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$10,000 Grant from the NSW Coalition Government 
 
We have recently received formal notice of availability and a request to claim (by lodging an Invoice) the latest, and 
unfortunately, the last of Dara Madden’s gifts to the Shed in the form of his last effort to obtain a significant Grant 
for worthwhile things to do at the Shed.  Needless to say, said Invoice has been supplied! 
 
This Grant ($10,000) will help us purchase two distinct categories of asset for the Shed and the Yass Valley 
Community: 
 

1. $7,000 for a new and improved metal lathe for the metal workshop + related equipment to make that 
purchase workable and effective – Anthony Lee has agreed to investigate options, prices and best value to 
maximise the benefit of that purchase – many thanks, Anthony; and 



2. $3,000 for the materials and construction of several above ground wicking gardens to be especially designed 
for use by disabled people in the Yass Community.  The project will include the installation of suitable access 
paths so that people in wheelchairs or other mobility assistance devices and access the gardens and we also 
intend (if funds are sufficient) to build/install a greenhouse on the concrete pad on the back (north facing) 
wall of the Shed recently vacated by removing the timber racks for installation in the storage Container. 

 
More info will be provided on both of these projects as we get them organised and underway. 
 
 

Comments from the [Editor’s] Cave 
 
Well, chaps, a period in the life of the Shed is about to change and to be renewed. 
 
You are finally going to see some new life and blood in the Secretarial area of the Shed.  This can only be a good 
thing – organisations that hang on to “the old ways” for too long tend to start to wither, lose their way and decline. 
 
With a new team to be elected at the AGM next Saturday, 9 May, you have the chance to make sure that will not 
happen to us. 
 
As retiring inaugural Secretary and having been in the seat for the last 7 years, I would like to say a few final things 
from that perspective: 
 
I have served on the Shed Committee with a number of amazing and creative people – all of whom have contributed 
to the great success you see and we enjoy today.   
 
We have had 4 Presidents:   
 
1. Paul Haslam who led us from obscurity and no facilities whatsoever, through two years of establishment, 

development of our unique approach (the highlight of which in my mind is his emphasis on the philosophy that 
the Shed should “evolve” to meet the members needs.  So there has been no attempt to “predict” or “second 
guess” what members want – rather, a concentration on responding to good ideas and implementing actual not 
anticipated needs.  This philosophy persists today and is reflected in our current motto “Minimal Bureaucracy, 
Maximum Fun” and sees its expression in: no 5 or 10 year plans; no formal budget; the absolute minimum of 
formal meetings and the reaction to needs and developments as they are identified.  Paul also promoted the 
Shed very actively by appearing on YassFM regularly, talking to Council about its support etc.  He also invited the 
Yass Friendship Group in and we have enjoyed their visits ever since.  At the end of Paul’s presidency, we had 
members fluctuating in the mid 30s to the mid 40s; 

 
2. John Woodin who took us firmly into serious community engagement (car boot sales, community Seminars, 

more focused engagement with the Yass Friendship Group and VALMAR and generally consolidated the effective 
management and viability of the Shed.  Under John’s leadership, membership grew into the low 60s.  It was also 
during this time that we started to win grants from a range of donors and organisations; 

 
3. Len McGuigan brought a new dimension to the Shed’s viability in Yass.  Len was born here and, notwithstanding 

that they were terrific leaders in the “establishment” phase, both Paul and John were (in Yass terms) “blow-ins”.  
Paul lived in Binalong – so was only marginally a “local” and John had only been in the town for a relatively short 
while.  Len brought the “light bulb” moment that convinced other “locals” that this was an organisation for them 
to join.  Perhaps one of Len’s significant initiatives was to invent the phrase “The Shed is NOT a job centre” which 
seems to have resonated and convinced men who thought they would simply be leaving home where they had 
lots of jobs to do to then come to the Shed where they would be asked to do more of the same – not so.  While 
Len was President, our membership grew to over 100.  Len also provided good hands-on leadership in many of 
the activities we undertook and was always willing to spruik the Shed to anyone who would listen; 

 
4. Dave Staines has been President for one year and is up for re-election at the AGM next Saturday.  During most 

of his first year, Dave had a full time job in Canberra which limited his ability to put full effort and time in at and 
for the Shed – but that has changed in recent times.  Notwithstanding that distraction, he still managed to find 



and set up the brother shed relationship with the Okanagan Men’s Sheds in BC Canada.  He is hoping this 
overseas connection can be continued and enhanced over time.  His focus is on further enhancing community 
engagement and looking to secure more creative means of funding the activities of the Shed.  Membership 
seems to have plateau-ed around the 100 mark and currently stands at 104. 

