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Quote for meditating upon: 
 

"A bachelor is a guy who never made the 

same mistake once."                     Phillis Diller 
 

 

Last Edition for 2016!  Have a great Festive Season, Chasps! 
(from the Editor and all the Staff at "YVMS Matters" HQ) 

 
 

Editorial – from the Cave - Wayne Stuart 
Chasps,     
 
This will be the last Messenger for 2016.  Allow me to thank everyone who has contributed to it during the year.  
More particularly, though, thank you to the Shed members who read this rubbish - I have had the occasional thank 
you and pat on the back - makes it all worthwhile.  It gives me purpose and stops me joining some silly outfit like 
"Men for a Responsible Parliament" or "Philatelly for Philistines" or wasting my time going to "Computers for 
Dinosaur" lessons. 
 
The team at YVMS Matters HQ will be back refreshed and raring to go in the new year.  If you have any ideas to 
improve the Messenger, would like to see more focus on particular aspects of Shed Life and activity or would like to 
become an occasional or regular contributor, let me know.  If you want issues discussed, a "for sale" column etc, an 
occasional brief potted life history of interesting members, etc - also let me know.  The First Messenger for 2017 will 
appear on 1 February. 
 
Have a great festive season and I look forward to seeing you throughout 2017.  Bring a mate and sign him up! 
 

  WS Editor 

http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/
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Christmas Messages from the Committee, Public Officer and Super Chef 
 

 

May the Christ Child come into each and every member of the Shed and their Families. 
May your Families come together and celebrate what the meaning of Christmas is all about and enjoy 
friendship and love towards each other. 
Peace to you all.                Bob Nash, President 

 

 

As we rapidly approach the festive season, and this being the last messenger for the year, may I take 
this opportunity to thank you all for your friendship and co-operation during the year and wish each 
and every one of you a joyous Christmas and a healthy and happy New Year.  
 

Roger Holgate, Vice President and Workshop Manager 
 

 

I'm not a very wordy bloke, 
      all agree that this is true. 
So I'll simply wish the very best 
      to each and all of you. 
 
Merry Christmas, and Happy 2017            Jack Child, Secretary 

 

 

 Christmas waves a magic wand over this world, and all your cash suddenly disappears!  
Merry Christmas !  
May your longest list this Christmas be the one that counts your blessings.” 
 

Sam Noor, Treasurer 

 

 

As we enter this holiday season I will reiterate the security mantra of “be suspicious of anything that 
finds you that you did not go looking for yourself”. This includes emails, popups, phone calls and 
someone showing up at your door. 
Merry Christmas                   Nicholas Londey, IT Manager 

 

 

May all Shed members, their family and friends, have a safe and happy Christmas.   
I heard this recently:-  Why is Father Xmas so merry all the time?   He knows where all the bad girls 
live. 

Tony Warren, Committee Member 

 

 

The Public Officer in his capacity as the Shed's contact with the Department of Fair Trading to meet 
the terms and requirements of its Incorporation continues with his onerous duties in this regard and 
is delighted that the Shed continues to function well to the benefit of its members with meetings 
being kept to an informal minimum and giving them an opportunity to meet and share a coffee and 
some good conversation.  Season's Greeting to You All!                                         Brian Millett, Public Officer 

 

 

Christmas Message from the Kitchen.  Wishing all shed members a bright and wonderful Christmas. 
Make an effort and enjoy your time with family and friends, often it is the only time we see some 
people.  Could not go without providing some advice. Firstly check your barbecue fittings to ensure 
that they are safe. Secondly never the same plate to and from the barbecue. Thirdly if you have your 
little grandchildren around, do a safety check. Three-year-old Thomas/Susan imitating grandpa 
cutting barbecue timber is probably cute but has the potential to mar festivities. 
So folks, as they say in the classics, have a great one.                                                                         R2 

 

 

I know that you all think I'm strange 
Too late for me ever to change 
But on this great day 
Here's what I will say 
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"Happy Christmas" - now, back to my Grange!               Wayne Stuart (Membership and Communications) 

Message from the President - Bob Nash 
 

Members of the SHED. 
 

The silly time of the year has almost arrived, I do think the older one gets the quicker the time goes.  
 
I have been very pleased with the increase in membership, word must be getting around how good the Shed has 
become, both in fellowship and the work the workshop has been putting out to bring the income in that has been 
generated from that. 
 
It was very gratifying to see the display of the craftsmanship at the Memorial Hall during the Classic Yass weekend 
which did the Shed proud. The team now is displaying at the Rotary Markets till up to Christmas. I think that these 
are the things that is putting the Shed out there in the public view, and making the public more aware of what the 
Shed is all about. 
 
I wish to thank those members who have helped me during the year, specially Wayne, a spade is a number 10 shovel 
when he speaks and I admire him for that. 
 
For now that is enough from me for this year and look forward to another exciting year in 2017. 
 

Until next time.........  
 

