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Dara Madden 
RIP 

 

One of our favourite sons has “left the building” far too soon. 
 
Dara Madden was just 48 years old and had been a member of our Shed since February 2011.  
His Membership number was 097. 
 
In those 4 years, Dara soon accepted a role as a Committee member and then took on the 
responsibility of being the Shed’s Grants Coordinator, a role which he accepted with some 
enjoyment and his efforts managed to secure the Shed more than $30,000 in grants from the 
Murdoch family, Bendigo Bank and a number of very significant grants from the NSW 
Government and a number of smaller ones as well. 
 
Without Dara, we would be much the poorer -  financially being the most insignificant of the 
ways in which that statement is true. 



  

I doubt we will 
see his kind 
again.   
 
We will mourn 
Dara for a long 
time. 
 
Shed Members 
have agreed that 
we will 
remember and 
honour the great 
things Dara did 
for the Shed by 
naming the  

 

Containers which were purchased with the $10,000 Grant he secured from the NSW Government in 2014, “The Dara 
Madden Annexe”.  See  
 
We will remember Dara with affection and gratitude every time we have the advantage of this most significant  
improvement in our facilities. 
 
 

From the Editor’s cave 
 
Reaction to the new look Messenger 
 
I have only had a couple of comments on the new format for the Messenger.  Happily they were all positive – I 
suspect most readers see another email from the Secretary and just delete it.  Accordingly, we will  change the 
banner each edition to give you all another look at some wonderful Yass iconic buildings and views.  We have some 
lovely things in Yass, so we should flaunt them.  This month there is also an iconic Yass bottom (see the last photo in 
the sequence). 
 
However, we do hope you will accept the invitation to provide input that you would like to see in the newsletter – 
especially personal profiles (so we can know our fellows better, and also any takers for the various challenges we 
have this year (teaching or learning new skills – especially in the many Art areas that our members have in their long 
list of talents). 
 
Change is good – and it is here! 
 
I have decided after 7 years of membership of the Shed Committee and also serving for those 7 years as Secretary, 
that the time has come for some new blood to help take the Shed forward.  Accordingly, I will not be available to be 
elected to the Shed Committee at the AGM in April and I will therefore not be eligible to serve as Secretary.  I will 
also be taking all of February off for a holiday – so I will not be at the Shed much, if at all, during that month – nor 
will I be available to take phone calls, respond to email “issues” or be called in to the Shed to help with management 
and other issues – that is why you have 6 other Committee (aka Management) members.. 
 
This is a good thing – not a negative!  We need new blood to help the Shed move forward and new ideas and 
management styles can only improve things and get us out of any ruts into which we might have fallen.  More 
importantly, our Motto is “Less bureaucracy, more fun!” and I am happy to admit that I may have contributed to far 
too much bureaucracy.  Now is the time to fix that and have a simpler and more streamlined secretariat (think 
Queensland – time for a clean-out!). 
 
I fully intend to continue to enjoy full Shed membership and will be there as often as I can physically manage – I have 
to say it will be very good to just be a simple ordinary member.  It will also be good not to have to take the Shed 
home with me after every visit.  It is time for a change for the better (for both of us – the Shed and me).  I strongly 



urge anyone who would like to take on the Secretary role to put up his hand and talk to Dave Staines about it.  It is a 
most rewarding task – I would not have done it for 7 years if the rewards are not much greater than the effort 
involved – AND everyone thinks you are a great bloke! 
 
I am happy to talk to anyone who might want to give it a try.  I will also ensure that there are clear handover notes 
and “how to” instruction for the various functions.  My big fear is that I made everything much more complicated 
and involved than it needs to be – so someone with an ability to simplify and minimise effort and activity is exactly 
the person we need.  ws. 
 

Calendar of upcoming events and plans at the Shed (or elsewhere) 
 

 Upcoming events  
 
 Tuesday 3 February 2015 – VLMAR members return to the Shed for the first time this year – 10am to noon. 
 
 Wednesday 4 February 2015 – First Wednesday Morning Tea (9.30am to 11am – note the slightly earlier 

time!!)  We will also have a special visitor in the person of the Hon Pru Goward, Member for Goulburn. 
 
