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Sunday 29 September 2013 

 

If you want to see previous editions of the Messenger, you can find them all on the YVMS Website at this address 
(just click on it): http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive 

 

The change in picture banner (to the one above) has evoked some interest – a couple of members have 
let me know that they prefer the picture we have been using for a number of years, now (the photo of 
the Yass Railway Bridge).  Some others have provided other photos (I have collected them in a collage 

below – let me know if you like or prefer one of them – or BETTER STILL, send me your own suggestions 
and photo essays. 

 

Important regular events @ the Shed 
 

Every Monday – 6-7pm Shed Show on Yass FM (100.3) This coming Monday you will have to tune in 
to hear the mystery of the Shed Rep solved for this week. 

  

Every Tuesday, 9-10am S&M – not telling you what this is – you will just have to come along!  

  

Every Tuesday, 2 to 3pm YVMS Exercise class – concentrating on flexibility, balance and feeling good.  

  

Every First Wednesday of the 
Month, 10 to 11.30am  

Morning Tea at the Shed – No workshop noise to distract from good 

conversation, coffee, tea and cake.  Next one is Wednesday 2nd October 

 
 

 

Calendar of upcoming events at the Shed (or elsewhere) 
 

Put these dates in your diary –you will NOT want to miss these! 
 

 
 

http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive


Next YVMS Health Seminar – Alzheimer’s – Thursday 31 October 
 
We now have firm information to provide on our next Seminar.  We will be using the information (below) in our 
publicity and flyers which we will try to install all over town in the next couple of weeks: 
 

 

          

The Yass ValleY Men’s shed and alzheiMer’s ausTralia 
 

Are proud to present an important community information night 

 

 

‘Your Brain Matters’   
a risk reduction program that guides people on how to look after their brain health. 

 

 

The program will be presented by: 
Libby Smith and Verity Jackson  

Dementia Advisors for Alzheimer’s Australia, NSW. 
 
 
To live a brain-healthy life, you need to look after your brain, your body and your heart. 
 
The presentation will cover: 
 risk factors of dementia,  
 common  memory problems,  
 factors that affect memory and thinking,  
 what to do if you are worried about your memory or someone close to you,  
 symptoms of dementia,  
 tips on living a brain healthy life.   

 
Where:       Yass Valley Community Centre, 1428 Yass Valley Way, North Yass 

(next door to the Men’s Shed) 
When:        Thursday 31 October 2013 commencing at 7.00 PM.  The Yass Masons 

will provide their famous pre-seminar barbecue commencing at 6pm. 

 
All members of the Yass Valley Community (Men and Women) are warmly invited to attend 
this important and informative health seminar.  
 
RSVP:  the YVMS Secretary, Wayne Stuart on 0419 292 022 or by email 
secretary@yassmensshed.org.au  

mailto:secretary@yassmensshed.org.au
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Let me know if you want to organise an event – or if you want me to advertise an event, and IT WILL BE 
DONE! 
 

News Review 
 
 

Briefly...... 
 

Generous Donation 
 
This Chap (James Coomb from the Blue Mountains ) showed 
up at the Shed last Saturday afternoon while we were all there 
hard at work chewing the fat. 
 
He wandered over to us and mentioned that he was here for 
the Turning Wave Festival and had brought his bagpipes with 
him.  He had, earlier in the day, been busking with those 
bagpipes in Comur Street and had a sign on his collection “hat” 
saying something to the effect: “all proceeds to a worthy Yass 
charity”. 
 
His problem was what to do with the proceeds, and while 
driving past the Shed, noticed it was open and decided to 
present us with his takings $48.35!! 
 
Many thanks from all the members of the Men’s Shed, James – 
we hope you are on line sometime and see this 
acknowledgement and thanks. 

 

 

Grants update 
 
Our tame Grants Guru (Dara Madden) has reported in recent times that two of our submissions have been 
unsuccessful in the last couple of weeks: 
 
 A submission for $5,000 lodged with the Lansdowne Foundation (the Murdock Family) – we were hoping to 

use this grant to purchase a versatile  public address system for our Seminars and similar events.  We have to 
borrow one for these events currently. 