  Regards...........BOB. 
 

Message from the Workshop Manager - Roger Holgate 
 

As we start to ease back towards our Christmas break workshop activities remain steady with the usual small 
requests and some quite talented projects from both the wood and metal shops. 
                                               ------------------------------ 

On Tuesday 6th December we are expecting a visit from Katrina Hodgkinson to inspect and “launch” the Metal Shop 
machinery and disabled gardens purchased with the recent NSW Government Grant monies. We are planning to 
have a few items on display which have been made using this machinery.  May I ask all of you to assist in having the 
facilities looking “spick and span” for the occasion. 
                                         --------------------------------------- 

There have been a couple of machinery problems during the month. 
 * Firstly the belt sander failed as it was about to be used and found to be basically burnt out requiring replacement, 
it has been replaced with a slightly larger Makita unit. 
* Secondly a blade was wrecked on the big bandsaw, the mishap narrowly avoiding serious personal injury. 
 

We cannot stress enough that we are dealing with potentially dangerous machinery which requires careful thought 
and set up when using.  Please do not use a machine on which you have not been accredited and if at all in doubt 
about what you are doing please talk to someone who may have a little more experience.  Also please allow the 
machine to do the job that it was meant to do, do not force it to do the job, find another way if this be the case.   
Any sign of burn marks (we all get them at times) when using a saw is an indication of incorrect use. 
 

Also if you notice anything different about the function of a tool or machine please bring it to the attention of 
myself, Allan, Clarrie or report to someone on the committee, do not just put the tool away or leave the machine 
and say nothing.  There is also a blackboard on the tool cupboard for noting these things. 
 

While I am in a “whinging” mood, for the sake of harmony in the place, please put the tools away in their correct 
place, in most cases this is marked on the cupboard.  We have 2 Makita power planers and recently neither were 
there, the cupboard was bare, one was found in with a power saw and the other in with sundry drill bits. – “Fair go.” 
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I have noticed the points at Home Hardware are fairly limited at the moment, I have however, just managed to 
replace 3 small drill bits over the last month.  Your donation of points to the shed with your purchases is an easy way 
for you to input into the maintenance costs of the shed.   This is simple for all and saves a lot of internal paper work 
when purchasing incidentals that are always required. 
                                                 ------------------------------------ 

Clarrie and I visited the Canberra Timber and Working With Wood Show early in November,  while it was very 
interesting there has been a noticeable decline in exhibitors over the past few years.  This is always a good show to 
attend where you can drool over a tool or machine that you would like to own, pick up incidentals at a good price 
and also to observe and pick up a few ideas and techniques from the various demonstrations. 
                                                ------------------------------------- 

I will also remind members that there is plenty of garden space available.  At this stage there are only two members 
who have planting in. Below is a photo of a section of the garden area in 2012.  Where are all the keen gardeners? 

 
 
Regards to all, 
 

  Roger Holgate (aka R1) - Vice President and Workshop Manager 
 

Treasurer's Report - Sam Noor 
 

Reporting Period 10th October to 31st November 2016 
 
I am pleased to announce that the banking is now fully operational after the transition from Bendigo Boorowa to the 
Commonwealth Bank in Yass.  
 
The bank accounts are set out as follows: 
 
‐ General Account: This account carries most the shed’s finances, the account is used to top up the cash card 
account, as well as hold the income funds from sales, donations and other miscellaneous funds. 
 
‐ Insurance Account: The purpose of this account is to keep track of the funds coming from membership fees, the 
funds are used to pay for the shed’s insurance costs. 
‐ Exercise Group Account: This account was previously referred to as “Good Deeds account”, the funds are used by 
the exercise group to help organisations or assist in special issues in the community. 
 
‐ Cash Card Account: This account is fed from the General account. There are three cash cards that are issued to 
Roger Holgate, Richard Rowan and Samuel Noor. The purpose of the account is to offer quick access to cash to cover 
tools for the workshop and the various gourmet meals/BBQs that we have at the shed. 
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The status of the accounts mentioned are shown in the table below: 

 
 A total of $2375 was transferred from the General Acct. to the Insurance Acct., $399.80 was transferred to 

the Cash Card Acct. This means that the actual Difference on the General Acct is + $309.85. we are in the 
Green in all accounts. 

 The Total Expenses for the shed has been $468.98 consisting mainly of catering and workshop tools. An 
outstanding Invoice ($160.00) from Ron Firth Furnishings is yet to be paid (Re-stretch and Lay Carpet). 

 
In Conclusion, the Shed’s finances are growing which will enable us to provide more activities for the local blokes. 
Regards, 
 

  Samuel M Noor, Treasurer 
 

End of year Shed IT Report - Nicholas Londey  IT Manager 
 
It has been a quiet year for IT at the shed with the main work of the IT committee member being to provide 
technical support to other committee members. This is a trend I hope to break in the coming months and instead 
drive utilization of the shed's existing computer assets.  
 