 Tuesday 10th February 2015 at 9.00am.  Information Session to discuss how Annuities may be of assistance in 

increasing any Centrelink entitlements. Annuities also have benefit in reducing aged Care fees so the 
products do have great value both immediately and into the future and unlike Account Based Pensions, do 
not require you to meet a work to test to purchase.  The session is expected to take only a half hour or so 
and will be presented by Paul Reilly from Back to Back Financial Planners in Young.  He gave a very helpful 
and timely presentation at the Shed late last year on the changes that were coming on 1 January. 

 
 Wednesday 4 March 2015 – First Wednesday Morning Tea – 10am to 11.30am. 
 

 

 Shed plans for 2015 
 
Last month, I included this idea in the Messenger.  The response has been very black holish, I have to say.  Al 
Phemister and Ruben Larzabal have offered to demonstrate technique and talk theory and practice on their 
various artistic skill-sets if anyone is interested – but you need to let us know.  If not – then you have lost 
another great opportunity at the Shed. 

 
 Art at the Shed and an exhibition?  This is a great idea and will, 

if it gets legs, be an exciting and far reaching initiative.  The 
idea, as I understand it is to mine the vast array of talent we 
have among our 100+ members (both those currently pursuing 
artistic endeavours and those who would like to) in order to: 

 
 Start as wide a range of art activity in the Shed itself as 

possible using our equipment or accessing suitable 
equipment for that purpose (sculpture, wood turning, lead 
light, photography, cooking, music, tell us your ideas).  We 
need people with talent to take the lead with this and 
offer their skills to help/mentor in their own areas of 
expertise.  I have one person with his own tools wanting 
to learn carving. 
 

 We hope that members who have long harboured hopes 
and dreams of doing artistic things might come to the 
Shed to see what they might get involved in.  If any 
member would like to follow a particular artistic pursuit, 
let me know and I will see if we have someone willing to 

Examples of art by some current members: 
 

 
Photography (Alex Tewes) 
 

 
Wood turning (Roger Holgate) 
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alphemister.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2009%2F02%2FDSC1078.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Falphemister.com%2F%3Fpage_id%3D14&h=718&w=1024&tbnid=74LV1lThajUFgM%3A&zoom=1&docid=UkfX_cPqwUOGEM&ei=JQ6dVNuKDqe2mQXuj4KYBw&tbm=isch&ved=0CEEQMygXMBc&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=1460&page=2&start=18&ndsp=24


show you how it is done or help you make a start, find a 
space to do your thing and help you to reach your 
potential. 
 

 Once we get some artistic work happening and output 
from the various artistic activities, the next step will be to 
organise a formal art show in the YVCC later in 2015 (we 
have a volunteer organiser already signed up to organise 
and manage this event).  We might even be able to supply 
our own musical and food production artists for that 
(those?) event(s)? 
 

 For this to be successful, we need a coordinator to keep 
an eye on the various activities, to provide help and 
assistance to members who might be too shy to ask and to 

 
Metal sculpture (Al Phemister) 
 

 
Cooking (Richard Rowan) 

make sure the Committee is kept informed so we can provide management support.  Someone out 
there must want to have a go at this challenge??!! 

 
 Any members who would like to learn to do any kind of artistic endeavour, or who has good ideas 

for how to implement this program, including acting as organiser, instructor, mentor or support,  
please let us know – this is a Men’s Shed and none of us are clairvoyant (unlike the members of girls’ 
groups).  Unless you tell us we will not know! 

 
The President, Dave Staines,  called a meeting (which ws held on Saturday 17 January and which I was unable to 
attend) to discuss and plan for things to put on our agenda for 2015.  I have had no input on the outcomes of this 
event for inclusion in the Messenger.  Accordingly, I know nothing (as the famous Sgt Schultz used to say).  Perhaps 
next month? 
 

If anyone has a good idea for things to do in 2015 that will expand our horizons or just make the Shed a 
better place for you or any/all Members, PLEASE let us know – the more diversity of opinion and ideas 
we get from the members, the better the Shed will be! 
 

Recent activities, announcements, achievements and celebrations etc 
 

Lights (and power) turned on in The Dara Madden Annexe 
 
Members will, no 
doubt, be interested to 
hear that after a lot of 
work and expertise, the 
first of our two 
containers has been 
wired for light and 
power. 
 
Dave Staines was at the 
Shed when the work 
was finalised on 
Tuesday 20 January and 
was quick to accept the 
invitation from our two  

 

electricians, Bob Nash (far right) and John Backhouse (centre) to flick the switch. 
 
