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Magic Milestone for the YVMS – we
have 100 Members!!
Also, a very
happy Easter
wish to all
Men’s shed
members and
any
incidental
reader of this
little
newsletter

If you want to see previous editions of the Messenger, you can find them all on the YVMS Website at this address
(just click on it): http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive – go back and dig out some YVMS history.

The Yass Valley Men’s Shed is very grateful for the generous support of the
following entities:
Yass Valley Council, The NSW Coalition Government, NSW Local Member Minister Katrina
Hodgkinson, the Lansdowne Foundation,
Yass Rotary Club, Yass Freemasons, Yass Lions Club, Goodradigbee Bookkeeping,
Southern Cable Services, Yass Valley Physiotherapy, Yass Valley First Aid Training, Yass &
District Printing, The Yass Tribune, YassFM, KidsBlitz, Steve Bugden Plumbing, IGA,
Woolworths, Touie Smith Jnr.
Please let me know if you think the list is missing an important sponsor/supporter.

For information on Shed Opening Times, regular events and contacts:
please click on this link
http://yassmensshed.org.au/
Download a Membership Form if you know someone who would like to join our Shed.
Click on this link http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf and
print the form for them.

Calendar of upcoming events at the Shed (or elsewhere)
The YVMS Annual General Meeting will be held on this coming Thursday 24 April at 6.00pm.

This meeting
will be preceded by a very brief Membership Meeting at which a new Committee will be elected for the next year
and which will be endorsed at the AGM.


Members are urged to nominate for the Committee (7 members) and to nominate a role in which they
would like to serve – it is YOUR Shed – put something back! Your Shed needs fresh ideas and new directions
– the best way to get that is by having new blood on the Committee.



I am very pleased to report that we have more than a full quota of nominees at this stage – but don’t let that
deter you. Can you imagine the fun asking some of the applicants to sell you on what they will do for you
when they are on the Committee. I look forward to hearing the new President talking about core promises
and non-core promises and the new Treasurer talking about black holes left by the previous administration.
It might even be enlivening to have an actual election on the night when we have to vote for 7 Committee
members from a field of 8, 9 or more contenders.
The Members who have already nominated are: David Staines (for President), Richard Rowan (for Vice
President), Rob Cameron (for Treasurer), Wayne Stuart (for Secretary), Chris Brown, Richard Maxwell, Reg
Moebus and Ron Doyle.



ALL Shed members are warmly invited to come to the AGM which will be preceded at 5pm by another of
our amazing Dinners organised by our Chef Extraordinaire.

ANZAC Day (Friday 25 April).

Richard Rowan and David Staines will, again this year, place a wreath made by
members of the Shed at the cenotaph in Comur Street on behalf of the Shed at the 11am Service.

Every Thursday Night - YassFM Mens’ Shed personalities’ interviews – listen in on Thursdays 67pm to the Richard Maxwell Drive Show when he will interview an ever changing list of Shed members who will talk
about their former working lives, their music interests and also their take on our Shed. Don’t miss it!

Car Boot Sale at the Shed
Due to inclement weather on 5 April, the Car Boot sale was cancelled and has been rescheduled for Saturday 26 April
– more below.

News Review
Car Boot Sale at the Shed
Was a great success – even though it was raining quite heavily and consistently at 8am and it was decided to call the
event off.
Notwithstanding this setback, the U3A set up in the YVCC and the Shedde Shoppe had already been stocked and was
well underway. I am not sure how the U3A fared, but on this non-car boot sale day, the Shed has managed to take
around $300!!!
It has been decided in consultation with the U3A, that we will reschedule the Car Boot and Trailer Sale for Saturday
26 April (the day after ANZAC Day). So dig around and see if you want to try your luck next time. If we can do so
well on a fizzer of a day – imagine what will happen when we run it again on a good day!!
Many thanks to all those who have put in a lot of work – especially Len McGuigan and Rob Cameron. If would not
have happened without them! Updated publicity, posters, Trib and YassFM announcements have all been organised,
so there should be lots of interest from locals.
Many thanks also to the U3A with whom we have shared the organisation and costs.
If you have any observations or suggestions to help improve next time around, don’t be shy – we like positive
criticism!

