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The Yass Valley Men’s Shed is supported by and is very grateful for the support of the following entities:
Yass Valley Council, The NSW Coalition Government, NSW Local Member Minister Katrina Hodgkinson,
the Lansdowne Foundation, Yass Rotary Club, Yass Freemasons, Yass Lions Club, Southern Cable
Services, Yass Valley Physiotherapy, Yass & District Printing, The Yass Tribune, YassFM, KidsBlitz,
Steve Bugden Plumbing, IGA, Woolworths, Touie Smith Jnr, Goodradigbee Bookkeeping.
Please let me know if you think the list is missing an important sponsor/supporter.

For information on Shed Opening Times, regular events and contacts:
please click on this link
http://yassmensshed.org.au/
If you would like to read last fortnight’s Messenger – here is the link: http://yassmensshed.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/113-No-2-of-2014.pdf
You will find all the previous Messengers in the “Newsletter Archive” http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletterarchive – go back and dig out some YVMS history.

Download a Membership Form if you know someone who would like to join our Shed.
Click on this link http://yassmensshed.org.au/wp-content/uploads/YVMS-Membership-Application-Form.pdf and
print the form for them.

Calendar of upcoming events at the Shed (or elsewhere)
"Friday is the 14th February..(gentlemen if you have no idea then you need to get a referral and come see
me!!!)...so you have should have booked lunch..or...dinner...or both (Much better). NO Flowers...a gift...much more
meaningful, actually gives the impression that YOU thought and is long term......" end of FREE psychological
intervention...."Why bark when the shed has its own dog in this area"....R2
(Signed): Richard Rowan (Official Personal Psychologist and Language Adviser/Instructor/Demonstrator/Coach to
the YVMS)

Car Boot Sale at the Shed will be held on Saturday 5 April.

Len McGuigan will be organising on behalf of the
Shed and Rob Cameron will be organising on behalf of the U3A who are joining with us for the event. Planning for
this event will commence immediately – have a clean up and get rid of some of your excess stuff on 5 April! Talk to
Len or Rob about it if you are interested or would like t help out (it won’t happen without help!)

The YVMS Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday 24 April at 6.30pm.

This meeting will be
preceded by a very brief Membership Meeting at which a new Committee will be elected for the next year and which
will be endorsed at the AGM.


Members are urged to nominate for the Committee (7 members) and to nominate a role in which they
would like to serve – it is YOUR Shed – put something back! Your Shed needs fresh ideas and new directions
– the best way to get that is by having new blood on the Committee – it is NOT an onerous or difficult
commitment. The last thing we want is for those who have been serving for a long number of years to walk
away – too tired or disappointed at the commitment of fellow members to continue. There will be
nomination forms on the sign-in table from now on.



ALL members are warmly invited to come to the AGM and we will have another of our amazing Dinners
(already being planned by our Chef Extraordinaire).

ANZAC Day (Friday 25 April).

Richard Rowan and David Staines will, again, place a wreath at the cenotaph in
Comur Street on behalf of the Shed at the 11am service. In the week prior to the event, it would be appreciated if
anyone having Rosemary growing in good quantities could donate sufficient for a good sized wreath which we will
construct at the Shed.

Monday Night YassFM radio Mens’ Shed personalities’ interviews – There has been a change
from Mondays to Thursday nights – note well and listen in on Thursdays 6-7pm – the Richard Maxwell Drive Show.

News Review
Recent Committee Meeting
The Meeting was very successful with a number of decisions taken – especially about timing of events over the next
couple of months (see Calendar of Upcoming Events, above).
Before the meeting, Richard Rowan with help from Joe Morrissey, Tony Gough, Tony Warren and other valuable
helpers under strict control, supervision and harassment produced yet another amazing repast At the unheard of per
head price of around $5.26. When donations from the donation box were taken into account the cost per head
ended up somewhere slightly north of $2.50. Thanks very much to those members who help by “kicking the tin” on
these occasions – every little bit helps!
Many thanks also to Howard Hollingsworth. Much of the salad vegetables came freshly picked from Howard’s
garden on the very afternoon. The only way it could have been fresher is if you actually bit into it while it was still on
the plant!

The Minutes of the meeting have been finalised and sent to all members with Email and for those without email, the
Minutes are available at the Shed.

