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A sincere wish for all Men’s Shed
members (including our Canadian
brothers) to really enjoy a happy and
fulfilling Christmas and the very best
of good fortune for 2014.
We have had a great 2013 – stand by
for what is in store for next year!!

Christmas/New Year break: The Shed
will be closed from Friday 20
December and will
Re-open on Tuesday 7 January 2014.
This will be the last Messenger for 2013.

Important regular events @ the Shed
Every Monday – 6-7pm

Shed Show on Yass FM (100.3) You will have to tune in to hear the
mystery of the Shed Rep solved for this week. (don’t expect it over the
Christmas / New Year break)

Every Tuesday, 9-10am

S&M or CoT – not telling you what this is – you will just have to come
along! After 10am the VALMAR boys arrive for their weekly activity and
special brand of fun.

Every Tuesday, 11am to Noon

YVMS Exercise class – concentrating on flexibility, balance and feeling
good.

Every First Wednesday of the Month,
10 to 11.30am

Morning Tea at the Shed – No workshop noise to distract from good
conversation, coffee, tea and cake. Next one is Wednesday 5 Feb

2014

YVMS Website
 Have a surf – enjoy yourselves! www.yassmensshed.org.au
 You will find all the previous Messengers in the “Newsletter Archive – go back and dig out some YVMS
history.
 We also have a number of interesting and helpful links to other Sheds and worthwhile organisations.

Calendar of upcoming events at the Shed (or elsewhere)
Watch this space for things to do and celebrate with us in 2014!!

News Review
Containers at the Shed
Following the wonderful and very generous donation of $10,000 from the NSW Coalition Government, we have now
moved on to the next stages:
1. Len McGuigan and Wayne Stuart met with Council last Tuesday and lodged paperwork (Development
Application) that will, hopefully, lead to approval for the Containers to be placed on site at the Shed; and
2. A number of members are hard at it trying to locate and cost available containers, investigate the possibility of
them being pre-fitted out and the logistics and costs involved in getting to site and placed on approved
foundations.
Sometime in the New Year, we will need a working bee to construct those necessary foundations.
ONE IMPORTANT ISSUE TO NOTE: Once again, the Yass Valley Council has provided the Shed with significant
assistance in that the lodgement fee for the DA is being absorbed by the Council. We were not game to ask the
actual fee – but we know it would have been considerable. Next time you hear someone criticising the Council, give
them some positive feedback concerning how the Council supports and helps the Shed! Special thanks to David
Rowe, Paul De Szell and Tony Stevens all of whom were actively involved in assisting Len and Wayne with a painless
DA application process.

Special Event at the Shed – Wednesday 11 December
There was a good turnout (around 40!!) of members and community members at the Shed on Wednesday 11
December to welcome
The Member for Burrinjuck and Minister for Primary Industries, and Minister for Small Business,

The Hon. Katrina HODGKINSON, MP
Who presented the Shed with a cheque for $10,000 on behalf of the NSW Coalition Government

Dave Staines (VP), Minister Katrina Hodgkinson and President Len McGuigan all enjoying $10,000!

Everyone else also enjoying the $10,000!

The grant was made following yet another persuasive and professional application made on our behalf by our Grants
Co-ordinator Extraordinary, Dara Madden.
The NSW Government Grant has been provided to fund the 2 x 40 foot containers we have planned to purchase for
some time now.
Many thanks to Katrina and to the NSW Coalition Government – this is the second $10,000 grant this Government
has provided to our Shed in the last 18 months! Here is Katrina’s own media release on the full $60,000 in grants
she has handed out in recent days: http://katrinahodgkinson.com/katrina-announces-yass-valley-communitybuilding-partnership-grants/
Richard Rowan (R22) and his band of willing workers turned on a great lunch which was very efficiently scoffed by
the 40 or so members of the Shed and the community who attended.

Help eradicate Myna Birds in the Yass Valley
The Shed has agreed to assist the local
Council in controlling and hopefully, over
time, eradicating Myna birds in the Valley.
The Council has provided two traps for this
purpose and these traps can be located
anywhere that a sighting of Myna birds is
made with a view to collecting as many of
these pests as possible and destroying
them.
The bird is quite distinctive and easily
recognised 

Myna birds are an introduced pest that impact on our biodiversity, primary producers, and our urban landscapes.
They are known to have displaced or significantly impacted on many Australian bird species. Have you noticed a
reduction on the numbers of Rosellas, Superb Blue Wrens etc?
If you want more details, have a look at this website:
http://www.feralscan.org.au/mynascan/pagecontent.aspx?page=myna_aboutmynascan
Or contact Ross Webster at rosswebster@westnet.com.au
Ross can help if you think you have an infestation and you would like to access a trap to help in this eradication
program.

Valmar Members’ last day for 2013

Zac with the dolls’ house he built with
the assistance of Richard Rowan and
Andrew. This has been a great effort
on all their parts.

Lachlan with his amazing sculpture – “The
Thing” which he knocked up at the Shed
using the metal shop and welding gear.
Well done, Lachlan – this is a terrific job!