 
I don’t want this to go on forever, so I will keep the rest of this short. 
 
The list of Committee members over my seven years also includes (in calendar order): 
 

 Vice Presidents:  Wayne Stuart, Duncan McGregor, Ray Hill, Ron Doyle, David Staines and Richard Rowan; 

 Treasurers:  Reg Moebus and Rob Cameron who have looked after the finances, provided sound and timely 
advice and who have stopped us going broke;  

 Dara Madden, our amazing Grants Coordinator who single handedly obtained for us well over $30,000 in 
grants from the NSW Government, one of the Murdoch family foundations, the Yass Valley Council and 
others.  Dave White has now stepped into that breach;  

 Roger Holgate who has managed and developed the workshop and instituted training and safety 
arrangements that brought us to the very brink of winning a NSW workplace safety award last year;  

 Committee members:  David Hale, Allan McGrath, John d’Arx, Dennis Wicklander, Chris Brown and Joe 
Morrissey (plus all those in the various lists above). 

 
So, as you can see, I have been surrounded by a bevy of both very attractive, committed and talented people during 
my 7 years.  If you think I have done well, I can assure you that I am simply basking in the reflected glory of the 
efforts they have made and that they have made me look much better than I actually am. 
 
I thank all of them and you for giving me the honour to be Secretary for so long and I wish the Shed well for the long 
future.  I will certainly remain engaged and will continue to attend regularly and will not be very far away at any 
time.  My role as Messenger Editor and manger of the Shed Website will continue – you can’t get rid of me 
completely or that easily! 
 
ws. 
 
 

Calendar of upcoming events and plans at the Shed (or elsewhere) 
 

 Upcoming events  
 
 Wednesday 6 May – First Wednesday Morning Tea – 10 to 11.30am.  Len and Phil 

please take note. 
 
 Saturday 9 May at 1.30pm – Membership meeting (to elect new Committee) and AGM.  More 

below 
 
 

Shed AGM Saturday 9 May starting at 1.30pm (preceded by a top drawer lunch starting at 

12.30pm – bookings necessary) 
 
The Agenda for the meetings is as follows: 

 
MEETING OF THE YASS VALLEY MEN’S SHED MEMBERSHIP  

 

The Meeting is called for the sole purpose of electing a new Committee for the next 12 months.   
 
OPENING AND WELCOME by the President and Chairman (David Staines) 
PRESENT  



APOLOGIES   
PROXIES RECEIVED 
 
At this point the Chairman hands the meeting over to the Returning Officer  (Allan McGrath) to conduct the 
election of the YVMS Committee for the next 12 Months 
 
The Returning Officer hands over the meeting to the Public Officer (Brian Millett) to conduct the AGM 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD AT 1.40pm on Saturday 9 May 2015  

 
PRESENT 
APOLOGIES 
PROXIES RECEIVED 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS AGM HELD ON  26th  April 2014 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES 
COMMITTEE’S REPORT 
TREASURER’S REPORT  

CONFIRMATION OF NEXT YEAR’S COMMITTEE   
BANK SIGNATURE APPROVAL(S) 
PAYMENT APPROVAL (to NSW Dept. of Fair Trading)   
PUBLIC OFFICER APPOINTMENT/re-confirmation 
AUDITOR APPOINTMENT 
OTHER BUSINESS  Any items of “other business” must be  notified by members in advance – notice is needed at least 

7 days before the meeting. Agenda items cannot be added on the day.  There are none so far. 

 
At this point the Public Officer hands the meeting over to the newly elected President to continue/conclude the 

Membership meeting. 

 

Other Business.   

 Shed tasks and requests for projects to be done by members of the community – organisation, 

communication and management:  Len McGuigan 

 

CONCLUSION OF MEETING 

 

Election of the new Committee 

 

Rob Cameron and Wayne Stuart are both retiring from the Committee this year. 
 
All positions are filled for one year and elected at the AGM each year.   
 
