is the host and will be organising 
more Tasty Treats from Tanks Bakery.  Don't miss it!  . 
 
Saturday 29 April, 2pm - YVMS Annual General Meeting 
 
The AGM is a meeting entirely for the purposes of meeting our legal obligations under NSW Incorporation Law.   
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Its main purpose is to take annual reports from the Committee and elect a new Committee for the next year.  Usually 
there is no "General Business" discussed.  Should any Member want an issue discussed or decided, you need to 
submit that proposal in writing to the Secretary 14 days before the meeting - ie by 15 April 2017.  All organising and 
communications concerning the AGM are the responsibility of the Secretary (Jack Child - contact details on page 1).  
Jack will be overseas when the AGM is held and Mark (Boz) Bosma has volunteered to do the honours for the AGM. 
 
3rd Saturday of every month - YVMS at the Farmers' Markets 
 
Roger Holgate, Clarrie Schlunke, 
Peter Roberts & Allan Carey have 
decided to attend the Farmers' 
Markets once each month (on the 
3rd Saturday of each month) to 
showcase Shed workshop things 
and to sell what they can to raise 
funds for the Shed. 
 
These blokes are doing their bit!  
 
Your challenge, is to bring your 
skills out of hiding and produce 
some items that will sell at the 
Markets. 
 
The feedback I have is that small 
interesting pieces (clocks, quirky 
turned items and useful items and 
gifts are the best sellers.  Talk to 
Roger if you wish to know more.  

 
 

Tuesday 23 May - NSW Trustee and Guardian visiting Yass. 
 

If you or anyone you know wants to know more about making, updating a 
will or power of attorney, the NSW Trustee and Guardian will be in Yass on 
Tuesday 23 May for precisely this purpose.  There is a large poster Č on 
display on the inside of the door into the Common Room.   
 

There are fees involved if you want to have a will or power of attorney 
prepared. 
 

Bookings are essential if you want to attend.  Phone 1300 721 601. 
  

General info and other stuff 
 
March  Membership News  
 

We have welcomed Erick Barnett to the Shed as a new member. Our membership now stands at a very healthy 107. 
 

Please go out of your way to make Erick welcome and help him out as necessary until he learns the ropes. 
 

Other Membership News: 
 

Brian Millett has welcomed his wife, Penny, home after an extended stay in hospital since before Christmas. 
 

Ray Armour is recovering well from his recent hip replacement, is in very good spirits and hopes to be back at the 
Shed in the not too distant future. 
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RÚÚÚ2's   Ravishing Recipe of the Month 
 

This is another versatile dish. It is great as a side with any BBQ meat or with grilled chops (pork or lamb) or with 
tuna/salmon/fish. It also has the capacity ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ΨŎǊƛǎǇŜǊΩ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ 
 

Eggplant and pesto baked pasta 
 

INGREDIENTS 
¶ 250g packet small pasta (such as spirals, 

macaroni or mini penne) A mixture of colour 
(green) also works well. 

¶ 1 medium (150g) zucchini, grated coarsely 
¶ 100g prepared pesto store purchased 
¶ 2 medium / small eggplants, sliced thinly 

lengthways 
¶ 120ml olive oil  
¶ 1 cup  grated mozzarella cheese 
¶ ¼ cup freshly grated parmesan cheese 
¶ 250g cherry tomatoes, halved 
¶ Mixed spices, and or, ½ tsp chilli flakes, and or 1/2tsp cumin, and or 1/2 tsp garlic power (sprinkled on dish 

before cheese) 
 

OPTIONAL EXTRAS 

¶ Capsicum, broccoli, cauliflower, pumpkin, potato, bacon, onion, mushrooms, (all lightly fried), silver beat,  
 

METHOD 
Cook the pasta in a large saucepan of boiling salted water until just tender (approx 3 minutes less than 
instructions on packet) drain. Combine the pasta with zucchini and pesto; mix well. 
 
Meanwhile, brush both sides of the eggplant slices with oil. Cook the eggplant in batches in a large non-
stick frying pan until browned on both sides; drain on absorbent paper. 
 
Preheat the oven to 180°C (160°C fan forced). 
 
Spoon pasta into a shallow ovenproof dish. Top with the eggplant, overlapping the slices. Sprinkle eggplant 
όŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŀƴȅ ƻǇǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǘǊŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ΨŎǊƛǎǇŜǊΩύ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ н ŎƘŜŜǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƻƳŀǘƻŜǎΣ Ŏǳǘ-side up. 
 
Bake, uncovered, for about 45 minutes or until heated through and cheese is lightly browned; cover with 
foil if over-browning. Check cooking at 20 minutes and add some stock if looking too dry. 