We can now start to move equipment into the container which will free up part of the workshop and will also allow a 
part refurbishment of the front room in the Shed. 
The focus will now move to the second container which also needs some electrics so we can use it as a timber store. 

http://www.alphemister.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/06/Dandelions-set-blue-sky.jpg
http://www.alphemister.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/02/Tree-V-lge-tree-promo1.jpg


Many thanks to Bob and John for their tireless efforts and amazing expertise – this is a terrific job.  In expanding the 
Shed electrics, Bob and John have also completely rebuilt the main circuit boards, upgraded the earth leakage 
protection and generally improved electrical safety at the Shed.  Next time you see them, give both of them a big pat 
on the back (and tell them to stop mucking about and to get on with the second container)! 
 

Australia Day Celebrations and awards 
 

 

                     Bob Frank                                    Staines and Stuart                   Staines and Stuart looking like they have detected a very bad smell 

 
The Shed did pretty well on Australia Day.  
Rewards were given to Bob Frank for his 
many and wonderful years of service to 
this town and many of its groups and 
communities.  Also the Shed itself was 
awarded with a Community Organisation 
Award. 
 
And not to be outdone, the Shed has made 
its own award to Brian Millett, who was 
nominated for an Australia Day award at 
the Coronation Park Ceremonies – but who 
got pipped at the post – the person who 
beat him cannot have slept for the last half 
century! 
 
Brian has contributed much to this town 
and his list of achievements over time are 
many:   

 Served as president of Rostrum & won 
various speakers competitions & 
awards 

 President elect of Rotary in 2004 but 
health problems prevented progress 
to Rotary president. 

 Chairman of Friends of Cooma Cottage 
from 1999-2004 

 Chairman of Friends of Yass Library 
from 2000-2006 

 Justice of the Peace and regularly 
contributing in that role. 

 Meals on wheels participant from 
1998 - 2005 

 

 Yass Youth Association Member and Public Officer from 2005 - present. 

 Yass Men's Shed foundation member and presently Public Officer and designated Shed Historian 



 U3A valued member and committee member for 10 years, giving interesting talks on Aust. History 

 Yass Music Club member from 1998 and secretary from 2009 - present. Also assistant Music Club Director until 2014.  
From 2015 will be co-director of music for the Yass Music Club.  

 A very keen and active supporter of the Yass Music Club scholarships for the younger people in Yass and also organises 
the famous 'Music Club Concert Suppers' which helps local organisations with their fundraising efforts thus helping 
local people. 

 He is also Publicity Officer with a weekly show on YassFM promoting the concerts for the Yass Music Club and also 
organises publicity in local papers. 

 YassFM - first President elected in 1999 and guided the station in building up to a successful Community Radio Station.  
Brian has had a program for 14 years and has mentored several new members.  He is now a Life Member and Patron 
and is a very well liked and respected member of the Association. 

 
Not only all of these things, but he (and Joe Morrissey) are responsible for the Shed being nominated for our award 
this year.  How could we not give him his own gong?   Congratulations and thanks for your service, Brian. 
 
 

Generous Donation of sun hats by Miller’s Pharmacy 
 

 
Peter Miller, Peter Bernasconi, Alf Atkin and John Backhouse – models! 

 

 

Peter Miller, of Miller’s Pharmacy (a 
recent new member), came to the 
Shed last Wednesday to share some 
morning tea and also to make a 
donation, on behalf of the 
Pharmacy, of 100 bucket sun 
protection hats with the Shed logo 
emblazoned on each. 
 
The hats are a most desirable and 
necessary improvement for 
members who might wish to work 
out of doors at the Shed or just 
spend quality time in the great 
Aussie outdoors.   
 
They will also provide members 
with a safe way to wander around 
town on these hot summer days, 
not getting sunburnt and, at the 
same time, promoting the Shed 
AND Miller’s Pharmacy.   
 
Doctors in Yass who have for years 
lived on the business brought to 
them by Yass men needing to have 
skin cancers cut or burned off, are, 
we believe, packing up their 
surgeries and moving on! 
 
When handing over the new hats, 
Peter was congratulated on 
selecting a colour that would not 
show the dirt so much and which 

would not, therefore, need washing so frequently. 
 
Peter, in some dudgeon, retorted that one would not wash a “Baggy Green”, so why would one consider washing his 
Baggy Blue?  Can't argue with that!  Many thanks to Peter, Angela and to all the staff at Miller’s Pharmacy. 
 