It is very pleasing to report that we have nominations for 6 of the 7 vacancies on the Committee.  The nominees are 
as follows 
 

Position and nominee 
 

1. President – Dave Staines (Chairman, main contact point and PR person , strategy, seminars and  

2. Vice President – Richard Rowan (assist President with all duties, Certificates and letters of appreciation, 
organiser of events) 

3. Treasurer – Ruben Larzabal (finance, banking and grants management) 

4. Meetings and correspondence Secretary – No nominee so far!! – help us out here, chaps! It’s not that hard! 

5. Membership Secretary – Reg Moebus (Membership applications, Register, renewals etc) 

6. Policies and Procedures Secretary – Joe Morrissey (develop, review and maintain all Shed policies and 
procedures) 

7. Shed IT Manager – Chris Brown (manage Shed IT activity and installations, conduct Shed and community IT 
training) 



 
This is a great result (other than in respect of the Meetings and Correspondence Secretary position) and means the 
Shed will continue to improve and function with a vigorous leadership.  If anyone else would like to nominate for any 
of the vacancies, please do not hesitate – we love an election! 
 
BY THE WAY 
 
We are now taking membership renewal payments for 2015/16.  Get in now and pay your dues ($25) – beat the 
rush as the end of the Financial Year approaches!  See any Committee member and he will be pleased to help you 
out!  At the moment it is a trickle – let’s make it a flood. 
 
 

 Shed training and demonstration opportunities 
 

The following opportunities are available for interested members.  The following Members have offered to run 
courses (some have already started).  If you are interested, it is up to you to contact the “teacher/presenter” and 
make your own mutually acceptable arrangements. If you need contact details for any of these generous members, 
let me know and I will put you in touch: 

 
 Ruben Larzabal – lead light (aka stained glass) (Thursday afternoons, already underway); 
 
 Jack Child – wine making (this has moved from Ruben’s place to the Shed).   A small group of members has 

attended at Ruben’s vineyard to cover the crop, then harvest it.  They have crushed the grapes and are currently 
involved in the intermediate stages leading up to bottling in the not too distant future –– join them if you would 
like to become engaged; 

 
 Richard Rowan (R2) – cooking for pleasure or to stay alive (more below);   
 
 Anthony Lee is a highly qualified welder and metal worker.  He has agreed to take on responsibility for the Metal 

Shop and will be available to instruct on a wide range of metal working activity; 
 
 Roger Holgate can show you a wide range of woodworking skills (wood turning, tricks on how to fix broken 

furniture, how to solve tricky problems by modifying or enhancing the item that is giving you grief etc.  Roger is 
also available to demonstrate and instruct on basic welding skills.  He is also very conscious of safety – so you will 
get not only some new skills, but will be taught the very best safety as well; 
 

 Roger Holgate and Tom van Leeuwen are interested (if you are) in organising a beer brewing group.  If this 
appeals contact one of them; 
 

 Joe Morrissey and Graeme Fountain are keen bee keepers and honey producers.  They are happy to discuss, 
show and help anyone also interested in pursuing this very rewarding hobby; 
 

 Chris and Joey Brown are currently developing and establishing a Shed and Community Computer installation 
with grant funds provided by Bendigo Bank at Boorowa.  Chris and Joey are developing a familiarisation and user 
training program for community members to learn and/or improve their computer skills (one on one – no other 
“students” to distract the teacher).  This program will operate in the special room reserved for us by Council in 
the YVCC on Saturdays between 2 and 4pm – but only by appointment.  Each lesson will cost the student $2 for a 
half hour.  If you (or someone you know) would like to take advantage of this training let me know and I will put 
you in touch with Chris or Joey.  Watch this space for more info. 

 
 Yass Photography Club/a note from Alex Tewes.  “The Yass Photography Club meets at the Yass Valley 

Community Centre [next to the Men's Shed] on the first Thursday of every month (except January) at 7.30pm. At 
this stage there is no cost to join. Monthly meetings usually last two hours. We try to have a presentation or 
lesson first, then we share some of the photos we all have taken over the past month. During the second hour 
we usually have a workshop or activity, say a portrait session, product photography, night photography, or 
whatever. We are still working out the program for this year ...  We have also in the past had excursions on a 



monthly basis. These have included a visit to the Crisp Gallery gardens, a Noir Photography street walk, a visit to 
the botanical gardens, etc. I am keen to get these restarted for this year.”  Let Alex know if you have any 
questions, and he looks forward to seeing you at the next meeting! 
 