Andrew and the Dolls’ house he, Zac and
Richard Rowan completed last Tuesday.
The boys have also made a full range of
furniture for each room of the houses
including kitchen, lounge, bathroom
toilet!! Etc.

The Valmar boys very generously
and kindly invited the Shed
members to a Christmas BBQ at
Riverside park on their last day at
the Shed for 2013.
Mark  looking like he might
have found something interesting
that could still be alive in
amongst the sausages.
The engine room  don’t know
what happened to the Valmar
boys – they were in shot when I
lined it up!
Many thanks to Roger, Allan, Richard, Al, Tony, David and all who have helped mentor and show these boys a thing
or two this year. Thanks also to Valmar Management for trusting us with this important, but more importantly, fun
time for the Shed members who have really enjoyed the interaction with these great young men.

Secret Santa/Kris Kringle
The final Shed activity for 2013 was
another raging success! Numbers were
down, but partying was up!
As you can tell from the photo, a very
good response to the Secret Santa for the
Shed effort resulted in some useful and on
occasions, hilarious “gifts” for the Shed
emerging from the wrapping, the best of
which, perhaps, was the Swear Tin, here
proudly and manfully demonstrated by an
anonymous member who, some think,
might be one of its likely most frequent
users?
Richard Rowan, formerly known as R2 but
who now rejoices in the moniker R22
having recently been informally and
illegally awarded an honorary Michelin 2
stars, once again managed to turn on a $30
per head feast for the paltry sum of around
$3 per head. How this bloke isn’t helping
Nigella or Jamie make even more money
escapes me! (I think it escapes him as well!)
As for these latter two photos:
As you can tell,  I’ve been framed!! (not
only is it a mocked-up medication box, but
someone else is holding it and if it was
mine, would I look that happy if it was in
someone else’s hands? No? I rest my
case!
And here is Boz looking the part having
just accepted responsibility for keeping the
smallest room in the house fully stocked
with Secret Santa supplies. All we can say,
Boz, is “thank you from the hearts of our
bottoms!”

Tuesday morning Exercise Classes – 11am to noon
 Classes are suspended until Tuesday 7 January 2014 when you will all be most
welcome to come along and join us again. We usually have about a 50/50 men/women
contingent. 
The contributions made by members of the Exercise group each week ($5 per person per session) are
being saved in the YVMS Good Deeds Fund for use when we would like to help out, but our normal
resources don’t cover the extra cost. In recent times this fund would have been helpful for the BlazeAid
cooking efforts, to offset some of the BlazeAid boxes costs the Shed absorbed and other good things we
do that stretch the budget.

Membership News
 Our most esteemed Co-Patron and honorary member, Mayor Rowena Abbey recently lost her father who
passed away in the last week or so. On behalf of the Committee and all Members, I send our very best
wishes to Rowena and her family at this sad time.
 Our other Co-Patron, former Mayor Nic Carmody and his family, are also struggling with some difficult news.
Nic’s wife has recently been diagnosed with a serious condition. We also send Nic and his family our best
wishes and hope Darlene has a speedy and full recovery.
 Don’t forget to support Ken Reidy’s grandson, James, in his Movember fundraising project:
http://au.movember.com/mospace/1416998. It is timely to think that any donation you make could save
your life or that of your child or grandchild. My latest check of the website indicates that some $32,767 has
been raised by the two linked events in James’ name. What a great effort. I bet Ken and Margaret are very
proud of him! I don’t think it is too late to donate – give it a go anyway!
 The YVMS website now has a Membership Application form that can be downloaded and printed should
someone ask you the question.

GST (goods and services trading) OR Lost and Found* - contact Richard
Rowan
*(I was LOST in my mess but I FOUND a solution at the Shed)

Attention Collectors!
A large collection of Beer Mats has been delivered to the
Shed. Here is a very few of them to give you an idea
Perhaps there is someone out there who collects such
things?
I have not examined all of them, but there seem to be
multiple copies of at least some examples.
The whole collection would probably fill a large shoe box.
Make us an offer and they are all yours!

For sale etc
We have lot of “good stuff” at the Shed – who knows but it might be just what you are looking for
and could be surplus to our requirements.
In any case, come along and haggle/negotiate with us – we do great deals! For the right price we will
even part with stuff we think we might need!
If you would like to advertise anything: eg, ask for help, seek advice, offer a skill or anything else you can
think of that might benefit you or other members, contact Richard

Richard (R2) Rowan is managing this column on behalf of all Shed members. The way it
works is that you give Richard the info – I will publish it here with your contact details, and
hordes of Shed members will then contact you (and both of you will be happy).
Richard can be contacted on 6226 6839, 0429 980 337 or richard.rowan@ozemail.com.au.

New Business in town
Llewyn Dowling is setting up a yard tidying and rubbish removal business.

He will do a great job for you with no
fuss. He is very reliable, courteous, efficient and does what he says he will do when he says he will do it. His quotes,
too, are realistic and good value.
Llewyn holds Police Check clearances.
If you need something done, give Llewyn a call on 0498 120 985 – tell your friends too.