Pulling our weight in the Community
Jerrawa Show: On Easter Monday, Richard Rowan and Wayne Stuart will be doing gate duty all day on the gates at
the Jerrawa Show. Come along, enjoy the Show, annoy Richard and give him reason to exercise his inimitable
invitation for you to depart.
Conference on Suicide Prevention: We (the Shed) have been invited to preset two workshops (one morning and
one afternoon) at an upcoming conference in Canberra on Men’s Suicide Prevention to be held at the Southern
Cross Club on Wednesday 11 June.
The organisers (a local agency called MensLink – www.menslink.org.au) have invited a number of organisations to
make presentations to groups of health professionals to help them to understand what services and opportunities
there are in the community to assist men at risk of suicide and what experiences there might be that these
professionals could use to help in their work with such at-risk individuals. The invitation has come to us because the
organisers have heard of “the great reputation of Yass Men’s Shed” (their words).
Three members (David Staines, Richard Rowan and Wayne Stuart) have volunteered to develop and present two 75
minute workshops for this conference with the following three basic features (this is our thinking at this stage):





What are Men’s Sheds, what do they do and, in specific terms, what does our Shed do (David Staines);
Professional analysis related to the fact that Sheds do not aim to be counselling services or similar, but they
do provide environments and coincidental psychological help to at-risk individuals (Richard Rowan); and
Some specific anecdotes and case studies/examples based on our own experience of 6 years (Wayne Stuart).

We will keep you informed on this project.

Containers at the Shed
This story is so good, I thought I would annoy you all again with it. The containers arrived on Wednesday morning 9
April 2014:
The day started early with a couple of
members arriving around 0830 to
ensure gates were open, signs were out,
hot water was ready for coffee and
someone was on the road to flag down
the truckie so he would not deliver our
containers to someone else.
The first container arrived at about
0930 and initially there was some
concern that the truck might not fit in
the alleyway we had left for him.
However he was a man of great skill and
managed to place his truck with about 2
inches (50mm for young folk) between
the wheels and the piers on both sides.
In this photo  you can see that the
container is airborne and being
manoeuvred to rest on the piers.
Unfortunately the truck’s prime mover
was longer than the 4 metres we had
available, so the container is still about
a metre short of its final resting place.
Allan Carey has organised a training
event for the Town Fire Brigade and
Police during which they will
manoeuvre the container to its final
position using heavy duty accident
response equipment.
The second container arrived at around
1.30pm, just as we had finished a
marvellous BBQ, Cheffed by Richard
2Rowan with desserts provided by
Morrisseys Kitchen Inc.
In the following photos you can see:
 the second container just about to
come to rest on its piers.
 Mayor, “Dame” Rowena Abbey
entertaining Len McGuigan by
“launching” our containers with a
bottle of ginger beer; and
 Part of the motley crowd that came
to help, to hinder, to comment, to
provide advice, to snigger, to carry
and fetch, to cook, to eat and to

enjoy themselves greatly. Many
thanks to all who attended.
And now a note from the President:
Don’t they look good! I will try to thank
people in the order things happened.
Dara for applying for the grant for the
containers in a such a way that it could
not be refused;
Katrina our local Member, David White
and the NSW State Government for
supplying the grant money;
Rowena our Co-Patron and Mayor plus
Yass Shire for helping with all the paper work and approvals needed for the project;
All those members who looked all over Australia for containers;
Richard Maxwell for finding these ones and organising the purchase, a terrific price and the delivery;
Tim whose company (Goulburn Hydraulics) supplied the containers and gave us a discount.
Rob Barker who drew the plans, footings and pier details.
Wayne and Reg for organising all the paperwork and cheques.
Rob Pollock and his team who placed the concrete. When they started to dig foundations problems began and I would not have
blamed them if they had thrown their hands in the air and walked off the job but as you can see they did not.
Finally Our Master Chef Richard and his team for our lunch today.
I hope I have not forgotten anyone and if I have, my apologies.
Thank you everyone. I am sure we will all enjoy the extra room which will now be available to us.
Len McGuigan

We have paid for the Containers and the concrete foundations and piers. So the acquittal process with the NSW
State Government is underway.