 Al Phemister is a successful metal sculptor who has work in a number of overseas countries in Europe, Asia and 
the North Americas as well as widely distributed across Australia.  Al will be pleased to show anyone interested 
how to start and progress.  He is also a wiz on the metal bending equipment we have in the front room at the 
Shed (if you want to see what these machines can do, take the scenic route along the back of the Community 
Centre and have a look at the security gate made by Shed members using that equipment). 
 

 Joe Morrissey is developing a range of Shed seminars, social activities and outings for the remainder of 2015.  
Stand by for more on this shortly. 
 

 Wayne Stuart can (only just) play guitar.  If anyone would like to be a Rock Star before it is too late, Wayne can 
get you started with basic chords, basic strumming and finger picking and he also has a song book from which 
you might like to choose some easy pieces to get you started. 

 

If any members would like to volunteer to show off and share their special talents for the benefit of 
others – let me know and I will add you to this list of good things to learn how to do.   
 
 

Housekeeping imperatives 
 
Keeping the Shed respectable and a healthy place to be is very important.  We need ALL members to take a bit more 
care and to clean up after themselves. 
 
We also need for some members to occasionally pick up a broom, a turks head or some other implement and do 
some modest tidying up.  If everyone does a little it will save one person from having to do the lot. 
 
We recently had some visitors and when we went to the cupboard to get a serving tray, we found the cupboard full 
of mice poo and it was on the plates as well.  Not a good look and certainly not good PR for the Shed. 
 
On another occasion, recently, the Tuesday morning crowd left the kitchen in an absolute mess.  The milk was left 
out of the fridge, biscuit and cake leftovers and crumbs were all over the benches, no washing up had been done and 
the floor was a sty.  Len McGuigan spent more than an hour cleaning up during the afternoon when he should have 
been at exercise class.  He had not been at the Shed to contribute to any of that mess. 
 
We must do better! 
 

 

Accordingly, Len McGuigan, in an attempt to help, has offered to conduct training courses 
for interested members.  Skills you will learn are: 

 How to recognise when things need doing and how to get on with it; 

 Sweeping for dumbos;  

 cleaning benches is a very manly thing to do; 

 washing up can be uplifting; 

 cowbeb identification and removal (after one lesson, you can stop the 
testosterone injections); 

 identifying, removing and preventing mice infestations – even recognising a dead 
mouse lying around and what to do with it – you will be a hero with the girls after 
you learn this skill – I guarantee it! 

 
Seriously, though, this is important.  We do need to look after the place for the enjoyment, benefit and health of all. 
 

  



Recent activities, announcements, achievements and celebrations etc 
 

ANZAC Day 2015 
 
 

 
 

 

It being the 100th anniversary of the 
Gallipoli invasion and defeat, there has 
been more than usual activity at the Shed 
this year to reflect an appropriate level of 
commemoration. 
 
Ruben Larzabal has painted the iconic 
Poppy and donated the painting to the Shed 
so that the Shed could donate it to the RSL. 
 
The Shed Wreath was made in house and 
was placed at the Cenotaph at the 11am 
Remembrance on ANZAC Day by Dave 
Staines and Richard Rowan. 
 
Secure bases for four display cases being 
used to display WWI memorabilia at the 
Memorial Hall were also made  
 and finished at the Shed.        

 
Dave and Richard doing the honours on behalf of the 

Shed 

 

 
 

 

 

Good Deeds Fund very well used 
 
Members will recall that the Tuesday afternoon exercise group pays 
$5 each to attend the classes.   
 
The proceeds of those exercise contributions are paid into a 
 separate bank account and are used from time to time for “good 
deeds” agreed by the Exercise Group. 
 
The balance in recent times has reached some $1200. 
 
The Exercise Group has decided to make a $1,000 donation to the 
disaster appeal following the cyclone damage in Vanuatu and that 
donation has been paid from the Good Deeds Fund. 
 
On behalf of the Committee and Shed members, we congratulate 
and admire the Tuesday Exercise Group for their generosity for their 
excellent idea and use of those funds. 
 
It is good to see help from the Shed’s related friends going to 
communities where the need is so great. 