One key element, which spurs this optimism is the possibility of getting effective internet access at the shed through 
the imminent arrival of the NBN. I would also be curious to know if anyone would be interested doing some 
computer programming at the shed which is my own specialisation. 
 
At the same time, I want to remind everyone that technology is fun and difficult to break irreversibly. So, don’t just 
use but play with your phones, cameras, drones, and smartwatches. Playing is the best way to learn and breaking 
things comes with the territory. 
 

 Nicholas Londey, Shed IT Manager 
 

What has happened since the last Messenger? 
 

Things that happened during November: 
 

Paul Haslam RIP 
 
The inaugural Yass Valley Men’s Shed President, Paul Haslem,  passed away from cancer.  He had only just had his 
60th  birthday. 
 
Paul took us from half a dozen mildly interested blokes and a vacant building with dead rats, rubbish and leaf litter 
about a foot deep, to a vibrant and operating place.  His first action was to arrange a “training” event for the RFS to 
hose out the Shed and get rid of years of accumulated detritus. 
 
He built all the original structures (work benches, divisions with storage and shadow boards in the workshop, he  
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made the signs over the front door (which we now use as our official Shed logo) and the 
mobile sign that we place on the Street, he made the “Jack’s Workshop” sign and was 
indefatigable in promoting and getting businesses to support the Shed.   He also obtained 
the donation of a quite "wrecked" billiards table and rejuvenated it - replaced/recovered 
the badly torn playing surface etc.  He also obtained the serving bench in the kitchen from 
an old Yass motor bike shop. 
 
He seemed to be on YassFM or in the Trib all the time and would give presentations to  

Lions and Rotary and anyone else who wanted to know what the Shed was about.  He also haunted Mayor Nic 
Carmody and the Yass Valley Council getting advantage and help in having our Shed given little opportunities that 
allowed us to do things before we had any real money to do so on our own behalf. 
 
Paul had some personal experience of depression and the black dog.  He was the mover and shaker who largely 
organised our initial Men’s Health Seminars focussing on prostate and the BIG event with Beyond Blue where we had 
over 120 people come and there was standing room only in the YVCC. 
 
After about a year of this frenetic and successful activity, the Committee voted unanimously that he should be 
granted Honorary Membership.  This is the entry that still exists in the Membership Register reflecting that decision: 
 

“Paul Haslam – Honorary Membership conferred by acclamation at the YVMS Committee meeting 

held on 18 June 2009 in recognition of his exemplary leadership and intuitive and strategic steering 
of the YVMS from a good idea to a most successful and valuable community asset in the Yass 
Valley.” 

 
After his Presidency finished, Paul again started to suffer with his depressive illness which eventually resulted in him 
resigning his membership about a year later. 
 
Paul is one of the main reasons we exist.  I know there are a lot of members who have very fond memories of him 
and I hope he will live in the Shed annals and memory as the driving force behind one of the more successful and 
active Sheds around. 
 
Paul has a place of honour on our Memorial Board at the Shed.     Rest in peace, Paul 
 
Saturday 5 November - Classic Yass 
 
This year the Shed took mounted a "publicity" table and our 
large "Info Board" in the Yass Memorial Hall. 
 

Some members also took the opportunity to show their 
woodworking and other skills by having some of their things 
there to sell.  We also had some items from the Shedde 
Shoppe for sale - as well as info flyers and Application forms 
for any members of the local community who were 
interested. 
 

Quite a number of Shed members showed up during the day 
to help man the tables (we needed four large tables to take 
all of the offerings and still some of our "stock" had to be 
stored on the floor. 
 

Roger Holgate provided this "post event" report on the 
outcomes of the Day: 
 

"At the close of today's event, Clarrie, Allan and myself added 
up the takings.     Total recorded sales were :- Shed $60.00, 
Roger $146.00, Clarrie $223.00 and Allan $245.50, giving a 
total of $674.50. 

 
Allan Carey and Peter Roberts "hard selling" to a poor 

unsuspecting member of the public  
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We paid $40.00 for the tables ( $10.00 each ), divided up the cash and ended up with a $12.00 surplus giving a final 
return to the shed of $62.00.  We assume that there must have been one or two unrecorded sales. 
 

A steady day with an acceptable result.  Many thanks to all involved.                                       Regards, Roger" 
 
Tuesday 8 November - visit by members of the Colo Vale Men's Shed 
 

  
 

On Tuesday, 8 November 12 blokes from the Colo Vale Men's Shed visited arriving at around 9.30am. 
 

  
 

A fair amount of time was spent looking through the various workshops and grounds.  An equal if not greater time 
was spent just chatting - blokes are good at this bit, I always think.  the Colo Vale blokes are in the process of building 
a Shed to allow them to do all the things that blokes at Sheds do.  Part of the purpose of the visit was to have a look 
at the good things we do and the mistakes we have made.  I got think they saw more good things than mistakes. 
 