 
 A submission for $5,000 to Australia Post’s “Our Neighbourhood Grant” program – this application was 

intended to fund our community Computer project in which we would do one-on-one familiarisation for 
anyone wanting to learn the basics for free and away from the competitiveness of the classroom. 

 
We still have one active submission in place, this one for $10,000 from the NSW Government – this one is to fund 
the purchase and installation of 2 forty foot containers one for a metal shop (to separate it from the wood working 
areas and to provide more space and safety for users) and the second for storage.  We are hoping this one might be 
successful and be announced in the very near future. 
 
 

Insurance update 
 
Following the Committee meeting held at the Shed a couple of Saturdays ago, during which it was agreed that we 
need to update our insurance to cover two areas that had been identified as important for the Shed, Reg Moebus 
has now completed that task and we can all relax and feel comfortable that we now have effective and suitable 
protection for the Shed, its members, our assets and our visitors.  More than that, Reg has managed to get this 
insurance for us at a very significant saving (on a per member basis) compared with our previous insurer. 



 
Notwithstanding this very significant saving, the cost of insurance per member actually exceeds the amount of the 
annual fee per member – so it has also been decided to look at membership fees when the next AGM comes 
around.  I can assure members that we will endeavour as far as humanly possible to keep membership fees at the 
current level which has operated since we kicked off early in 2008. 
 
The new insurance now covers: 
 
 Public Liability;  
 Fire and theft;  
 Members cover (for injuries etc members might suffer while volunteering at the Shed or elsewhere); and  
 Association risk (should the Committee make a decision that could result in some kind of exposure of Shed 

members). 
 
 

BlazeAid project – equipment boxes. 
 

We have completed the 
BlazeAid Project in which we 
volunteered to build 5 boxes 
designed to store and 
transport the BlazeAid “Wakka 
Packers” (4 stroke star picket 
drivers). 
 
Many thanks to the members 
who assisted on this project – 
most of whom you see with 
the Boxes in the photo. 
 
Those who helped were: (L to 
R) David Staines, Len 
McGuigan, Roger Holgate and 
Wayne Stuart.  Joe Morrissey 
(who was also involved) is the 
strange looking bloke in the 
next panel who provided this 
photo (he didn’t trust us to 
show him to best advantage). 

 

 
Joe (the Builder) Morrissey 

 

 
Detail of the YVMS brand burned into 
each box (the branding iron is from a 

design by Richard Rowan and the 
metal working skills of Roger Holgate). 

 

Cooma Cottage fence restoration project.   
 
The Shed has been invited to do much of the fence building work – primarily the painting and fixing of the pickets 
(some 500 of them) to the fence railings.  All of this work will be done on site at Cooma Cottage.  The benefit for the 
Shed is that we will be paid $2,500 if we do that job and do it well. 
 
I have now had some indicative responses to the call for volunteers. 
 
I will let you know when the project is likely to start – perhaps other volunteers are waiting for that information 
before committing?. 
 
 

Yass Rotary will fund the construction of two billy carts for use by members of the public in the billy cart derby 
at the Classic Yass Festival weekend in November.   Roger Holgate, the VALMAR boys and Al Phemister, have made 
good progress on this project. 



SCOOP!! 
 

In the age-old style of secret reporting and scoops by 
motoring magazine spies and reporters, we have this 
secretly obtained photo of the Men’s Shed version of 
the 2013 Billycart on the testing and treacherous 
Nürburgring circuit at 1428 Yass Valley Way. 
 
You will notice that it is cleverly disguised to look a 
bit like an old wheelie bin – but trust me – this is a 
rocket! 
 
In case you are wondering The Stig (otherwise 
known as that famous ex test-pilot and former Space 
Hero – Buck (Rogers) Holgate is not as well disguised 
as the billy cart. I sincerely hope you noticed the 
safety gear (crash hat, dual brakes etc) – we do 
things properly at the SHED! 
 
The only criticism of this design I have heard so far is 
that you need 8 foot arms to reach the brake 
handles. 