I urge all members to:  Come along to the Shed, pick up your hat, wear it with pride and support Miller’s 
Pharmacy  - they have given us great support, let’s return the favour! 
 

NSW Coalition Government $10,000 grant 
 
I reported just before Christmas that we had received a letter from Mike Baird (Premier of NSW) that our Shed has 
secured another $10,000 grant – thanks again to the silky writing and irresistible case-making skills of Dara Madden 
who continues helping us to achieve great things for the Shed and the wider Yass Valley Community. 
 
This grant will actually do good things, in part, specifically for the wider community.  The funds have been granted on 
the basis of the following list of projects: 
 

Expenditure $ Amount 

Storage materials for YFG  
Materials for YFG gardens  
Purchase and install metal lathe  
 

  $1,000.00 
  $2,000.00 
  $7,000.00 
$10,000.00 

 
The Premier’s letter indicated that the Funds should become available in April. 
 
We have kicked off with some early organising on the YFG Garden Project and have held initial discussions with 
Home Living Support in order to obtain the name of a coordinator from the YFG group so that we can liaise and 
understand the need that they have and the best solutions to meet that need.  John Whiteley of Yass Garden Club 
and “wicking gardens” fame and our newest Shed member has agreed to help us with the garden design – especially 
with issues such as sustainability, water use minimisation etc. 
 
 

Projects on the boil or possibilities in 2015 
 

 ANZAC Day project.  Dave Staines is taking the lead in building secure bases for 4 Perspex display cabinets 
which will be used in a display of Gallipoli memorabilia to be held in the Memorial Hall in the week before 
and the week following ANZAC Day.  This job is yet to start. 

 

 A hand cart being built for the Scouts Australia (NSW) for the following purpose – this job has stalled (David 
Staines is coordinating).  
 

 Computer project for the Shed and the Yass Community (using the grant we received from Bendigo Bank in 
the latter part of last year).  Chris and Joey Brown have taken on this project and good progress is being 
made.  We hope to have parts of the project being implemented sequentially over the next month or so.  
Already a remote (cloud) address has been effected and much of the Shed’s electronic history and records 
deposited on/in? it. 

 

 Finalising the fitout and occupation/use of the new containers (moving into the Metal shop is currently 
happening, to be followed by a similar process with the Wood store).  Roger Holgate is the current 
coordinator of this project. 
 

 A possible new project in which we will try to engage the VALMAR Members on Tuesdays, is to start making 
some Technical Aid for the Disabled items that might be used in local nursing homes, hospitals and similar 
circumstances. We will need a member to take some ownership of this project by seeking out info from 
hospitals, nursing homes etc to see what they actually need.  Is there a member who can coordinate this 
task and perhaps visit these places and find out the need please? 
 

If anyone would like to help with any of these projects – ie please don’t leave it all to one person – please contact 
the coordinator for each project. 

 



Anyone for singing?? 
 
We recently received this communication: 

Maisie's Choir and the Kitchen Band 

 
 
While our logo appears in the flyer, we don’t have any active role other than that one of our members, Bradley 
Foxlewin, has contacted Maisie to get the info you see here.  However, we do believe singing is a great pastime for 
everyone.  If you would like to join or just want more info, please contact Giselle directly on 4821 7028. 
 

Member profile 
 

 

Richard Rowan – Vice President 
 
One of the classical nautical expressions is…”A fair wind and following sea”…. Whoever wrote 
this, perhaps had some notion of being at sea. 10 Melbourne Hobart’s and never a fair wind 
nor a following sea.  
 
I recall winning in 1989, average wind speed about 50 knots over four days, average wave 
height about 60 feet, terror in the making and reality. The noise is unbelievable and when it all  

goes silent you know the helmsman failed to cut the rubber into the top of the wave and you are in mid-air and 
falling. Waves in Bass Strait have no backs on them. They are just solid pieces of water standing up.  
 
Then again there were other races in Bass Strait in the Southern Ocean.  And to use another expression from the 
classics ‘on a dark and stormy night’ I rolled it, we did a 360°…. one hell of a way to go fishing at 3 AM…. Fish nil, 
broken bits plenty. Just loved my time at sea which covered yachts, patrol boats and mine sweepers. At the end of 
the day one comes away with respect and a great love of the sea with its many moods and outstanding brilliance. 
 