Artistic and creative output by one of our members
Our indefatigable Workshop Manager and garden guru, Roger Holgate, has done it
again.
He has produced the item you see in the photo  for the Shed to give to our Honorary
Auditor (Anna Shannon of Goodradigbee Bookkeeping fame) who has not only, yet gain)
audited the Shed’s books this year gratis so we can meet our obligations by sending
audited accounts to the Office of Fair Trading as required by legislation – BUT ALSO, and
as if that is not generous enough, she has made a donation to the Shed of $150!
It is proposed that at the AGM a motion will be put proposing that this very classy
collection of wooden tulips be presented to Anna as a thank you for her assistance and
support.
Roger has also been working in his own workshop on making a full set of Chess pieces.
He has only to finish the two Knights/Rooks for the dark pieces and he will have

finished. I am not sure if he knows what to do with them – he doesn’t play Chess. If you are looking for that really
significant gift for someone special, it might be worth talking to Roger. I think he has already spent more than 100
hours on this project, so consider an hourly rate in any approach you might make to him. They are really beautiful
and would be a wonderful thing for any Chess aficionado to have. I will try to get a photo when the set is complete
to show in the next Messenger.

Tuesday morning Exercise Classes – 11am to noon
The exercises are not stressful and concentrate on balance and core strength.

Come along and join us We usually have about a 50/50 men/women
contingent. Tell/invite your friends!
The contributions made by members of the Exercise group each week ($5 per person per session) are
being saved in the YVMS Good Deeds Fund for use when we would like to help out, but our normal
resources don’t cover the extra cost. In recent times this fund would have been helpful for the BlazeAid
cooking efforts, to offset some of the BlazeAid boxes costs the Shed absorbed and other good things we
do that stretch the budget.

Membership News
 Membership has hit 100 financial members – our latest members being David Baxter (No 99) and Ken McNally
(No 100) - (sequential nos. 165 and 166 respectively). Welcome and congratulations to both new members.


Early notice that membership dues become due again on 1 July – but we are happy to help you beat the rush
around that time and will take your early payment very happily if you so wish.

Congratulations, Commiserations & Informations
Congratulations and welcome

to new member Ken McNally who is our 100th member on the active list.
This is a very important milestone for our Shed and shows that we are doing things that make the Shed a success.
You should all be very proud of yourselves! I would be very surprised if there are any Sheds anywhere that have as
significant a membership as we do.

Important Notice for all Members.

It is essential for ALL members to sign the attendance book every time
they attend at the SHED – this is especially important when members go to the Shed out of hours. We have had a
recent spate of:




Lights/power left on (this often results in the urn boiling dry and the safety switch engaging – still dangerous,
we don’t want or need a fire!);
Tool cupboards doors wide open and tools left lying around – the most recent being a grinder – please tidy
up when you finish!; and
People who attend out of hours leaving the place in a mess – sawdust, metal bits everywhere etc etc. please
tidy up when you finish!

It is also important for insurance reasons for us to know who has been in the place.
Please try very hard to accommodate this need – when you signed up, you undertook to abide by the Rules of the
Shed – this is one of the more important Rules!

Many Thanks to Bill Findley who has donated a spiffing basin and stand for use under the fresh water tank at
the back of the Shed – this will make getting water for the kitchen much easier and also will allow a more
ergonomically correct option for cleaning paint brushes, washing one’s hands after the loo etc. Many thanks also to
Daniel Anderson and Mark Garland for making the basin and stand ready for installation and then preparing the
ground and doing the installation.

Games/Recreation at the Shed or in the YVCC
Over the years we have gathered together a number of recreational assets that are not being used –
possibly because not too many of you know about these things. They include:





A ¾ size Billiards/pool table, balls, cues etc;
A full size table tennis table and balls (bring your own bats);
A 7-sided Card Table that is about to be finished and if needed we will keep it, otherwise it might
attract a very good price on EBay;
Dart Board and darts; and probably a few things I have forgotten.