 

 



Thank you letter from Katrina 
 
Our Honorary “Bloke” the Hon Katrina Hodgkinson has sent a very warm letter of thanks to David Staines and 
through him to Shed members who have mourned her loss to Cootamundra and who have thanked her for her very 
positive friendship and support of the Shed over its now 7 years of life.  Here is Katrina’s letter: 
 

 
 



Shed “recognised” again 
 
At their “Million Dollar Dinner” on Tuesday 31 March. The 
Rotary Club of Yass presented a Paul Harris Fellowship to the 
Shed, via its Secretary, Wayne Stuart. 
 
This is a great honour and is not often awarded to people who 
are not Rotary Members. 
 
A Paul Harris Fellowship is described as follows: 
 
“The presentation of Paul Harris Fellow recognition is The 

Rotary Foundation’s way of expressing its appreciation for a 
substantial contribution to its humanitarian and educational 
programs. It is named for our founder, Paul Harris, a Chicago 
lawyer who started Rotary International with three business 
associates in 1905.” 

 

 
The citation in the award reads:  “In appreciation of tangible and significant assistance given for the furtherance of 
better understanding and friendly relations among peoples of the world.” 
 
This is a great honour for the Shed and for me.  Without the Shed, I would not have had this opportunity.  You have 
made this possible – so well done, all of you! 
 

Roger cleans up at the Yass Show 
 

 

Our highly esteemed and supremely talented Workshop Manager 
recently entered two of his workshop efforts in the Yass Show for 
judging in the “Wood Turning” classification. 
 
Rog has brought home the bacon and I expect to see another 100 new 
member signups any minute now so they can sit at his feet and learn 
the good things he has to impart. 
 
Roger won First Prize for his Gavel and Block and Second Prize for his 
Posy of Tulips.  He has walked away with the princely sums of $3.00 
first prize and $1.50 for Second (you can see the prize money between 
the winning entries in the photo).   
 

Roger tells me he will be shouting the Bar at the Aussie Pub until the money runs out.  I think The Yass Show Society 
is going to need to increase gate prices next year or find some prize donors! 
 

Jerrawa Show Gates – Easter Monday 
 

For the fourth year in succession, the Yass Men’s Shed has 
done “gate duty” from 8am to 2pm at the Jerrawa Easter 
Monday Show (the only Show allowed in NSW to compete with 
the Royal Easter Show in Sydney). 
 
There is nothing quite like a day at the Show with passenger 
and freight trains rumbling past (some of them acknowledging 
us with a blast on the horn), not to mention more than half the 
total value of all Yass Mortgages being driven in and out of the 
gates in the guise of very expensive horse floats and their 
prime movers.   

 
Jerrawa Show Day competition:  Which one of these blokes is 
holding his end up and which one is holding the fence up? 

 



There is also a lot of very expensive and attractive horse flesh on display as well (if you like that kind of thing). 
 
This is a nice little earner for the Shed, this year bringing the promise of  $200 into the Shed coffers.  
 
Long may this event continue and the fun it brings. 
 

Storage Container project moving along 
 
Isn’t it great when a plan comes together? 
 
The old metal timber storage rack that has lurked on the 
back wall of the Shed storing (but not protecting) a lot of 
our timber for some 6 years has finally been removed 
and is now in the process of being modified for 
installation into the storage container. 
 
Here are two blokes hard at work cutting the rack in half, 
longitudinally.  Note the safety approach of the blokes in 
question. Both of them have their hearing protection in 
place (one bloke needs it and one bloke doesn’t!)  I think 
Richard was hitting the rack with a pry bar to make even 
more noise!) 
 
Having braced and cut the rack(s) – (if you look carefully, 
you can see Roger demonstrating how to escape from 
Alcatraz or Goulburn, should you need the skills – 
unfortunately most of us couldn’t fit in that small 
opening!), the two halves were then moved into the 
Container, attached to the wall and made ready for 
stacking with our quite significant stocks of timber.  
 
Many thanks to the men who helped manhandle the 
racks at the various stages.  It’s good to know that a 
Sheila’s Shed would never have been able to manage this 
job!!   (snigger, snigger!) 

 

 

 
Greatly improved timber storage now in place 

  

Projects on the boil or possibilities in 2015 
 

 Computer project for the Shed and the Yass Community (using the grant we received from Bendigo Bank in 
the latter part of last year).  Chris and Joey Brown have taken on this project and good progress is being 
made.  We hope to have parts of the project being implemented sequentially over the next month or so.  
Already a remote (cloud) address has been effected and much of the Shed’s electronic history and records 
deposited on/in? it.  We expect the system to up and operating in time for the new Committee to move into 
the 21st Century in its management task after the upcoming AGM. 
 