My before my arrival in Yass some six years ago (which quite clearly indicates I will not be considered a resident prior 
to my demise) is pitted with a life of research, mostly esoteric, in the areas of psychophysiology, robotics and stuff 



still classified. Don’t hold your breath in 20 years the government may release its gigantic investment of $15,000 in 
an American U.S. Navy $36 million project on artificial intelligence. I was there, played and had fun, but may I tell you 
the outcome is probably not worth the read!!!! Now I did do some exciting work in the area of lateral hemispheres, 
memory and learning. But again it’s a very boring read. 
 
I have worked for a number of major corporations such as ANZ bank, Telstra, State Electricity Commission of 
Victoria, Unisys, ITC software, Defence both Army and Navy and a few other organisations both as a consultant and 
employee. 
 
I suppose in reflection my only contribution to life has been the development of the Navy values. Over a decade ago 
I sat down with a blank sheet of paper. After research and lots of historical facts and opinions I arrived at: honesty, 
courage, integrity and loyalty. Put into the learning phrase of ‘if you are honest and have courage you will 
demonstrate integrity and therefore gain loyalty from your crew’.  
 
Not much more to say. I am a psychophysiologist and daily consult with clients in Yass, Young, Harden, Cootamundra 
and all places in between. I cover areas such as depression, anxiety, obsessive compulsive behaviour, addiction, 
drugs, domestic violence and all the other things which concern people and their ability to live to the full. 
 
Before leaving it would be amiss of me not to recognise the Shed as a personal time-out refuge, a place to go, to 
enjoy, to simply be me and not to practice. To me the fellowship and friendship of our Shed is inspiring. Yes I swear a 
lot but I’m also a damn good cook!!!! Guys, just love you. 
 
Who else but …….R2 
 

 
I hope more of you will now bombard me with your stories so we can run a couple every issue – get to it! 
 
 

The following list of Man Rules needs to be re-stated every New Year 
(Thanks to Rob Barker) 

THESE ARE OUR RULES!  PLEASE NOTE.. THESE ARE ALL NUMBERED '1 '   ON PURPOSE! 
1.   MEN ARE NOT MIND READERS. 
1.   LEARN TO WORK THE TOILET SEAT.  YOU'RE A BIG GIRL. IF IT'S UP, PUT IT DOWN..  WE NEED IT UP, YOU NEED IT DOWN.  YOU DON'T 

HEAR US COMPLAINING ABOUT YOU LEAVING IT DOWN. 
1.  SUNDAY SPORTS. IT'S LIKE THE FULL MOON OR THE CHANGING OF THE TIDES.  LET IT BE. 
1.   CRYING IS BLACKMAIL. 
1.   ASK FOR WHAT YOU WANT. LET US BE CLEAR ON THIS ONE: SUBTLE HINTS DO NOT WORK! STRONG HINTS DO NOT WORK! OBVIOUS 

HINTS DO NOT WORK! JUST SAY IT! 
1.   YES AND NO ARE PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE ANSWERS TO ALMOST EVERY QUESTION. 
1.   COME TO US WITH A PROBLEM only IF YOU WANT HELP SOLVING IT. THAT'S WHAT WE DO. SYMPATHY IS WHAT YOUR GIRLFRIENDS 

ARE FOR. 
1.   ANYTHING WE SAID 6 MONTHS AGO IS INADMISSIBLE IN AN ARGUMENT. IN FACT, ALL COMMENTS BECOME NULL AND VOID AFTER 7 

DAYS.  
1.   IF SOMETHING WE SAID CAN BE INTERPRETED TWO WAYS AND ONE OF THE WAYS MAKES YOU SAD OR ANGRY, WE MEANT THE OTHER 

ONE  
1.   YOU CAN EITHER ASK US TO DO SOMETHING OR TELL US HOW YOU WANT IT DONE.   NOT BOTH.  IF YOU ALREADY KNOW BEST HOW 

TO DO IT, JUST DO IT YOURSELF. 
1.   WHENEVER POSSIBLE, PLEASE SAY WHATEVER YOU HAVE TO SAY DURING COMMERCIALS. 
1.   CAPTAIN COOK DID NOT NEED DIRECTIONS AND NEITHER DO WE. 
1.   ALL MEN SEE IN ONLY 16 COLOURS, LIKE WINDOWS DEFAULT SETTINGS.  PEACH, FOR EXAMPLE, IS A FRUIT, NOT A colour. 