Richard Rowan (aka R2), ably helped and assisted 
by Tony (T3) Warren, Clarrie Schlunke and Graeme 
Fountain managed to prepare, cook and present another 
feast that changed ordinary food into something much 
more exciting and certainly much tastier.  A new and 
most unexpected adventure in taste was R2's BBQed 
watermelon served with lunch.  Another taste sensation. 
 
At the end of the visit, while thanking us for our 
hospitality, the Colo Vale President, Greg Power, invited 
us back in 12 months time (after their Shed is built and 
operating), to enjoy a day and  lunch with them.  At this 
point, one of their members interjected loudly saying - 
"make sure you send your Chefs!"  I can assure Colo 
Vale, that R2 and his team are going nowhere!  
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Roger not only stood in for Bob Nash who had a medical appointment and gave a brief and, therefore, a very 
enjoyable response to Greg's kind words, but also then rolled up his sleeves, swept and washed the kitchen floor.  I 
hope his wife doesn't read this Messenger - or he will be in big trouble and in big demand to start doing similar 
things at home! 
 

  
T3 eating the output  as soon as R2 produces it (and before we got any!)   Graeme doing sneaky cooking  while R2 wasn't looking! 

 

 

  
  Enjoyment underway          Enjoyment being made 

 
We subsequently received a copy of the report on their visit due to be published in their upcoming Newsletter from 
the Colo Vale Shed members once they had found their way back up the Hume Highway: 
 

"Visit to Yass Valley Men’s Shed 
  
On Tuesday 8 Nov we were invited to visit the Yass Valley Men’s Shed (YVMS) to observe their 
operation, gain ideas which we could use in our new shed and generally interact with their members 
present. 
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Departing Colo Vale at (according to some members) ‘O Dark Hundred’ 12 of our members set off for 
the Yass Valley and arrived in Yass, after the obligatory comfort stop in Goulburn, at approximately 
0930 hrs. 
  
After being warmly greeted by their committee representatives, introductions between all members 
took place. Our members then spent the morning being shown around the Yass Shed facilities and 
community garden. 
  
YVMS Members provided detailed explanations of all aspects of their shed’s evolutionary development, 
including what had worked and what didn’t. These insights will prove invaluable as we, at Colo Vale, 
commence our planning and implementation journey. Some great ideas were noted and for those ‘with 
recall’ issues our erstwhile photographer Les Bell was observed taking plenty of shots. 
  
For the benefit of the CVMS crew it should be noted that the YVMS workshop area is the same size as 
the one planned (with DA Approval) for Colo Vale. It’s amazing what you can pack into a 7m x 13m area 
even allowing for the standard workspace requirements around various machines. 
  
The visit concluded with a magnificent BBQ cooked up by Richard alias (R2).  Sausages in a wrap 
with green stuff, BBQ melon and pineapple. Suffice to say nobody went hungry, and we’re more than 
happy to have Richard cook up a storm in Colo Vale at any time. 
  
All in all, it was an invaluable visit in which new friendships and alliances were forged that I am sure 
will stand the test of time, and for the benefit of all members it has been decided that we will be 
exchanging Newsletters from now on. " 

 
 
Thursday 24 November - Seminar on Scam Emails and Computer Security 
 
Marcia and David Osbourne from YassIT were on hand from 7pm in the Yass Valley 
Community Centre to present an hour+ of up to date news and advice on how to 
keep our emails and computers safe.  This was a most worthwhile event, and 
provided a lot of information on how to protect our online privacy, security and 
maintain peace of mind.   
 
A crowd of 31 attended the Seminar which, from the perspective of a person who 
is a dinosaur when it comes to things IT, very successfully achieved its purpose.  
 

 
Part of the crowd at the Seminar on Scam emails and computer security 

Info was exchanged and reasons for care and 
watchfulness underlined and explained. 
 
 If you want to know more about YassIT or 
access their services, have a look at their 
website: http://yassit.com.au/index.html  
 
 The Yass Freemasons had agreed to provide 
their terrific BBQ service on the evening of the 
Seminar.  Unfortunately, we did not get 
enough bookings to make that effort viable.  I 
apologise to the Yass Freemasons for having 
to cancel our booking.  I hope they did not 
miss an alternate booking because of us. 

 

As a token of our appreciation for the efforts of Marcia and David, after the event we presented Marcia with one of 
our Shedde Shoppe turned wood Tulips as well as a formal YVMS Certificate of Appreciation. 
 
 
 

http://yassit.com.au/index.html
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YVMS scores a terrific donated ride-on mower that will do the job! 
 
Mark Lachlan at the Yass Outdoor Power Centre (YOPC) 
has donated a traded MTD Yardman, 42inch cutting 
deck, side chute, 16HP ride-on mower to the Shed so we 
can keep on top of the grass which has gone mad in the 
grounds behind the Shed and the YVCC. 
 