 

 
 

The Shed – How I See It (an anonymous contribution received from a concerned member this week).   
 
Love me or hate me, it doesn’t matter, but this is how I see things relating to our Shed. 
 
We have a great and successful community amenity developed and maintained by the usual dedicated few, who, no 
doubt get a great sense of achievement for their efforts.  While it is not necessarily a job centre, there are always a 
lot of little things requiring attention which could make life a little easier for those few. 
 
With 80 plus members of the Men’s Shed it would be really nice to see a little more member involvement in day to 
day running and maintenance.    (It is all the little things that count) 
 
There is always an abundance of little things requiring attention to try and make the shed more appealing and 
attractive to ourselves, our visitors, and the general public.   Also please consider the generosity of the local Council 
who have made this facility available to us, it is the duty of the members to put in a joint effort in keeping the place 
presentable. 
 
There are members already taking care of certain things, but there is a limit both time and energy wise. 
 
For example, if half of the membership put in a quarter of an hour per week on average there would be very little, if 
anything, left to do.   Barely a handful of members are trying to cover these little things.   The risk is that in time they 
will run out of energy. 
 

Practical Jobs & “Little Things” needing attention.  
1.  Make up suitable overflow pipe for the last water tank. 

2. Make up and fit doors to lower tool cupboard. 

3. Fit cover boards to front of YVCC to stop bird fouling. 

4. Repair puncture on loan wheel barrow. 

5. Rake up loose stones near garden shed and put on diversion bank. 

6. Volunteers to take responsibility for maintaining gardens surrounding the carpark to the west of the shed. 

7. Volunteers to take responsibility for weed control in front tarmac areas. 

8. Volunteers to take responsibility for keeping our toilets in a reasonable condition. 



9. Volunteers to occasionally attend to cobwebs etc. 

10. Volunteers to monitor and put out garbage and recycling bins  

11. We require a new handle to be made up for one small wood lathe scraper. 

12. There are always projects on hand for those inclined which can bring us much needed income.  (Please ask). 

13. Change the oil in the Victa Mower. 

14. Etc. etc. 

 
                Remember to sign the attendance book at any time you enter the shed whether during normal opening hours or not, 

leave the place as you found it (ie don’t walk away from mess on the floor if you caused the mess – perhaps even 
clean up the mess if you see one).    

 

Yass Photos provided by members 
 
Following the trial of a “new” banner photo last time, 
there has been some response to the call for other 
suggestions. 
 
The three old photos have been provided by Ray Hill and 
show Yass at a much earlier stage. 
 
I wonder if anyone thinks any of these photos are worthy 
of a place at the top of our Messenger – there aren’t too 
many of our members who remember the Yass Bridge 
(note it is a dual roadway and railway bridge?) in 1869, or, 
for that matter, have vivid memories of the floods of 
1870. 
 

 
 
The archways on the subsequent bridge have been 
resurrected recently and are now back in use and on 
display on the pedestrian bridge over Chinaman’s Creek in 
Riverside Park – so you can relive part of our history live if 
you are so inclined. 
 
The final photo was taken and submitted by Garry  

 

 

 

Flaherty last week (after the challenge went out) and I think this is a  beauty.  Unfortunately it does not lend itself to 
a panoramic treatment suitable for a banner – but if this one gets the vote,  
 
 I have a few ideas about how to rework the Messenger front page so it can become the Shed Messenger Banner. 
 
 



Contact from the NSW Family Referral Service 
 
This information came to your Secretary during the week.  You may know of someone who might benefit from the 
services this organisation offers – if so, please feel free to mention the Service to them.  I have added their website 
link to the “Links” section of our website if you find you need it sometime in the future and cannot find this item. 
 

The Southern NSW Family Referral Service has been established to support families with children under 18 
by linking them with relevant community supports. There is a toll free number for the Southern NSW 
region (1300 736 384) from which callers are then connected with local referral workers for their region.  
 