 Ray Armour has taken on the fixing and refurbishing of the old school desk that has been waiting for well 
over a year for someone to do it.  This will be a good thing to have back in the community (it seems that the 
Yass Museum might be interested) as a memory of school rooms past (I certainly spent many uncomfortable 
hours jammed into a desk very similar back many moons ago.  The upside was being able to put the ends of 
the plaits of the nasty girl sitting in front of me into the inkwell.) 
 

 After our hot water device in the kitchen blew up recently, Bob Nash has sourced an 80litre hot water 
service (another free donation from a generous benefactor in Canberra), Ken Reidy has done the plumbing 
and Bob has done the electrics.  If any of you blokes out there don’t get enough practice washing up at 
home, we can now fix that deficiency in your lives.  Many thanks to Bob and Ken – they are two of our 
unsung heroes! 

 

 Finalising the fitout and occupation/use of the new containers (finalising of the Metal shop is currently 
pretty far advanced, as is a similar process with the Wood store).  Anthony Lee is the Metal shop man and 
Roger Holgate is the current coordinator of the wood store project. 
 

 A possible new project in which we will try to engage the VALMAR Members on Tuesdays, is to start making 
some Technical Aid for the Disabled items that might be used in local nursing homes, hospitals and similar 
circumstances. We will need a member to take some ownership of this project by seeking out info from 
hospitals, nursing homes etc to see what they actually need.  Richard Maxwell has agreed to visit relevant 
care homes and hospitals to see if there is any interest and identify the needs – many thanks, Richard 
 

If anyone would like to help with any of these projects – ie please don’t leave it all to one person – please contact 
the coordinator for each project. 

 

Workshop and Garden Corner. 
   
Notes on Jointer /Thicknesser 

  
I recently went to move the dust hose attached to the jointer/thicknesser machine and found it to be extremely 
heavy, it was actually full of shavings, something like a couple of large shovels full. 
  
This has prompted me to bring to the attention of members some important points when using this machine and 
reminding them not to use unless accredited to do so.  
  
Some of the important points are ;- 
  
1.  If the machine needs to be moved at all   DO NOT ATTEMPT TO MOVE THE MACHINE BY HOLDING THE FEED IN 
OR FEED OUT TABLES.  These tables have fine and delicate adjustment and locking devices which can easily be 
damaged effecting the machines accuracy or operation.   I know that it is not as easy as just grabbing the tables,  but 
please use the body of the machine for any repositioning. 
  
2.   Carbatec now limit the maximum depth of cut to 2mm.   I suggest that we adhere to this and carefully check the 
thickness of your timber before initial set up of thicknesser mode.  Some pieces of timber can have high spots which 
can overload the machine during first cuts.   I have found that overloading, especially on hardwoods, has the 
potential to push the blades deeper into the rotor. 
  
3.   Make sure that any timber is thoroughly clean, no dirt, paint, nails etc.  I recommend to be extremely careful in 
using anything other than new timber.   Please remember that this is a precision machine, not a reclaimer of old 
timber. 
  
4.  This machine requires 1200 cubic feet per minute of air suction to keep it clear of shavings when doing any 
serious work.  The capacity of our Extractor is 1200 CFM so most times it will be necessary to make sure that all dust 
port are closed so that full flow is given to the Thicknesser. 
  
If anyone would like a "run through" on the machine please ask. 



 Happy thicknessing. 
  
Roger Holgate. 
 Workshop Manager. 
 
 

Out of the frying pan  
Don’t forget R2’s offer to teach anyone who is interested the joys and secrets of 
cooking for one or for more. 
 
R2 is a renowned man in the kitchen and there is little he doesn’t know about 
cooking. 
 
If you want to improve your life immeasurably, sign up for one of his courses.  You 
will not be disappointed – or ever have to go hungry again! 
 
The cost is $5 per person per lesson (to cover the cost of ingredients).  You then get 
to enjoy the results of your lesson by eating the output!  You can even ask Richard to 
show you “how do I cook....Spatchcock, steak tartare, rack of lamb, crumbed brains 
with baked beans, warm fish milkshakes........”  the sky is the limit. 
 