As you know, Council loaned us a Ferrari mower some 
years ago, but it struggled to cope with vigorous or wet 
growth and the chute clogged regularly making the job 
take a lot longer.  Also it was a bit underpowered for our 
needs.  We have been grateful to have that Ferrari, and 
on behalf of the Shed members who have used the 
Ferrari to keep the place looking good, we sincerely 
thank Council for helping us with this "interim" solution.  
However, it was not really the mower for our specific 
need, and we have been on the look-out for a suitable 
replacement for some time. 

 
Bruce letting "Yardman" know who is Boss 

 
Roger giving the Ferrari a final run and check up to 
make sure it was in a fit state to return to Council 

The new mower (see the photo, above), is the same as the one 
Bruce Skillin uses and it is perfectly suited to our need - in fact in 
recent times, especially after the very wet winter and in early Spring 
when the grass started to grow really vigorously and the grounds were 
still wet, we had given up trying with the Ferrari and Bruce has been 
using his own machine to help us stay on top of the challenge that is 
the jungle at the back threatening to overpower us. 
 
Nic Carmody and new member Bob Whitman have also had a 
significant hand in this good outcome, intervening on the Shed's behalf 
with YOPC and making some kind of secret deal with YOPC concerning 
meeting the cost of servicing the mower before it was delivered.  On 
behalf of the Committee and members, I thank them all:-  Mark and 
the team at YOPC, Nic and Bob. 
 
As a gesture of our gratitude, a new YOPC sign (see picture, below) 
has been made and installed on the "Thank You" board at the front of 
the Shed and The Yass Outdoor Power Centre has been added to the  

listing of our much appreciated supporters on our Website and also in our Monthly newsletters from now on. 
 

 
 
If that is still not enough news about this really good fortune, here is an item that has appeared already in the Yass 
Trib:  http://www.yasstribune.com.au/story/4323256/the-sheds-newest-recruit/?cs=1050 
 
 

R2's   Ravishing Recipe of the Month 
 
Summer BBQ watermelon salad 
 
Now that the BBQ season is upon us, here is a slight addition to your normal barbecued burgers etc. Why don’t you 
BBQ some seasonal fruit and serve them as a salad on the side. 
 

http://www.yasstribune.com.au/story/4323256/the-sheds-newest-recruit/?cs=1050
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Ingredients: 
1 x ½ I watermelon 
1 can of sliced pineapple or fresh 
1 x mango 
1 x bag of rocket and spinach mix 
1 x small capsicum (red or yellow for contrast), Parsley, Mint, Feta cheese, Salt and Pepper, Lemon juice, Olive Oil 
Method: 
Cut Watermelon into blocks. 
 
Roughly chop the bag of rocket and spinach mixture, mint and parsley. Place in a large salad bowl and likely coat 
with olive oil (don’t make the salad mixture too wet). Add capsicum, other salad foods such as grated carrot, Spanish 
onion could also be added. 
 
Grate feta cheese into a bowl. 
Grill fruit on barbecue until char lines appear  
Plating: Place salad on plate, top with watermelon add other fruit on the side. 
Top the BBQ watermelon with feta cheese, add a good dusting of salt and pepper and a squeeze of lemon juice. 
 
Serve…………. Enjoy……. 

 

 R2 
 
Calendar of upcoming events at the Shed (or elsewhere) 
 
Tuesday 6 December - The Shed will operate as normal for the first couple of hours. 
 
Then, at around 11.30 we will have a visit from the Hon Katrina Hodgkinson for a short while to commission all of 
the new machines in the Metal Shop that were purchased with the 2015 $10,000 NSW Coalition Govt Grant and also 
to inspect the Disabled Access gardens we constructed from the same donation.  Dave Staines has negotiated with 
Tank who will supply an extended selection of cakes and pastries for the event (many thanks to Tank and Dave). 
 
Everyone is most welcome to attend this event - make sure you leave space for Tank's cakes and pastries! 
 
 
Wednesday 7 December -  First Wednesday Morning Tea – CANCELLED for this Month - we had it yesterday! 
 
 
Thursday 8 December - YVMS Christmas Party.  This year we have a deal with the Golf Club to provide a Buffet style 
"banquet". 
 
The event will be held on Thursday evening, 8 December starting at 6pm.  the Event will cost $25 per head.  
HOWEVER, The Shed will subsidise this cost to the extent of $10 per head meaning you will only need to find $15 per 
head.  We do need firm bookings and commitment from you (including money up front) otherwise we could end up 
booking for some members who then don't show up on the day and the Shed would still need to pay for those 
bookings.  RSVP me with your booking(s) and try to get your money in as soon as possible.  Family members, 
partners, etc all welcome.  you can pay in cash (in advance) or by EFT (also in advance) as follows: 
 

 BSB:   062-629 

 Account Name:  Yass Valley Men's Shed Inc 

 Account No:  10188428 

 Description:  Your Name (eg B Smith) xmas. 
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Tuesday 13 December - VALMAR Christmas BBQ.  As in previous years, this event will be held at noon at the 
Riverbank Park BBQs.  anyone who has been involved with the VALMAR Boys on as Tuesday morning throughout the 
year will be most welcome.  It is VALMAR"s way of saying Thank You to the Shed.  Let me know if you wish to come 
so I can advise VALMAR of likely numbers. 
 