The Shed is NOT a job centre – it is a place to go to enjoy yourselves and if games are your thing, why not
organise a competition, or just a social get together for those purposes? I have recently been asked by
one of our new members if anyone at the Shed would like to play Chess on a semi regular basis. A few
years ago we had a regular Friday afternoon cards event but it failed when one of the members moved
on and there were no longer enough people to fill the necessary seats.
I am about to organise a white board on the wall in the front room to the right hand side of the door
that opens into the workshop and will set it up so you can put your name down if you are interested in
hooking up with any members who might also be interested in your particular game of choice.
Also, don’t be shy, if you would like to introduce a game that we can play in the buildings or in the
grounds, why don’t we organise it? Some suggestions/ideas might include: Bocce (followed by pizza)?
Horseshoes (followed by sausage rolls)? Croquet (followed by cucumber sandwiches)? Badminton
(Shuttlecock) (followed by pies and mushy peas)? – the list is endless and we have lots of space. Maybe
there is a game you might like to suggest/help organise that would be ideal?
There are currently 18 half days in every week when the Shed is silent and unused (+ the 3 half days that
we are already there) – surely that is enough flexibility for some more social activity to be introduced –
but we need some new blood and organisers to get it going.
Start writing on that white board!

GST (goods and services trading) OR Lost and Found* - contact Richard
Rowan
*(I was LOST in my mess but I FOUND a solution at the Shed) – NB new items this week in red type.
If you would like to advertise anything: eg, ask for help, seek advice, offer a skill or anything else you can
think of that might benefit you or other members, contact Richard on 6226 6839, 0429 980 337 or

richard.rowan@ozemail.com.au.

Wanted - A set of drums to suit teenage boy. Preferably in “good” to “as new” condition. If you have a set
sitting in your garage, let me know and money could change hands.

For sale etc
Leon Garry (Binalong) has two water beds (one King size, one Queen size – both complete with bladders and both
having fitted drawers under. They are both in very good condition and he would like to hear from anyone who
might have a use for them (either as beds or as raw materials for some other purpose – apparently the timbers are
generous and of very good quality). If this appeals to you (either for Shed or private purposes), please call Leon
6227 4355 and talk to him. I get the feeling that he wants them gone.
We have lot of “good stuff” at the Shed. Come along, have a look and haggle/negotiate with us – we
do great deals! For the right price we will even part with stuff we think we might need! Don’t wait
for the Car Boot Sale – it might be gone by then!

Business(es) run by members that you might like to know about and support
Llewyn Dowling has set up a yard-tidying and rubbish removal business.

Llewyn is reliable, courteous, efficient
and does what he says he will do when he says he will do it. His quotes, too, are realistic and good value. Llewyn
holds Police Check clearances. Give Llewyn a call on 0498 120 985 – tell your friends too. I have had some very
good feedback from two Yass residents who saw the advert in the Messenger and engaged Llewyn. Both clients are
very satisfied and pleased with Llewyn’s work.
Llewyn is also a collector and is prepared to pay for any things you might have that are taking up space or that you
no longer need. He collects Old and Antique items including: Enamel signs, motor oil bottles, cow bells, camp ovens,
petrol bowsers, old tins, traps and old cordial bottles. If you have any old stuff that fits any of these categories or
something you think might interest Llewyn, give him a call – he is happy to come, have a look and make you an offer.
Llewyn’s phone number is 0498 120 985.

David Todd provides a full garden service (mowing, weeding, weed spraying, edging, pressure washing, clean up
jobs, rubbish removal). To do these jobs he has a Bobcat 42' zero turn mower, Honda push mower, Stihl brushcutter,
Stihl chainsaws, Honda blower, pole saw, rotary hoe, Honda Spitwater high pressure water blaster/cleaner. (David
will donate to the Shed $5 per hour when his service is used by Shed members!) Call David on 0499 055 219 and
don’t forget to tell him you are a Shed Members so the Shed will get his generous donation!
If any Shed members would like to advertise their business in the Messenger and have their expertise made known
to members, let me know. Try to keep the entry to Name, brief description and contact details please.

Understanding value (with thanks to Geoff Kell)
Four guys are walking down a street in Cooktown (QLD). They turn a corner and see a sign that says ‘Old
Timer’s Bar – All Drinks 10 cents!’
They look at each other, and then go in, thinking this is too good to be true.
The old bartender says in a voice that carries across the room, “Come in and let me pour one for you! What’ll it
be, gentlemen?”
There seems to be a fully stocked bar, so each of the men ask for a martini. In short order, the bartender serves
up four iced Martinis, shaken, not stirred and says, “That’ll be 10 cents each please”.
The four men stare at the bartender for a moment, then look at each other. They can’t believe their good luck.
They pay the 40 cents, finish their Martinis and order another round.
Again four excellent Martinis are produced and the bartender saying, “That’s 40 cents please”. They pay the 40
cents but their curiosity is more than they can stand. They have each had two Martinis and so far have spent
less than a dollar.