The FRS website provides additional detail about the type of assistance that we can provide.  For example: 
support to families is able to be delivered via telephone, home visiting or other outreach locations or via 
shopfront drop in centres in various towns; whichever is most preferred by families.  
 
I am busy getting established in a more permanent Queanbeyan shopfront across Mondays to Thursdays.  
At the moment, I operate a drop in service in Yass every Friday morning.  
 
Thank you for your interest in, and support of, Southern NSW Family Referral Service.  I am the FRS referral 
worker for Queanbeyan, Palerang and Yass. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

Kerri Huett 
 
Southern NSW Family Referral Service  
 
Tel (02)6162  5891   Mob 0447 995 721  Fax (02) 6295 9944   
Kerri.Huett@marymead.org.au  

 

www.marymead.org.au     
 

Workshop Manager update 
 

With the weather improving now, it is my personal intention is to try and put more time into the workshop where 
my chief interests and capabilities lie, combined with some garden interest. 
 
I intend to organize more workshop discussions shortly, but in the interim welcome any one who would like any 
assistance or accreditation on a particular machine.  Please do not attempt to use a machine that you have not been 
accredited to use and fully understand. 
 
Please report any failures, damage or missing tools etc immediately.  (eg  It is frustrating to go to use a drill bit only 
to find it missing or broken).  There is a blackboard section on the tool cupboard door for this purpose. 
 
Also please remember that there is a voluntary workshop donation tin at the doorway between the workshop and 
the front room.  This is to help offset the running and maintenance costs (wear and tear on machines, use of 
consumables (electricity, glues, nails, screws etc) when the shop is used for personal projects. 
 
Happy shedding 
 
Roger Holgate 
Workshop Manager 
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Tuesday afternoon Exercise Classes – 2-3pm 
 
 

 
 
You, too, can do stuff like this (and look this good while doing it!) 
                                                                                                                                                     
COME JOIN US!!  We usually have about a 50/50 men/women contingent. 
 
 

Membership News 
 
Due to another membership renewal, our membership now stands at 83 
 
The YVMS website now has a Membership Application form that can be downloaded and printed should someone 
ask you the question. 
 
 

GST (goods and services trading) OR Lost and Found* - contact Richard 

Rowan 
*(I was LOST in my mess but I FOUND a solution at the Shed) 

 
This is a section of the newsletter where members can avail themselves of the great knowledge pool within the shed. 
Secondly it is also a place where members can get rid of stuff or seek stuff.  New items added this week are in red 
type. 
 

Help needed or available 

 
Editor:   The entries in this section are now all “old ones”.  I am not sure how effective this service is or helpful to 
members.  If you have a view please let Richard Rowan or me know – I do not want to be the purveyor of material 
that is sending you all to sleep before you get to this week’s Joke section.  ws 
 
David Staines has two walkie-talkies that are currently inoperable. These are his personal backup communication 
devices for landing aircraft on Australian ships as well as other usages. David seeks somebody with electronic 
knowledge to have a look at his walkie-talkies and give him an opinion as to their ability to be fixed. 

This is a rare opportunity for a member of the Shed with skills in electronics to make a valuable contribution to the 
security of Australia. It is problematic but not realistic that David may be called at any time to assist in air-traffic 
control aboard an Australian Naval vessel. As they say in the classics “old sea dogs never die, they just sleep in the 
corner until kicked back into life”. 

Assistance in this matter would be greatly appreciated by David.  If you can help, please contact David as follows:  
Email:  yccc@dodo.com.au or Phone: 0408 340 040 

 
Richard Maxwell is looking for volunteers to nominate to help people in the town who might want small jobs done 
at their homes.  We are thinking along the lines of changing tap washers, fixing a broken step or railing etc.  It is 
important to underline here, that we are not a job centre or a handyman operation.  We also need to be very careful 

mailto:yccc@dodo.com.au


not to be taking work away from Yass small business people who are in the handyman game.  If you are interested in 
this possibility, please contact Richard Maxwell cherex@bigpond.net.au, or 0416 022 416 and he will do any 
necessary organising of jobs etc. 
 

Required 

 
?? 
 

Please come and collect  
 
We have had quite an amount of timber of varying kinds and sizes donated in recent times.  If you have that small 
job to do but haven’t got the right materials, we may have them and at a very competitive price (a gold coin or two 
depending on how much you need/take). 
 

Wanted  
 
?? 
 

For Sale  

 
Joe Morrissey has the following item FOR SALE 

Homelite 14inch chainsaw. It has been used for less than 10 hours. Included is a chain sharpener and an almost 
full container of chain and bar oil. Retail price $180 for the chainsaw alone. The lot for $110. 

Contact Joe on  0412 258 300 

 
Howard the Horticulturist is Back in Business 
 
We have seeds for sweet corn and golden pod snow peas.  Howard tells me 
he will have a range of tomatoes in the very near future, so watch the 
garden produce bar in the main room at the Shed. 
 
All proceeds are ploughed (boom boom!) back into Shed garden related 
projects, supplies etc. 

 

 
Don’t forget (with Spring finally here!) that Ben Scanes will sell you all the sheep poo you can possibly need or want 
for a modest fee per bag (three bag sizes available).  If you would like to take advantage of this offer, phone this 
number:  0409 819 324, talk to Ben’s mother (Veronica) and make the arrangements that suit you both (they 
deliver). 
 

YVMS Shedde Shoppe  
 

 

We have a good selection of stuff for sale (things made by members and some other donated things like tables (both 
dining and computer), a bike, an “Abs Cruncher” exercise machine, and lots of other things – you never know, but 
we might just have what you want!  Contact me if you want more info. 
 
Even if you don’t need anything from the shop, come along and buy something – we need the funds (and we’d like 
to get rid of some stuff so we can replace it with other stuff)! 
 
We still have lots of vinyl records too! 
 
 

mailto:cherex@bigpond.net.au


Other 
 
If anyone is interested there are still a couple of small projects at the shed waiting for someone to take them on – 
and more are coming in all the time – help us out – we don’t like to ring people to tell them their job has not been 
done due to no volunteer accepting the challenge.  
 

Richard (R2) Rowan is managing this column on behalf of all Shed members.  The way it 
works is that you give Richard the info – I will publish it here with your contact details, and 
hordes of Shed members will then contact you (and both of you will be happy).   
Richard can be contacted on 6226 6839, 0429 980 337 or richard.rowan@ozemail.com.au. 
  
New Government spending our money well (with thanks to Geoff Kell) 
 
Tony has been accused of not believing in science (he has no Department of or Minister for Science, he called 
climate science “crap” while in opposition, he thinks it is better to give the nation a dud internet based on copper 
technology (discovered thousands of years ago and refined in the late 1800s to conduct electricity etc – so it’s pretty 
modern, really) than one that takes full advantage of the benefits science has delivered with glass fibre etc etc).  So 
in an attempt to show that he is not averse to doing good scientific research (and being a lover of nature – especially 
in the outback) his first foray into research has resulted in this important finding that will improve the lives of all of 
us: 
 
This is the report from the NT Times on Tony’s first expenditure of your money on scientific pursuits. 
 
“Another Government study provides outstanding results . . . 
 
CSIRO Officials admitted that they found about 200 dead crows on the highway between Noonamah and 
Palmerston, in Northern Territory, where there was concern that they may have died from Avian Flu. 
 
The new Commonwealth Government, and the Territory Government approved and the CSIRO contracted 
a bird pathologist to examine the remains of all the crows and he confirmed the problem was definitely NOT 
Avian Flu, much to everyone’s relief. 
 
However, he determined that 98% of the crows had been killed by impact with trucks, and only 2% were 
killed by car impact. 
 
The Prime Minister (very concerned at this result) then hired an Ornithological Behaviourist to determine 
the disproportionate percentages for truck versus car kills. 
 
After urgent work costing some $2.7 million (in only two weeks!), the Ornithological Behaviourist 
determined the cause in the deaths. 
 
When crows eat road kill, they always set-up a look-out crow in a nearby tree to warn of impending danger. 
 
His conclusion was that the lookout crow could say “Cah”, but he could not say “Truck”.” 
 
I just wanted to make sure that you knew your tax money was being well spent . . 

 
Don’t forget!   
 

S&M at the Shed 9-10am on Tuesdays 
 
– if you don’t come, you will never know what your mates are up to.....  And DON”T try to find out by asking a 
member who does attend on Tuesdays – they will not tell you , you will just have to come.  Support your Shed, we 
are trying our best to make it interesting for you. 
 

mailto:richard.rowan@ozemail.com.au


Exercise Classes at the Shed – Tuesdays 2-3pm 
 
Classes will be held this coming Tuesday -  $5 per session.  We are now saving the $5 contributions and when we get 
enough in the kitty, the Exercise Class will be going to Thyme to Taste for a classy afternoon nosh-up following the 
Class.  Join up now, you have only better health and better eating to look forward to! 
 

Reward Points at Home Hardware 
 
You can help us a lot by giving the Shed your points when you make a purchase at Home Hardware.  Just ask the 
cashier to “allocate the loyalty points to the Yass Valley Men’s Shed”.  A number of members have made this a 
regular practice and we have benefited to the extent that we can use the funds to replenish consumables (glues, 
screws, sand papers etc etc from time to time) – so it IS worth it. 
 
Think about it and help us out – please. 
 
 

YVMS Website 
 
Have a surf – enjoy yourselves!  www.yassmensshed.org.au 
 

General Invitation 

If you would like to see any additional information in the Messenger or have any suggestions or contributions to 
make, please feel free to contact me 
 
 

Birthdays around this time  
 

14/9:  Rob Barker 
17/9:  Duncan Waugh 
26/9:  Garry Flaherty 

29/9 (TODAY!!) Marje Holgate 
12/10:  Norm Leaney 

 
Happy Birthdays  Chaps (and Chapette)!!!   
(you will have noticed that the Editorial Staff is quite happy to mark the birthdays of our significant others, if 
you tell us – they are real people too, you know).  
 
 
Shed Opening Times and opening volunteers 
 

Tuesdays –  
9am to noon 

Full Shed Activity 
YVMS 

Tuesdays  
2 - 3pm 

Exercise Classes 
YVCC 

1
st

 Wednesday 
10 – 11.30am Coffee & 

Conversation 
YVMS 

Thursdays 
2 – 5pm 

Full Shed Activity 
YVMS 

Saturdays 
noon to 4pm 

Full Shed Activity 
YVMS 

 
Richard Rowan 
6226 6839 
 
 

 
Wayne Stuart 
0419 292 022 

 
Len McGuigan 
6226 1549 
 
Phil O’Brien 
6226 2168 

 
Joe Morrissey 
0412 258 300 
 
Richard Saxby 
0408 802 411  
 

 
Joe Morrissey is currently 
doing this for us (sometimes) – 
but he cannot commit full 
time.   Hopefully one of our 
regulars will manage to attend 
each Saturday so the Shed 
opens. No guarantees! 

     

 
At all other times, if you are passing and see the doors open, please feel welcome and free to call in! 
 

http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/


We like to have at least two volunteers for opening/closing duties to help share the load.   If you can help by 
nominating to open/close the Shed (either on one of the regular days – or you would like the Shed to open at some 
other time and you are prepared to do the honours), please let me know and we’ll make the arrangements. 
 

 
Some of the current YVMS contacts and “Code Holders” (should you wish to access the Shed out of normal 
hours): 

 
Ray Hill                                                               6226 3344                            rayhill01@dodo.com.au  
Wayne Stuart                                                    0419 292 022                       wayne@stuartoz.com 
Reg Moebus                                                      6227 3238                            wargeila@bigpond.com  
Roger Holgate                                                   6226 1664                            roger42@dodo.com.au 
Dave Staines                                                      0408 340 040                       yccc@dodo.com.au                         
 
w 
 

Wayne Stuart 
Secretary, Yass Valley Men's Shed 
0419 292 022 
secretary@yassmensshed.org.au  
http://yassmensshed.org.au 
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