 
Thursday 22 December - YVMS Kris Kringle.  This is an annual event at our Shed.  If you are happy with the Shed this 
year and would like to give it a Chrissy Present, go along to your favourite Shop and purchase something up to the 
value of $10 to bring to the Shed on our last Tuesday for the Year. Get something you think is missing or just bring 
something to help the Shed provide the things you might need in the future eg:  top up supplies of goodies or stocks 
in the kitchen (coffee, sugar, tea, biscuits, 2kg of Truffles or Caviar, a missing but necessary kitchen or Common 
Room implement etc) or small items for the workshop (screws, sandpapers, blades, drill bits, glues, metho, turps, 
CRC, a roll of sash cord (the one we had seems to have gone missing) etc etc etc).  You don't even need to wrap it - 
just place your gift in a box we will have on display in the Common Room.  There will be a low key party as well on 
the day. 
 
 
Christmas - New Year Shed closing -   The Shed will be open for the final time in 2016 on Thursday 22 December 
and will open again on Thursday 5 January 2017. 
 
 

General info and other stuff 
 

Membership News  
 
Our membership has continued to improve now getting up to the dizzying heights of 101 financial members with the 
addition in November of new members, Rob Connell, David Campbell and Bob Whitmore.  A BIG welcome to all!!  
Next time you are at the Shed, look out for these new members and make them very welcome! 
 

 
Hero of the Month.  This month it is Clarrie Schlunke 
 
Clarrie has been a strong supporter of our Men’s Shed since its inception, he joined on 
21st June 2008 being the eighth member to sign up (ie his membership number is 008).  
 
Clarrie has assisted in many activities and has been most active where his big interests 
and talents lie, that is his woodworking and the workshop in general. 
 
Some of his valuable inputs into our workshop equipment include :- 

  The making up of 2 Push blocks for use with our new Jointer/thicknesser, 

these have also been very useful in conjunction with the router and table saws. 

 Manufacturing of a sharpening jig for sharpening wood turning tools.  This was 

made as a copy of a commercially produced jig, it has been invaluable.  It has 

had lots and lots of use. 

 Fabricating a circle cutting jig for use with the band saw.  Anyone who has used 

or seen this jig in action will appreciate its value. 

 The kind donation of missing and upgrading accessories for the Record wood 

lathe. 

 The tidying up of wood lathe accessories. 

 Most recently the setting up of feather boards on the router, band and bench 

saws, a project nearing completion and soon to be demonstrated. 
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Clarrie has had more available time over the last couple of years and has assisted in 
many projects, given valuable input and assisted members from his knowledge which 
he has gained from his many years of experience. 
 
Time has also allowed Clarrie to mentor several members on wood turning, he has 
been able to give his undivided attention to this craft as required and cannot be 
thanked enough by those who have benefitted. 
 
Last year we saw our way clear to purchase a variety of quality wood turning gouges. 
Clarrie’s idea was to purchase these tools unhandled so as to give his students some 
useful experience by making our own handles.  This project turned out to be something 
that both Clarrie and his students are justly proud of.                        -  Roger Holgate 
 
Here is a separate vote of thanks from one of those "students" of Clarrie's: 
 
Hi Wayne 
 
As you are aware I have been making some bobbins for a spinning wheel. The lady who 
asked for them had her 100 year old spinning wheel at the Memorial Hall on Saturday 
as part of Classic Yass. It was great to see how the bobbins work. 
 
Quite a few of our members have patted me on the back for the effort that I put into 
making them. However I would like to nominate Clarrie Schlunke as the real hero as if it 
hadn’t been for his patience with Tony and myself I would not have been able to 
produce what I have.  
 
Regards 
Alf 
 

 

 
 

  Scuttlebut  
 

 
Very Serious and most important Scuttlebut item for December  
 

 

 
Ron & Robyn 1/12/1956 
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No need for me to say anything more than hearty and sincere congratulations, from all Shed Members, Ron and 

Robyn, on your 60th Wedding Anniversary on 1 December - TODAY!!!! 

 
Chaps, If you want to be a bit pro-active, ring Ron and/or Robyn on 6226 2927 or Email them:  ron.mcm@hotmail.com  
 
Scuttlebut 2 
 

After the very good success of the Shedde Shoppe showing 
at the Classic Yass event, earlier in the month, the movers 
and shakers of that effort, Allan Carey, Roger Holgate, 
Peter Roberts and Clarrie Schlunke (alphabetical order to avoid 

hints of bias!), decided to go around again, this time at the 
Rotary Markets held on Saturday 19 November. 
 