 
R2 wearing a mushroom on his 

head 

If you are interested, contact R2 direct:  Email: richard.rowan@ozemail.com.au  or telephone 6226 6839, phone or 
text to 0478 598 593. 
 

The importance of accuracy 
 
And now – the Joke of the week (this one appeared in Messenger No 6 back in 2010 – but it badly 
needs to be retold) 

The pastor asked if anyone in the congregation would like to express praise for 
answered prayers.   

Suzie Smith stood and walked to the podium.  She said, "I have a praise.  Two months 
ago, my husband, Tom, had a terrible bicycle wreck and his scrotum was completely 
crushed.  The pain was excruciating and the doctors didn't know if they could help 
him."  

You could hear a muffled gasp from the men in the congregation as they imagine the 
pain that poor Tom must have experienced.   

"Tom was unable to hold me or the children," she went on, "and every move caused him 
terrible pain.  We prayed as the doctors performed a delicate operation, and it turned 
out they were able to piece together the crushed remnants of Tom's scrotum, and wrap 
wire around it to hold it in place."  

Again, the men in the congregation cringed and squirmed uncomfortably as they 
imagined the horrible surgery performed on Tom.   

"Now," she announced in a quivering voice, thank the Lord, Tom is out of the hospital 
and the doctors say that with time, his scrotum should recover completely."   

All the men sighed with unified relief.  The pastor rose and tentatively asked if anyone 
else had something to say.    A man stood up and walked slowly to the podium.   

mailto:richard.rowan@ozemail.com.au


He said, "I'm Tom Smith."  The entire congregation held its breath.   

"I just want to tell my wife the word is sternum."         

 

Adverts, Updates and Reminders: 
 

Membership News 
 
Membership is now 104 financial members with the addition of our latest members, Jack Child, Andrew Douglas and 
Bruce Skillin, whose sequential YVMS membership numbers are 182, 183 and 184 respectively.  We have also had a 
former member return to our ranks – Geoff Atkinson who signed up back on 14 March 2008 actually walked back in 
the door on 14 March 2015.  Welcome, Jack, Andrew, Bruce and Geoff – we hope we will see lots of you at the Shed 
from now on. 
 
Ruben Larzabal has recently returned home from hospital having had a knee replacement during which time, 
someone showed him the menu and he ordered lots of other procedures as well.  Welcome home, Ruben and we 
hope to see you back at the Shed very soon. 
 
Bob Nash is also under the pump a bit at the moment and is having tests and checkups on a regular basis, although 
so far the prospects look good – hang in there Bob! 
 
Ron McMullen, whose own knee replacement recovery has been less than what he would like to think is ideal, is 
now progressing very well.  He is now getting very good physio from our own highly esteemed, tame physio, 
benefactor and supporter, Mark “Bucket” Ritchard.  If anyone else thinks their recovery is less than ideal, think about 
contacting Bucket – he will more than likely have an answer for what ails you. 
 
 

Shed taxi service – waiting for your call! 
 

 

Taxi drivers:  Chris Brown in the Rossi Street (West) area and en route to and from the Shed 
from there on Saturdays.  Also Richard Rowan (Tuesdays) and Wayne Stuart pretty much 
anytime. 
 
If anyone needs a ride to and/or from the Shed all you can also contact one of these drivers 
direct. 
 

 

Tuesday Exercise Classes – Len McGuigan (coordinator) 
               

 

 
YVCC (next door to the Shed) 
 
 Class time:  2-3pm ($5 per 

person per session) 

 

 
The classes are not onerous or difficult.  They are designed to improve core strength and balance and the cost is $5 
per session.  Please note, if you have a health problem, you should mention it before you start the program – 
perhaps consult your doctor or physio? 
 
These classes are not just for Shed members or just for men.  At present we have more women than men come to 
the classes.  Tell and invite your friends – they will all be made welcome!   

See you in The David Hale Room at the Yass Valley Community Centre. 



Shed Signage Service 
 

If you want a sign made, eg: The Bill Smith Bar, Property 

or House naming, Dog Kennel name, “Keep 

out of my room” etc), let me know and I will put you in 

touch with the sign maker. Some examples:  and  
 
Arrangements are: 
 

 You find/supply the piece of timber you want to use – 
minimum sizes will need to apply as the router bit will not 
do very small work; 

 You finish it (paint, stain, polish etc); 

 Price: $50 for signs having less than 10 letters and $5 per 
letter for signs having more than 10 letters (you will pay 
heaps more than this if you can actually find anyone to do it 
for you!). 