Pumpkin is a vegetable. We have NO IDEA WHAT MAUVE IS. 
1.   IF IT ITCHES, IT WILL BE SCRATCHED..  WE DO THAT. 
1.   IF WE ASK WHAT IS WRONG AND YOU SAY 'NOTHING,' WE WILL ACT LIKE NOTHING'S WRONG.  WE KNOW YOU ARE LYING, BUT IT IS 

JUST NOT WORTH THE HASSLE. 
1.   IF YOU ASK A QUESTION YOU DON'T WANT AN ANSWER TO, EXPECT AN ANSWER YOU DON'T WANT TO HEAR. 
1.   WHEN WE HAVE TO GO SOMEWHERE, ABSOLUTELY ANYTHING YOU WEAR IS FINE... Really.  



1.   DON'T ASK US WHAT WE'RE THINKING ABOUT UNLESS YOU ARE PREPARED TO DISCUSS SUCH TOPICS AS FOOTBALL OR MOTOR 

SPORTS. 
1.   YOU HAVE ENOUGH CLOTHES. 
1.   YOU HAVE TOO MANY SHOES. 
1.   I AM IN SHAPE. ROUND IS A SHAPE ! 
  
IF YOUR WIFE SEES THIS YOU WILL PROBABLY HAVE TO SLEEP ON THE COUCH TONIGHT. DON’T TELL HER MEN REALLY DON'T MIND THAT. 
IT'S LIKE CAMPING. 

 

Thought for the week 

 

The Great Lao-Tzu once said: 
 

"It is only when you see a mosquito landing 
on your testicles that you realise there is 
always a way to solve problems without 

using violence.” 

 

Adverts, Updates and Reminders: 
 

Membership News 
 
Membership is now 101 financial members with the addition of our latest member this week, John Whiteley, whose 
sequential YVMS membership number is 181.  Welcome, John – we hope we will see lots of you at the Shed from 
now on. 
 
Dara Madden’s name tag has been moved to the Memorial Board in the front room at the Shed. 
 
Ron Doyle has had some problems post operatively after his hip replacement – the latest news is that he will be 
coming home early in the coming week. 
 
Howard Hollingsworth has completed his chemo and radio therapies and all seems to be going very well.  Apart 
from losing some 10kg, Howard looks and sounds  really good. 
 
Joe Morrissey is currently sojourning in Western Canada and during the last week he met up with the President and 
Vice President of the Okanagan Men’s Shed (our brother Shed in Canada).  Joe faithfully promised me a report and 
perhaps a photo or two of that meeting – so far nothing, nada, nil.  Perhaps, being Irish, he got the date wrong, is in 
the wrong part of Canada or couldn’t find the address? 
 

A call for help on behalf of the Workshop Manager and all users of the workshop  

 
Roger has spent the last week trying to get on top of a major clean up in the workshop.  The place has seriously 
become a real mess in recent times and , as always, it is left to one or two people to pick up the pieces and get the 
place back under control. 
 
It is the duty of all members who use the Shed to look after it.  I don’t know if you remember, but one of the 
commitments signing the Membership Application is that you will abide by the Rules of the Shed.  One of those rules 
is to respect the rights of others and not to do anything to make their enjoyment of the Shed less than yours. 
 
Leaving the Shed, workbenches, floors and machines dirty, out of position and cluttered is unfair on other members.  
PLEASE DO YOUR BIT AND LEAVE THE PLACE AS YOU FIND IT!!  Sweep up, clear work surfaces, return tools to their 
rightful place and let others enjoy the place too.  The new catch words for this year are: ” Pick up, Tidy up, Sweep 
up” and if you happen to be in the kitchen Wash up” 
 
 



Shed taxi service – waiting for your call! 
 

 

Our Shed Taxi coordinator is Richard Maxwell.  If you would like a lift to or from 
the Shed, either permanently or only occasionally,  you can contact Richard on 
his mobile:  0416 022 416 or by Email:  cherex@bigpond.net.au to book your taxi 
for a time and place that suits you (remember this only works when the Shed is 
open for normal activity (Tuesdays 9am to noon, Thursdays 2-4.30pm and 
Saturdays noon to 4pm – AND the First Wednesday of each month (10am to 
11.30 when we have a morning tea and not workshop noise!)  
 