Again, the outcomes were very good, so those energetic 
members (Clarrie Schlunke, Peter Roberts, Roger Holgate 
and Allan Carey (reverse alphabetical order!) have decided to 
do it again over the remaining Rotary Markets days for this 
year. 
 

 
Peter (obscured), Roger and Clarrie feigning relaxation in the face 
of overwhelming Christmas shopping mayhem and madness! 

Perhaps, if a post event review of the returns valued against the effort are positive, I can see the occasional Rotary 
Markets outings continuing in 2017.  It will certainly deplete the Shedde Shoppe holdings and provide incentive for 
more output to be produced with that end in mind. 
 

Well done those men! 
 
Scuttlebut 3 
 

Members will be thrilled to hear that our long and winding road to a new banking experience on behalf of the Shed 
has finally been reached.  We applied to the Commonwealth Bank back at the end of September to move our 4 
accounts (General/Cheque), Cash Card, Insurance and Exercise Group) from the Bendigo Bank in Boorowa back to 
Yass.  The logistics of the Boorowa adventure did not really work out so well for us - and certainly were a bit of an 
unnecessary imposition on several of our recent and long suffering Treasurers (Reg Moebus, Rob Cameron, Ruben 
Larzabal and Ron McMullen) - who all deserve your gratitude and plaudits! 
 

We are now fully functional with CommBank and we expect everything to now run well and happily for the Shed and 
its new (and long suffering Treasurer - Sam Noor). 
 

If you feel the urge or need to make any payments to the Shed electronically (donations, membership renewals etc), 
the new details are: 
 

 BSB:   062-629 

 Account Name:  Yass Valley Men's Shed Inc 

 Account No:  10188428 

 don't forget to include the reason for the payment! 
 
Challenge yourself!  Transfer some money today - for no good reason!  You will feel great that you have mastered 
the intricacies of online banking and you will also have helped the Shed.  Win/win! 
 
Scuttlebut 4 
 
The "projects" entries on the white-board on the wall beside the sign-in book has a listing of all current projects we 
have on our list.  Of course if no-one takes them up, then we simply contact the "owner" and advise them.  We are 
NOT a Job Centre. 
 
Have a look and see if any of these projects appeal to your need for something to do! 
 

../../../AppData/Roaming/Microsoft/Word/ron.mcm@hotmail.com
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Scuttlebut 5 
 

"Buckingham Palace to undergo $620m 

reno rumble 

Urgent renovations will soon be underway at 

Buckingham Palace in London after experts 

warned of a serious fire risk unless ageing 

infrastructure was replaced."   
ABC News Website 19/11/16 

 
Do you think we should put our hand up to 
make a New "Old Buck House" sign to go over 

their front gate like we did for 

?    

I am sure we could keep the cost down to a reasonable level for them! 
 
Scuttlebut 6 
 

Roger has mentioned that there are almost no truck guards left from the recent delivery from Wagga.  BUT, we do 
have  a supply / abundance of shade cloth for sale in various colours and sizes.  Make us an offer.  Tell your friends. 
 

Birthdays around this time  
 

NOVEMBER 
5/11:  Grant Johnston 
10/11:  Adrian Lynch 
13/11:  Len McGuigan 
15/11:  Chris McHarg 
17/11:  David Nash 
20/11:  James Mather 
24/11:  Peter Hercelinskyj, Al Coney 
25/11:  Geoff Kell 

 DECEMBER 
3/12:  Blake Reid 
4/12:  Anthony Lee 
6/12:  Andrew Douglas 
15/12:  Andrew Todd 
17/12:  Duncan McGregor, Ian McLean 
18/12:  Bob Frank, Don McCann 
19/12:  Ray Hill 
20/12:  Brian Carruthers 
27/12:  Russell Hill, David Baxter 
29/12:  Harold O'Brien, Mark Garland 
30/12:  Paul Heath 
 

Happy Birthdays, Chaps!!!  (don’t forget, significant others are real people too – we are happy to wish them “happy birthday” if 
you give me the details). 
 

English - not for the faint hearted.  (I think anyone coming to Australia on a leaky boat should be heartily welcomed simply 

because they are brave enough and prepared to try learning English).   
 
There is no egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger. Let’s face it – English is a crazy language – with plenty of leeway 
for laughs, especially when George Carlin has his way with it! 