Finally one of the men says, “How can you afford to serve Martinis as good as these for only 10 cents each?”
“I’m a retired sailor from Sydney,” the bartender said, “and I always wanted to own a bar. Last year I hit the
Lottery for $25 million and decided to open this place. Every drink costs ten cents – wine, beer, liquor, it’s all
the same”.
“Wow!! That’s quite a story” says one of the men.
The four of them sipped at their Martinis and couldn’t help but notice seven other people at the end of the bar
who didn’t have drinks in front of them, and hadn’t ordered anything the whole time they were there. One man
gestures at the seven at the end of the bar without drinks and asks the bartender, “What’s with them?”
The bartender says, “Oh, they’re all grey nomads from the caravan park, waiting for happy hour when drinks
are half price”.
Statistics on sanity show that one out of every four persons is suffering from some kind of mental illness. Have a
look at your four closest friends. If they seem OK then it’s you!
Be satisfied with what you’ve got!
A young jackaroo from outback Queensland goes off to university, but halfway through the semester he has
squandered all of his money.
He calls home. 'Dad,' he says, 'you won't believe what modern education is developing.....they actually have a
program here in Brisbane that will teach our dog, Ol' Blue, how to talk.'
'That's amazing!' his Dad says. 'How do I get Ol' Blue in that program?'
Just send him down here with $2,000,' the young jackaroo says, 'I'll get him in the course.' So his father sends the
dog and $2,000.
About two-thirds through the semester, the money again runs out. The boy calls home.
'So how's Ol' Blue doing, son?' his father wants to know.
'Awesome! Dad, he's talking up a storm... But you just won't believe this. They've had such good results with talking,
they've begun to teach the animals how to read.'
'Read?' exclaims his father. 'No kidding! How do we get Ol' Blue in that program?'
'Just send $4,500. I'll get him in the class.'
The money promptly arrives. But our hero has a problem. At the end of the year, his father will find out the dog can
neither talk nor read. So he shoots the dog.
When he arrives home at the end of the year, his father is all excited. 'Where's Ol' Blue? I just can't wait to talk with
him, and see him read something!'
'Dad,' the boy says, 'I have some grim news. Yesterday morning, just before we left to drive home, Ol' Blue was in the
living room, kicked back in the recliner, reading the Wall Street Journal. Then he suddenly turned to me and asked,
'So, is your daddy still bonking that little redhead barmaid at the pub?''
The father groans and whispers, 'I hope you shot that bastard before he talks to your Mother!'
'I sure did, Dad!'
'That's my boy!' The kid went on to become a very successful lawyer.

Don’t forget!
Reward Points at Home Hardware
You can help us a lot by giving the Shed your points when you make a purchase at Home Hardware. Just ask the
cashier to “allocate the loyalty points to the Yass Valley Men’s Shed”. A number of members have made this a
regular practice and we have benefited to the extent that we can use the funds to replenish consumables (glues,
screws, sand papers etc etc from time to time). Think about it and help us out – please. It IS worth it.

General Invitation
If you would like to see any additional information in the Messenger or have any suggestions or contributions to
make, please feel free to contact me

Birthdays around this time
26/3: Rick Williams
27/3: Allan McGrath
9/4: Alistair McGregor
10/4: Ken Reidy
11/4: Roger Holgate
13/4: Brian Millett

26/4: Blake Swadling
1/5: Raja Ahluwalia
2/5: Ron Coleman
4/5: Ron Rouston
7/5: Tony Gough

Happy Birthdays, Chaps!!! (don’t forget, significant others are real people too – we are happy to wish them
“happy birthday” if you give me the details – this includes Canadians!)

w

Wayne Stuart
Secretary, Yass Valley Men's Shed
0419 292 022
secretary@yassmensshed.org.au
http://yassmensshed.org.au