Taxi drivers:  Chris Brown in the Rossi Street (West) area and en route to and from the Shed from there on 
Saturdays.  Also Richard Rowan (Tuesdays) and Wayne Stuart. 
 
If anyone needs a ride to and/or from the Shed all you can also contact one of these drivers direct. 
 

Tuesday Exercise Classes – Len McGuigan (coordinator) 
               

 

 
YVCC (next door to the Shed) 
 
 Class time:  2-3pm ($5 per 

person per session) 

 

 
The classes are not onerous or difficult.  They are designed to improve core strength and balance and the cost is $5 
per session.  Please note, if you have a health problem, you should mention it before you start the program – 
perhaps consult your doctor or physio? 
 
These classes are not just for Shed members or just for men.  At present we have more women than men come to 
the classes.  Tell and invite your friends – they will all be made welcome! 
 

See you in The David Hale Room at the Yass Valley Community Centre. 

 
 

Shed Signage Service 

If you want a sign made, eg: The David Hale Room, Property or House naming, Dog

Kennel name, “Keep out of my room” etc), let me know and I will put you in touch with the 

sign maker. 
 
Arrangements are: 
 

 You find/supply the piece of timber you want to use – minimum sizes will need to apply as the router bit will 
not do very small work; 

 You finish it (paint, stain, polish etc); 

 Price: $50 for signs having less than 10 letters and $5 per letter for signs having more than 10 letters (you 
will pay heaps more than this if you can actually find anyone to do it for you!). 

 All proceeds go to the Shed.   
 

Reward Points at Home Hardware 
 
You can help us a lot by giving the Shed your points when you make a purchase at Home Hardware.  Just ask the 
cashier to “allocate the loyalty points to the Yass Valley Men’s Shed”.  A number of members have made this a 

mailto:cherex@bigpond.net.au


regular practice and we have benefited to the extent that we can use the funds to replenish consumables (glues, 
screws, sand papers etc etc from time to time).  Think about it and help us out – please.  It IS worth it.   
 

General Invitation – help me out 
 
If you would like to see any additional information in the Messenger or have any suggestions or contributions to 
make, please feel free to contact me 
 

Birthdays around this time  
 

January: 
6/1:  Robert McGregor 
11/1:  John Backhouse 
12/1:  Geoff Frost 
16/1:  Noel Lymbery 
18/1:  Bradley Foxlewin 
24/1:  Bob Small 
25/1:  Frank Grace 

February: 
10/2:  Warwick Sainsbery 
19/2:  Ron McGrath, Ron Barton 
21/2:  Lachlan Brodrick 
22/2:  Jim Wickham, Des Hore 

 
Happy Birthdays, Chaps!!!  (don’t forget, significant others are real people too – we are happy to wish them 
“happy birthday” if you give me the details – this includes Canadians!) 
 

The Yass Valley Men’s Shed is very grateful for the generous support of the following entities: 
BarkerHarle (Consulting Engineers), Bendigo Bank (Boorowa), Bunnings (Belconnen), Goodradigbee 

Bookkeeping, Home Hardware (Yass), IGA (Yass), KidsBlitz, the Lansdowne Foundation, Long Paddock IT 
Services, Miller’s Pharmacy, NSW Coalition Government, NSW Local Member Minister Katrina 

Hodgkinson, Robertson Landscape Supplies, Southern Cable Services, Steve Bugden Plumbing, Tank’s 
Bakery, Touie Smith Jnr, Yass & District Printing, Yass Fire Brigade, YassFM, Yass Freemasons, Yass Lions 

Club, Yass Pharmacy, Yass Rotary Club, Yass Valley Council, Yass Valley First Aid Training, Yass Valley 
Physiotherapy, The Yass Tribune, Woolworths (Yass).  

Please let me know if you think the list is missing an important sponsor/supporter. 
 

For information on Shed Opening Times, regular events and contacts:  please click on this link 

http://yassmensshed.org.au/ 
 

Download a Membership Form if you know someone who would like to join our Shed.   
Click on this link http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf and 

print the form for them. 
 

If you want to see previous editions of the Messenger, you can find them all on the YVMS Website at this address 
(just click on it): http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive - go back and dig out some YVMS history. 

 
 
w 
 

Wayne Stuart 
Secretary, Yass Valley Men's Shed 
0419 292 022 
secretary@yassmensshed.org.au  
http://yassmensshed.org.au 
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