 All proceeds go to the Shed.   
 

 

 

 

Reward Points at Home Hardware 
 
You can help us a lot by giving the Shed your points when you make a purchase at Home Hardware.  Just ask the 
cashier to “allocate the loyalty points to the Yass Valley Men’s Shed”.  A number of members have made this a 
regular practice and we have benefited to the extent that we can use the funds to replenish consumables (glues, 
screws, sand papers etc etc from time to time).  Think about it and help us out – please.  It IS worth it.   
 
 

General Invitation – help me out 
 
If you would like to see any additional information in the Messenger or have any suggestions or contributions to 
make, please feel free to contact me 
 
 

Personal Apology to Shed Members and other members of the Yass Valley 
Community – and even some in Queensland! 
 
On Wednesday 1 April of this year, I sent a note to all members announcing that John Woodin and his lovely wife, 
Marilyn, who had moved to Bundaberg a couple of years ago, had now had enough due to floods, cyclones and the 
loss of their beloved Campbell Newman in the recent State elections and had negotiated the purchase of a property 
just across the road from where they lived here previously and would be back in town very soon.  I also announced 
that John had indicated that he would like to put his name forward for election as President at the upcoming AGM 
meeting on 9 May. 
 
This was an APRIL FOOL’s Day JOKE, folks.  I did send a note out later on that same day advising that it was not real.  
However, I am still being stopped in the street and being asked “are John and Marilyn back yet” and “I have not 
noticed a “SOLD” sign on that property” etc etc.  I apologise for being a tad too clever this year. 
  



 
 

Birthdays around this time  
 

April: 
9/4:  Alistair McGregor 
10/4:  Ken Reidy 
11/4:  Roger Holgate 
13/4:  Brian Millett 
26/4:  Blake Swadling 

May: 
1/5:  Raja Ahluwalia 
(TODAY!! - Happy Birthday, 
Raja!) 
2/5:  Ron Coleman 
4/5:  Ron Rouston 
8/5:  John Corson 
11/5:  David Rowe, John 
Jones 
13/5:  Phil O’Brien, Philip Walsh  

 
15/5:  Alf Atkin 
16/5:  Nate Harvey-Cox 
17/5:  Sandy Butt 
22/5:  Llewyn Dowling 
23/5:  Allan Carey 
29/5:  Clarrie Schlunke 
30/5:  Joe Morrissey 

 
Happy Birthdays, Chaps!!!  (don’t forget, significant others are real people too – we are happy to wish them 
“happy birthday” if you give me the details – this includes Canadians!) 
 
 

The Yass Valley Men’s Shed is very grateful for the generous support of the 
following entities: 

BarkerHarle (Consulting Engineers), Bendigo Bank (Boorowa), Bunnings (Belconnen), 
Goodradigbee Bookkeeping, Home Hardware (Yass), IGA (Yass), KidsBlitz, the Lansdowne 

Foundation, Long Paddock IT Services, Miller’s Pharmacy, NSW Coalition Government, 
NSW Local Member Minister Katrina Hodgkinson, Robertson Landscape Supplies, 

Southern Cable Services, Steve Bugden Plumbing, Tank’s Bakery, Touie Smith Jnr, Yass & 
District Printing, Yass Fire Brigade, YassFM, Yass Freemasons, Yass Lions Club, Yass 

Pharmacy, Yass Rotary Club, Yass Valley Council, Yass Valley First Aid Training, Yass Valley 
Physiotherapy, The Yass Tribune, Woolworths (Yass).  

Please let me know if you think the list is missing an important sponsor/supporter. 
 

For information on Shed Opening Times, regular events and contacts:  
please click on this link 

http://yassmensshed.org.au/ 
 

Download a Membership Form if you know someone who would like to join our Shed.   
Click on this link http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf and 

print the form for them. 
 

If you want to see previous editions of the Messenger, you can find them all on the YVMS Website at this address 
(just click on it): http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive - go back and dig out some YVMS history. 

 
 
w 
 

Wayne Stuart 
Secretary, Yass Valley Men's Shed 
0419 292 022 
secretary@yassmensshed.org.au  
http://yassmensshed.org.au 
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