 

{ŜǊǾŜΧΧΧΧΦ 9ƴƧƻȅΧΧΦ 

 RÚÚÚ2 
 

Helpful  Handy Hints 
 

Members are invited to send in any good ideas that might make all of our lives a little easier or solve a problem.  If 
some of these hints are working well, I will keep them in the Messenger for a couple of editions.  ws 
 

Don't get booked at the Shed 
 

I hear that Council has an officer booking cars illegally parked under the canopy on the forecourt in front of the 
YVCC.  There are No Parking signs erected and the space needs to be kept clear to let caravans drive through after 
using the dump site. 
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Very useful and informative 2017 Diary 
 

 

John Backhouse has secured a second supply of 2017 diaries from the office of our Local Member, Pru 
Goward. 
 
Unfortunately the first supply of 20 diaries were snapped up by members and the second delivery is also 
going out the door fast.   

 

 
The diaries are in a box on or near the coffee table in the common room.  I can strongly recommend them to 
members - they are full of interesting and valuable information of use to retired folk.  But get in fast, this second 
delivery is being quickly depleted. 
 

Many thanks to John for exercising his initiative. 
 
Trouble with the NBN?  Here is some advice from Len McGuigan 
 

Lots of people are having all kinds of trouble after going on to NBN.  
 

Home phones not working, answering machines not working, home phone not working when computer is turned off. 
We have had all of the above, plus lots of friends are having similar problems.   
 

Our answering machine did not work because they switched it off and put us on to message bank which we don't 
have, forgot to tell us.  The other problems were the same, I think they are still learning.    
 

   

Phone NBN on 1800 834 273, they will fix it immediately, don't call your provider. 
 
 
Len 

 
Insurance renewal time?  Don't just pay it - ask for a better premium 
 

I recently received a reminder to pay insurance on my car from my insurer of choice AAMI.  I have most of my 
insurances with them as I get a "bundled" cost advantage.  On this occasion I decided to ring the payment centre 
because I considered there might have been an error in the invoice.  One really good thing about AAMI is you get a 
real person and they speak in an accent that I can understand. 
 

As it turned out, the "error" was not an error, but the woman I was speaking to asked me if I had a minute while she 
reviewed my various covers (house contents, car etc etc).  In that process, she advised that the premium for my car 
could be reduced by about $30 and I had paid $18 too much on my recent house and contents insurance renewal 
which she refunded to my credit card on the spot. 
 

 

As we finished up and I was thanking her, she said "it is always good to call and pay your insurance by 
phone.  Insurers keep tabs on other insurers' rates all the time and do not want to lose customers who 
think they have been overcharged.  Every time you need to pay a premium if you ask for the best price 
they can do, you will almost always get a reduction in the invoiced cost."  Moral of this Story - never 
just pay the invoice - ask for a reduction or for their best price!!         ws 

 
Shed Red 
 
Ask and ye shall discover, seek and ye shall find.... 
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R2's cooking safety hint 
 
Food for cooking from the refrigerator should NEVER be put on a BBQ, hot plate or grill without resting it at room 
temperature for at least 20 minutes. This way the food, beef, lamb, chicken or seafood have a chance to give you the 
real flavour. Always rest meat after cooking. 
 

 

Secondly NEVER return cook items to the plate that they came from out of the refrigerator. Otherwise 
it is a sure fire practice to give you food poisoning!!!! 
 
ΧwÚÚÚ2 
 

Workshop and tools safety hint  
 

 

If you keep all of your tools in good condition and cutting tools (chisels, knives, axes 
etc) with a good sharp edge, you are much less likely to cut or injure yourself. 
 
(courtesy of Clarrie Schlunke and Allan Carey) 
  

 

Scuttlebut  
 
Scuttlebut 1 - Joint Hero of the Month - Geoff Atkinson 
 

   
 

 

More than a month ago a couple of members "cracked" the barrels of "Shed Red" for a taste test and 
apparently damaged the tap on one barrel leaving the mess you see in photo 1.  The tap has been 
dripping and the wine has stained the grout and worked its way into the surface of the tiles as well.  
Geoff has been a bit annoyed about this as he is one of the blokes who has volunteered to keep the 
kitchen clean.  The blokes who were responsible must have walked past this mess on many occasions. 

 
In the second photo you can see Geoff cleaning up the wine and the stain it caused.  This was NOT a quick job 
(serious scrubbing was needed) and not a mess any members should expect Geoff (or anyone else) to fix.  The rule in 
the Shed is "leave the place as you find it".  Geoff has a lot of pain and is not a generally well bloke - it is not good to 
load him up like this.  I hope the wine club members will think to thank him! 
 
Scuttlebut 2 - Joint Hero of the Month - Sam Noor 
 

 

Sam, our quiet, but very efficient Treasurer who originally put his hand up when our previous 
Treasurer (Ron McMullen) had to stand down for health reasons. 
 
Hero status is conferred due to Sam's unrelenting efforts to make our transition from Bendigo Bank to 
the Commonwealth Bank successful, but recognising it was never going to work for us, then 
negotiated a very smooth and trouble free move to WESTPAC.  This is an example of your Committee 
working for you. 

 
Scuttlebut 3 - Why Yass is such a good place to live 
 
The nice part about living in a small town:  "when you don't know what you are doing, someone else always does!" 