Rotary Donation
The Rotary Club of Yass,
represented by Coxy (the
President) and Gibbsie (the
Secretary) visited the Shed on
Thursday to present their very
generous donation of a
Defibrillator valued at $2,000.
Thanks very much to Rotary, this
is both a very generous and most
appreciated donation.
Watch this space for news of a how to use the defibrillator and also how to do CPR demos coming soon.

Yass Pharmacy Donation
Yass Pharmacy has donated $150 to the Shed. Apparently they produce an excellent calendar each year which they
give free to their clients. This year, they placed a “gold coin” donation box next to the free calendars. This little
stratagem raised some $300 of which $150 has been donated to the CWA and $150 to the Shed. A Certificate of
Appreciation and Letter of Thanks has been delivered to the Pharmacy.
Next time you go in, make sure you tell the Yass Pharmacy team just how much we appreciate their support!

Roger’s Tulip Turning Workshop
You might recall that Roger Holgate was scheduled to hold a tulip
turning workshop yesterday using a block of wood and one of our wood
lathes.
He did, there was a very good turnout to see how he makes flowers that
look like these  and he has asked me to include this note from him:
“A big thank you to all who took an interest in our wood lathe demo today.
It was encouraging to see more than the usual numbers in the sign-in
book despite the extremely hot weather.
Regards to all,
Roger.”

Containers at the Shed
The DA approval process is now well under way and has passed the consultation with the public and also approval by
staff processes. It now remains to be approved by Council at an upcoming meeting of Councillors.
The Planning Department at the Council has sent a letter to the Shed advising that the DA has been received, has
been given a number: 5.2013.257.1 and advising that if we are keen, we will be able to track the progress of this DA
on the YVC’s DA Tracking Site (go to www.yassvalley.nsw.gov.au and click on “Track my DA”). You can find the DA by
using the application number: 257 and the year 2013. They advise that information is updated overnight each night.

We have advised the Council that Len McGuigan will be the coordinator of works for this project.
Funding for the Containers is also advanced with the NSW Government grant money ($10,000) expected to arrive in
our bank account on 20 February.
The process of finding the best source and prices for the containers is in its final stages and I hope to advise the
decision and plans for purchasing, preparing the site, delivery timings, fit out and commissioning over the next
couple of Messengers.
We will need significant volunteer help with some of the later tasks – so please help us when the call comes if you
can.

Help eradicate Myna Birds in the Yass Valley
Look at this website for more info:
http://www.feralscan.org.au/mynascan/pagecontent.aspx?page=my
na_aboutmynascan
Or contact Ross Webster at rosswebster@westnet.com.au
Ross can help if you think you have an infestation and you would like
to access a trap to help in this eradication program.

Important Research Project – please help if you can

Are you from Western, Northern or Central Victoria, Southern NSW or Eastern
South Australia?
Are you an adult member of a farming family?
Have you lost someone close to you through suicide, accidental death,
homicide or a death by unknown cause or intent?
Mrs Alison Kennedy, Associate Professor Myfanwy Maple and Dr Kathy McKay from The University of New England's
Collaborative Research Network, and Associate Professor Susan Brumby from the National Centre for Farmer Health
are seeking male and female adult members of farming families, who would be willing to share their experiences of
the death of someone close to them by suicide, accidental death, homicide, or a death through unknown cause or
intent.
Participation in this research involves the completion of a survey questionnaire and an in-depth conversation, which
will be possible via email, telephone or, where suitable, face-to-face. All participants, and any information they
provide to the research project, will be treated confidentially.

For more information on the project, please phone Alison Kennedy at the National Centre for Farmer Health on (03)
5551 8587, email akenne31@myune.edu.au or leave a message at 0499 752 130.
Other researchers involved in this project can also be contacted:
Associate Professor Myfanwy Maple at UNE on (02) 6773 3661
Dr Kathy McKay at UNE on (02) 6773 3443m
Associate Professor Susan Brumby at NCFH on (03) 5551 8460
This project has been approved by the Human Research Ethics Committee of the University of New England (Approval
No.HE13-047, Valid to 13/06/2014).
"This CRN project is supported by the Department of Industry, Innovation, Science, Research and Tertiary Education"

Good deal on Fire Extinguisher + Fire Blanket and First Aid Kit!!
A bloke called Daniel Boyle who owns and runs a business called “Impulse Marketing Concepts” called at the Shed a
couple of Thursdays back selling very good quality items as follows:
 1kg ABE dry powder Fire Extinguisher with stainless steel fittings suitable for all fires + Fire Blanket (5 year
warranty) $60
 300 piece First Aid Kit in a soft carry case. RRP $149.95 – now $80.
If you need either or both of these items (or think they would be good gifts for loved ones etc) please contact Daniel
direct as follows:
Mobile: 0417 332 991
Email: db.gocats@gmail.com

Tuesday morning Exercise Classes – 11am to noon

You, too, can do stuff like this (and look this good while doing it!) The exercises are not stressful and
concentrate on balance and core strength.

Come along and join us We usually have about a 50/50 men/women
contingent. Tell/invite your friends!
The contributions made by members of the Exercise group each week ($5 per person per session) are
being saved in the YVMS Good Deeds Fund for use when we would like to help out, but our normal
resources don’t cover the extra cost. In recent times this fund would have been helpful for the BlazeAid
cooking efforts, to offset some of the BlazeAid boxes costs the Shed absorbed and other good things we
do that stretch the budget.

Membership News
 Membership has moved to 93, the latest new member being Geoffrey Fisher who joined the Shed during the
week. Welcome Geoffrey and Happy Birthday for Australia Day just gone – we hope to see lots of you at the
Shed over the coming years.

GST (goods and services trading) OR Lost and Found* - contact Richard Rowan
*(I was LOST in my mess but I FOUND a solution at the Shed) – NB new items this week in red type.
If you would like to advertise anything: eg, ask for help, seek advice, offer a skill or anything else you can
think of that might benefit you or other members, contact Richard on 6226 6839, 0429 980 337 or

richard.rowan@ozemail.com.au.

For sale etc
60 litre (2.2 cu ft) GMC Electric Cement Mixer – in good condition $250. Call 6226 3534
We have lot of “good stuff” at the Shed (including 4 recently arrived good quality dining chairs and 2
heavy duty plastic recliner chairs for outside use (by the pool etc). Come along, have a look and
haggle/negotiate with us – we do great deals! For the right price we will even part with stuff we
think we might need!

Organised Entertainment outings?
Apparently Dendy (Civic), Palace Cinema (New Acton) and Capitol (Manuka) all screen from time to time direct
screenings of major entertainments such as Operas, Ballets and Plays from London West End and the Shakespeare
Globe Theatre, Paris Opera and the New York Metropolitan Opera (the Met). Here is the Dendy website as an
example: http://www.dendy.com.au/Promotion/Dendy-Arts-2013-2014-Season
Joe Morrissey would like to hear if there is any interest in us organising a group to go to specific screenings on
selected occasions during the year. If you are interested (in principle), can you let Joe know
(joe.morrissey49@gmail.com or 0412 258 300) and if there is enough interest, we will decide how excursions to
special events might be organised and managed.

Business(es) run by members that you might like to know about and support
Llewyn Dowling has set up a yard tidying and rubbish removal business.

Llewyn is reliable, courteous, efficient
and does what he says he will do when he says he will do it. His quotes, too, are realistic and good value. Llewyn
holds Police Check clearances. Give Llewyn a call on 0498 120 985 – tell your friends too. I have had some very
good feedback from two Yass residents who saw the advert in the Messenger and engaged Llewyn. Both clients are
very satisfied and pleased with Llewyn’s work.

David Todd provides a full garden service (mowing, weeding, weed spraying, edging, pressure washing, clean up
jobs, rubbish removal). To do these jobs he has a Bobcat 42' zero turn mower, Honda push mower, Stihl brushcutter,
Stihl chainsaws, Honda blower, pole saw, rotary hoe, Honda Spitwater high pressure water blaster/cleaner. (David
will donate to the Shed $5 per hour when his service is used by Shed members!) Call David on 0499 055 219 and
don’t forget to tell him you are a Shed Members so the Shed will get his generous donation!
If any Shed members would like to advertise their business in the Messenger and have their expertise made known
to members, let me know. Try to keep the entry to Name, brief description and contact details please.

Photos from the Archives
Because very few of you are providing photos for this series, the Editor has had to dredge his own barrel-bottom and
double up on subjects again:

 This is the Editor way back in 1963 on
the day that he turned 17. In the
foreground, the birthday cake, in the
background the car (dark blue turret, pale
blue body – dubbed by the family “The
Blue Flyer”) in which he had just passed
his driving test in a very small (population
approx 350), one-policeman, NSW town.
The test went something like this:
Me: “Good morning Sergeant, I have come to
do my driving test”
Him: “Have you got an appointment, son?”
Me: “No, I didn’t realise I needed one, can I
make an appointment please?”

Me: “Yes please”
Him: “That your Dad’s car?”
Me: “Yes”
Him: “Do you reckon you know all the Road Rules?”
Me: “Yes, Sergeant – I have been studying them carefully”.
Him: “Who taught you, your Dad?”
Me: “Yes, Sergeant”
Him: “He’s a pretty good driver – it’s a bit busy today - here’s your licence”.

Him: “No, it’s pretty quiet today – last
licence test I did was about 18 months
ago. Happy to do it now?”

I have had some good feedback on this little series of “Way back when” photos – but not many offers. Send me
some more so we can keep this going, have some fun with “memory lane” and perhaps learn a thing or two about
our members’ pasts. Canadians are welcome to join in (although in their case it will, most likely, be sleds, snow
shoes and skis not wheels)!

Aaah, even smart business owners need to be careful..... ! Many thanks to Roger Holgate for this one
All of the following are legitimate companies, who didn't spend quite enough time considering how
their online name might appear! These are not made up. Check them out yourself!
1. 'Who Represents' is where you can find the name of the agent that represents any Hollywood
celebrity. Their Web site is: www.whorepresents.com
2. 'Experts Exchange' is a knowledge base where computer programmers can exchange advice and
views at: www.expertsexchange.com
3. Looking for a great pen? Look no further than 'Pen Island' It can be found at: www.penisland.net
4. Need a therapist? Try 'Therapist Finder' at: www.therapistfinder.com
It looks like they might have worked out that this name is a bit “iffy” - but to prove Roger
(and I ) don’t lie – here is a screen shot of an article about the site recently:

1. www.therapistfinder.com
Although well known, this is the URL that made us laugh the hardest. If you’re looking for a therapist, this
Californian site can help you find one. However, it’s all too easy to mis-read it as The Rapist Finder, which is
presumably why the domain now redirects to www.counselingcalifornia.com.
Similarly, a website called www.therapistschoice.com is now occupied by a ‘typo-squatting’ site which
simply contains links to other sites.
Although this URL links to a more thoughtfully named site, it still works
5. For the Chefs, how about a Finnish cooking site? www.apetit.com
6.'IP computer' software, there's always: www.ipanywhere.com
7. And the designers at 'Speed of Art' await you at their wacky Web site:
http://www.speedofart.com

Don’t forget!
Reward Points at Home Hardware
You can help us a lot by giving the Shed your points when you make a purchase at Home Hardware. Just ask the
cashier to “allocate the loyalty points to the Yass Valley Men’s Shed”. A number of members have made this a
regular practice and we have benefited to the extent that we can use the funds to replenish consumables (glues,
screws, sand papers etc etc from time to time). At last report we now have about $5 in credit following a
redemption of some $60 on consumables that we have been fast depleting. Think about it and help us out – please.
It IS worth it.

General Invitation
If you would like to see any additional information in the Messenger or have any suggestions or contributions to
make, please feel free to contact me

Birthdays around this time
18/1:
20/1:
24/1:
26/1:

Bradley Foxlewin
Rod Therkelssen
Bob Small
Geoffrey Fisher

11/2:
19/2:
21/2:
22/2:

Tim Slattery
Ron McGrath, Ron Barton
Lachlan Brodrick
Jim Wickham, Des Hore

Happy Birthdays Chaps!!! (don’t forget, significant others are real people too – we are happy to wish them
“happy birthday” if you give me the details – this includes Canadians!)

w

Wayne Stuart
Secretary, Yass Valley Men's Shed
0419 292 022
secretary@yassmensshed.org.au
http://yassmensshed.org.au