Photos from the Archives
In case you are struggling with this one,
this is Len McGuigan (yep, the same bloke
accepting the cheque from Katrina above)
way back in 1961 when:








The car to own was a Simca (“Some
car that Simca!”)
Len was really tall (he weighed the
same then as he does now – he has
just got a bit more compact);
Wearing budgy smugglers was not a
sin;
A hat that didn’t protect you from the
sun was not a big deal;
Parking in the middle of one of the
busiest highways on the entire east
coast (The Princes Highway at Cann
River) just so one can have one’s
photo taken was not only NOT an
offence, but it was also extremely
safe; and
The world was much less colourful
than it is today

I have had some good feedback on this little series of “Way back when” photos.
Send me some more (of

YOU!) and I’ll try to make you look as good as Len!

General Invitation
If you would like to see any additional information in the Messenger or have any suggestions or contributions to
make, please feel free to contact me

Careful..... !
It was a romantic full moon, when Pedro said,
"Hey, mamacita, let's do Weeweechu."
Oh no, not now, let's look at the moon!" said
Rosita.
Oh, c'mon baby, let's you and I do Weeweechu.
I love you and it's the perfect time," Pedro
begged.
"But I wanna just hold your hand and watch the
moon." replied Rosita.
Please, corazoncito, just once, do Weeweechu
with me."
Rosita looked at Pedro and said, "OK, one time,
we'll do Weeweechu."
Pedro grabbed his guitar and they both sang.....
"Weeweechu a Merry Christmas, Weeweechu a
Merry Christmas,

Weeweechu a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year."
Best wishes for the festive season from the (layabout, slave-driving) Editor and the (hard working and put-upon)
Staff of the Men’s Shed Messenger to all Shed Members and their partners and families and especially to anyone
who happens across this newsletter on the Net or on the YVMS Website.

Don’t forget!
S&M at the Shed 9-10am on Tuesdays
– if you don’t come, you will never know what your mates are up to..... And DON”T try to find out by asking a
member who does attend on Tuesdays – they will not tell you , you will just have to come. Support your Shed, we
are trying our best to make it interesting for you.

Exercise Classes @ the Shed – Tuesdays 11am to noon – NOTE THE NEW TIME but now in
abeyance until Tuesday 17 January!
We are now saving the $5 contribution per person per session in a YVMS Good Deeds Fund, from which we will fund
the costs of projects that are worthy of support – but for which we would otherwise not have funding from our
normal income resources.

Reward Points at Home Hardware
You can help us a lot by giving the Shed your points when you make a purchase at Home Hardware. Just ask the
cashier to “allocate the loyalty points to the Yass Valley Men’s Shed”. A number of members have made this a
regular practice and we have benefited to the extent that we can use the funds to replenish consumables (glues,
screws, sand papers etc etc from time to time) – so it IS worth it. Think about it and help us out – please.

Birthdays around this time
10/12:
15/12:
17/12:
18/12:
19/12:

Curtis Cox
Andrew Todd, Michael Hawkins
Duncan McGregor
Bob Frank, Don McCann
Ray Hill

20/12: Dara Madden
27/12: Russell Hill
29/12: Harold O’Brien, Mark Garland
30/12: Paul Heath
6/1: Robert McGregor
11/1: John Backhouse
12/1: Geoff Frost

Happy Birthdays Chaps!!! (don’t forget, significant others are real people too – we are happy to wish them
“happy birthday” if you give me the details – this includes Canadians!)

Shed Opening Times and opening volunteers
Tuesdays –
9am to noon
Full Shed Activity
YVMS
Richard Rowan
6226 6839

Tuesdays
2 - 3pm
Exercise Classes
YVCC
Wayne Stuart
0419 292 022

st

1 Wednesday
10 – 11.30am Coffee &
Conversation
YVMS

Thursdays
2 – 5pm
Full Shed Activity
YVMS

Len McGuigan
6226 1549

Joe Morrissey
0412 258 300

Phil O’Brien
6226 2168

Richard Saxby
0408 802 411

Saturdays
noon to 4pm
Full Shed Activity
YVMS
Joe Morrissey is currently
doing this for us (sometimes) –
but he cannot commit full
time. Thanks vm Joe!
Hopefully one of our regulars
will manage to attend each
Saturday so the Shed opens.
No guarantees!

At all other times, if you are passing and see the doors open, please feel welcome and free to call in!

We like to have at least two volunteers for opening/closing duties to help share the load. If you can help by
nominating to open/close the Shed (either on one of the regular days – or you would like the Shed to open at some
other time and you are prepared to do the honours), please let me know and we’ll make the arrangements.
Some of the current YVMS contacts and “Code Holders” (should you wish to access the Shed out of normal
hours):

Ray Hill
Wayne Stuart
Reg Moebus
Roger Holgate
Dave Staines
w

Wayne Stuart
Secretary, Yass Valley Men's Shed
0419 292 022
secretary@yassmensshed.org.au
http://yassmensshed.org.au

6226 3344
0419 292 022
6227 3238
6226 1664
0408 340 040

rayhill01@dodo.com.au
wayne@stuartoz.com
wargeila@bigpond.com
roger42@dodo.com.au
yccc@dodo.com.au