••• 
We’ll begin with a box, and the plural is boxes, 
But the plural of ox becomes oxen, not oxes.? 
One fowl is a goose, but two are called geese,? 
Yet the plural of moose should never be meese.? 
You may find a lone mouse or a nest full of mice,? 
Yet the plural of house is houses, not hice. 
If the plural of man is always called men,? 
Why shouldn’t the plural of pan be called pen?? 
If I speak of my foot and show you my feet,? 
And I give you a boot, would a pair be called beet?? 
 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-19/buckingham-palace-to-undergo-major-facelift/8039556
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2016-11-19/buckingham-palace-to-undergo-major-facelift/8039556
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If one is a tooth and a whole set are teeth,? 
Why shouldn’t the plural of booth be called beeth? 
Then one may be that, and three would be those,? 
Yet hat in the plural would never be hose,? 
And the plural of cat is cats, not cose.? 
We speak of a brother and also of brethren,? 
But though we say mother, we never say methren.? 
Then the masculine pronouns are he, his and him,? 
But imagine the feminine: she, shis and shim! 
If a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat? 
In what other language do people recite at a play and play at a recital? 
We ship by truck but send cargo by ship…? 
We have noses that run and feet that smell.? 
We park in a driveway and drive in a parkway.? 
And how can a slim chance and a fat chance be the same,? 
While a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? 
Well, if crime fighters fight crime and fire fighters fight fire, what do freedom fighters fight? 
In which your house can burn up as it burns down,? 
In which you fill in a form by filling it out,? 
And in which an alarm goes off by going on. 
 
 

Shed Opening Times 
 

The Shed's last day for 2016 will be Thursday 22 December - we will have a bit of a low 
key party and Secret Santa gifts for the Shed will be unveiled. 

The Shed will reopen on Thursday 5 January 2017 for another year of fun, laughter, 
challenges, conversation, coffee and cake! 

 
Otherwise our normal opening times apply:  
 

 Tuesdays:  9am to noon.  On Tuesdays we have the VALMAR contingent attend and they enjoy the mentoring 
that Shed members are able to give – especially help with their projects. There is always something warm to eat 
on Tuesday mornings, too. 

 Thursdays:  2pm to 4.30pm – normal activity (ie anything anyone wants to do – workshop, coffee and chat, 
garden, joke telling, etc etc) 

 Saturdays:  1pm to 4.30pm. – activity same as Thursdays  

 First Wednesday of each month:  10am to 11.30am, we have “First Wednesday Morning Tea” which is a time at 
the Shed for simply social-only time.  No workshop activity or noise to interrupt the chat.  This is a very good 
time to meet like minded members and to find those with whom you might have a lot in common.  Tank of 
Tank’s Bakery fame (also a member) provides cakes and pastries, gratis, for this event. 

 Second Saturday of each month we have a BBQ starting at noon at which our tame in-house 3 Star chef, Richard 
(R2) Rowan does the cheffing honours. 

 Last Saturday of the Month (generally around 2pm) – an informal Info Exchange that allows members to interact 
with the Committee and vice versa – discussing issues and keeping everyone up to date. 

 
 

Reward Points at Home Hardware 
 
You can help us a lot by giving the Shed your points when you make a purchase at Home Hardware.  Just ask the 
cashier to “allocate the loyalty points to the Yass Valley Men’s Shed”.  A number of members have made this a 
regular practice and we have benefited to the extent that we can use the funds to replenish consumables (glues, 
screws, sand papers etc etc from time to time).  Think about it and help us out – please.  It IS worth it.   
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Tuesday Exercise Classes  
               

 

2-3pm on Tuesdays  
 
The classes are not onerous or difficult.  They are 
designed to improve core strength and balance 
and the cost is $5 per session. 
 
These classes are not just for Shed members or 
just for men.  

 

 At present we probably have a 50/50 representation of both men and women come to the classes.  Tell and invite 
your friends – they will all be made welcome! 
 

See you in The David Hale Room in the Yass Valley Community Centre 
 

The contributions made by members of the Exercise group each week ($5 per person per session) are being saved 
in the YVMS Good Deeds Fund for use when we would like to help out either in the Shed or in the Community.   
 
 
The Yass Valley Men’s Shed is very grateful for the generous support of the following entities  (in alphabetical order): 

 

BarkerHarle (Consulting Engineers), Bunnings (Belconnen), Goodradigbee Bookkeeping, Home Hardware (Yass), 
IGA (Yass), KidsBlitz, the Lansdowne Foundation, NSW Coalition Government, NSW Local Member Minister Katrina 
Hodgkinson, Southern Cable Services, Steve Bugden Plumbing, Touie Smith Jnr, Yass & District Printing, Yass Fire 
Brigade, YassFM, Yass Freemasons, Yass Lions Club, Yass Outdoor Power Centre, Yass Rotary Club, Yass Valley 
Council, Yass Valley First Aid Training, Yass Valley Physiotherapy, The Yass Tribune, Woolworths (Yass).  
 

Please let me know if you think the list is missing an important sponsor/supporter. 
 

For information on Shed Opening Times, regular events and contacts:  please click on this link 
http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/   

 

Download a Membership Form if you know someone who would like to join our Shed.   
Click on this link http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf  

and print the form for them. 
 

If you want to see previous editions of the Messenger, you can find them all on the YVMS Website at this address 
(just click on it): http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive - go back and dig up some YVMS archaeology. 

 
 
 

Wayne Stuart    0419 292 022 

 

http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/
http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf
http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive

