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If you want to see previous editions of the Messenger, you can find them all on the YVMS Website at this address 
(just click on it): http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive 

 
 

This will be the last Messenger for 2012 (even Secretaries take time 
off!).  If any announcements or important info needs to be 

promulgated, I will send specific messages as necessary.  Thank you 
all for your attention this year.   The YVMS Committee members wish 

you all a terrific Festive Season. 
 

 
 

The Shed will be closed over Christmas/New Year.   
The last opening day will be Tuesday 18 December.  

The first opening day in 2013 will be Thursday 10 January.  
Enjoy the break! 

 
Membership News 
 

This week we welcome new Member David Rowe.  Membership stands at 81. 

 

http://yassmensshed.org.au/newsletter-archive


Important regular events @ the Shed 
 

  

Every Tuesday, 2 to 3pm YVMS Exercise class – concentrating on flexibility, 

balance and feeling good. Last class for the year 
this week (Tues 11 Dec). 

  

Every First Wednesday of the 
Month, 10 to 11.30am  – next one 
is Wednesday 6 February 2013 

Morning Tea at the Shed – No work or workshop noise to 
distract from good conversation, coffee, tea and cake.  

Next one in Feb 2013 

  

Every Thursday, 1.30 to 2.30pm YVMS Tai Chi Classes – for greatly enhanced health and 

well being.  Classes over for 2012 – stay tuned 
for the recommencement date in 2013! 

 
 

Calendar of upcoming events at the Shed (or elsewhere) 
 

It’s that time again!! 
 

 

                   SUNDAY 9th DECEMBER (ie tomorrow!) 

 

& the Yass Public School and Mount Carmel Combined Choir 

 
This event is sponsored by the Yass Valley Council   

 
 
 
 



February appointment for your diaries 
 
Info from Terry Hunt of the Murrumbateman Shed: 
 
On the 14th of February, 2013, the ACT Public Trustee will be giving a presentation at the Murrumbateman Rec 
Grounds Hall from 10:30Am till 12:30 PM.  Topics to be covered are: 
 Wills 
 Estate Planning 
 Associated financial issues.  

 
We are having the ACT Public Trustee speak, because the nearest NSW Public Trustee office is in Wollongong, and 
for some reason the south west are of NSW seems to be left off their map.  Although the ACT laws are slightly 
different than NSW laws, it is unlikely that any of those issues will crop up.  
 
This should be a very interesting and informative presentation, and should give us vital information about passing on 
our estate.  I understand each attendee will be given an information pack as well.  
 
At this moment, I am issuing the invitation to the local Mensheds, but if we have enough room, we can open it up to 
a greater audience.  So I would appreciate it if at this stage, if you could give me an indication of your interest, I can 
arrange for seating, information packs, maybe a sausage sizzle, etc.   
 
Thanks.   
More to follow.  
 

Terry Hunt 
President 
Murrumbateman Menshed 
0414 55 34 83 
www.murrumbatemanmenshed.org.au 
 
If you are interested, let me know and I’ll keep a list of people for passing to Terry as the time approaches. 
 

News Review 
 

John Daley 
 
I have heard from John that he “is not well and his time is limited”.  He has asked me, in particular, to pass on this 
thought:  “Enjoy life and appreciate it!” 
 
On behalf of all members, John, we are thinking of you and wish you all good things.  If there is anything we can do, 
you only need to ask. 
 

High School Fire – YVMS hoping to help 
 
The Council has agreed to the Shed making the Men’s Shed building available to the Yass High School for workshop 
and garden activity.  We operate on Council land and premises – so it was necessary to ensure there were no 
technical reasons why we could not offer assistance.  Our thanks to the Council for this open minded approach.   
 
There have been a number of visits by High School teachers to the Shed to evaluate the possibilities and it would 
appear that we might have some very good potential to help.  We have already donated a couple of whipper 
snippers that were surplus to our needs (and which would offer a repair and maintenance challenge to the students 
in addition to their practical use benefits) and Roger Holgate is reviewing our asset holdings to see if we can donate 
tools we don’t use very much or need. 
 

http://www.murrumbatemanmenshed.org.au/


We have also offered some tables and related furniture items. 
 
We are not sure when we may see Yass High students at the Shed. 
 
We have made two things clear to the High School: 
 

 We need a letter from the School assuring us that their students and teachers are covered by normal High 
School excursion insurance when they are on/in our grounds/workshop; and 

 Students will be the responsibility of their teachers while they are at the Shed and those teachers will 
present the classes (not Shed members). 

 
Until the YVCC upgrade work is complete, it cannot be offered to the High School – however, the S.355 Committee 
has been approved by Council and can start its work as soon as it is ready – so progress on the YVCC could start to be 
seen in the near future. 
 

YVMS Christmas Lunch 
 
We had some 32 booked for the lunch, but a number had to bail out for a number of reasons.  However, 26 or so of 
us finally got there and it was a great day.  Both Patrons attended (current Mayor, Rowena Abbey and former Mayor, 
Nic Carmody).  We were also treated to a number of poems by The Bush Ballad Bard from Burrinjuck (Allan 
McGrath). 
 
There have been a number of calls for us to do things like this more often.  Any ideas?  (Christmas in July?, 
Melbourne Cup on 1 April?, visits to good places to eat in the Yass Valley?).  Make some suggestions and then come 
along – these outings are great. 
 
Many thanks to Reg Moebus for organising. 
 

Shed Forum on Mood Disorders:  Depression and Bipolar disorder 
 

 

The Forum on Thursday night (last) went very well.  We had in the order of 40 
people attend - a good cross section of Shed and Community members.  The 
presenters (Dr Raja Ahluwalia and Peter Hurley) were knowledgeable and 
professional and the presentation covered new ground.  

  

 
Dr Raja and Peter Hurley, presenters.          The appreciative audience (not sure who the bloke is advertising his legs!) 

 
The BBQ provided by the Yass Freemasons Lodge was popular and provides terrific tucker.  It is not just the usual 
“sausage sandwich” fare!  Make sure you don’t miss them next time you see them around town (don’t wait until we 
are lucky enough to snare them again!). 
 



During the last week, we have managed to finally produce a YVMS flyer which we will distribute around town and 
use as a bit of publicity for the Shed.  Thanks very much to Nic Carmody (Yass & District Printers) for doing the final 
layout and printing for us. 
 
Thanks also to David Hale for the original idea and for some helpful editorial comment. 
 
We were able to provide copies of the flyer at the Forum and a good number were carried away by interested 
visitors. 
 
Water tanks project 
 
We expect the water tanks to be delivered early next Monday (10th).  Hoping for a few blokes to help.  We had some 
damage to the tank sites caused by the couple of heavy rainfalls last week.  We will need to fix up those sites before 
the tanks can be installed. 
 
Len and Roger have also made arrangements with the Council workers to dig trenches for reticulating water from 
the tanks to the gardens.  That work should happen over the next week or so (or when time permits).  Then we (ie 
not me – but probably Roger, Len and a couple of people with plumbing skills) will run pipes and install taps at 
strategic points. 
 

Message from John Woodin 
 
General update for anyone who may be interested 
 
We have settled in and have been in our new home for exactly 4 weeks and we have achieved much.  New lounge 
furniture, beds, and outdoor furniture (dining & leisure) for the covered entertainment area. The installation of 
fencing down the left hand side, removal of around 8 Cocos palms, dismantling of other fencing to enhance the vista 
out the back.  
 
Installation of a 3rd aircon unit and also a 180 x 150. window in what was the dining room,  and is for us now an 
extra lounge area, with great views down the garden which is about 150 metres and beyond is a causeway with 
horses (private property), and beyond that 400 metres on are the back gardens of the street behind. I have painted 
the detached garage and the 6m x 3m garden shed the same colour of the house to blend them in.  We have plans in 
the next year for Lee to reconfigure the ensuite and powder rooms to become 2 separate ensuites.   
 
The kitchen will be replaced and we will repaint the whole inside, after which we will then have carpets laid in the 3 
bedrooms, and  floating bamboo flooring throughout the rest.   Much time has also been spent with our 2 children, 
so all in all we have certainly not been couch potatoes but we should now able to sit back and slow down a bit. 
 
I will update you on other activities (men's shed/woodwork guild/radio station)  when they happen, all is being 
assessed  
 
Sincere regards, john 
 

(Editor’s note:  I had a look at the BoM website and it tells me that the temps in Bundaburg have been in the 
low to mid 30s for the last week (37 on Wednesday!) and will continue so to be.  Also the humidity seems to 
be more than 50% for the same period.  Poor John – we are having a sublime and lovely time with temps last 
Wednesday being a bracing 19.  We are currently enjoying a return to normal summer temps – but it is good 
to see that only Queensland gets global warming (that’ll teach them to vote out a caring Labor Government!) 
 

Are you reviewing your internet and phone contracts? 
 
Here is a note I have received from Terry Hunt in Murrumbateman: 
 

Just for your information, I switched my personal internet and telephone to Oneseniors, and am saving 
myself a fair bit of money.  I had my telephone with Telstra, and was paying just over $30.00 a month line 



rental, plus call charges.  My internet was with Internode on ADSL1 and had a 20Gig limit for $39.00 a 
month.  If I wanted to upgrade to ADSL2, which is nearly all you can get these days, I would to have had to go 
to $59.00 a month to get the equivalent download limit.   
 
With Oneseniors, I am paying $49.00 a month total ($29.00 for internet and $20.00 telephone + call charges, 
same as Telstra), and I get unlimited ADSL2 internet with no restrictions.  The only requirement is you have 
to be over 55!!!.  I also got a new ADSL2 modem for $16.50.   
 
Changeover was painless, they did it all in a couple of days.  This is the link:  http://www.oneseniors.com.au/  
 
Terry Hunt 
President 
Murrumbateman Menshed 
0414 55 34 83 
www.murrumbatemanmenshed.org.au 

 

Yass Valley Property Donation update 
 
We have received a cheque for $250 from Yass Valley Property to assist us with our activities.  The accompanying 
letter contained the following text: 
 

“Dear Wayne, 
 
Thank you for your letter.  We would be delighted to help the Men’s Shed and feel it is a very worthy 
charity.  Please find your cheque attached.  I have placed your flyer in our community corner window and 
also in our column in the newsletter.  Keep up the good work. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Andrew Curlewis.” 

 
The Flyer to which he refers is the flyer advertising our latest health Forum held last Thursday evening. 
 
I have written a formal letter of thanks to Andrew and also an item for the Yass Trib thanking Yass Valley Property for 
this most generous donation.  This letter appeared in the Trib on Friday 7 December. 

 

Heroes of the Week and Year 
 
I think the best heroes for us to remember and celebrate at this time are those who have passed away in recent 
times and are no longer with us: 
 

 Bob McKissack  
 Donald Hoffmann 
 Doug Aspinall 
 Graham McLeod 
 Patrick Carey 

 

Workshop wonders 
 
In case you are wondering what capability the Shed has with its range of equipment, here is one example. 
 
A piece of rough sawn Oregon was recently converted from scratch to a purpose built window sash.  If you need to 
solve a similar problem, we probably have the equipment so you can fix your problems.  I understand this job could 
not have been done by a commercial provider here in Yass. 
 

http://www.oneseniors.com.au/
http://www.murrumbatemanmenshed.org.au/


 
     Original length of rough sawn Oregon                   Finishing in the planer/thicknesser  
         Rebating for glass and hinges                                     Finished sash installed  

 
 
 

YVMS Shedde Shoppe (formerly the Bargain Basement) 
 
As our collection of donated items, refurbished furniture and items made by members has increased quite 
significantly in recent times, we have now consolidated all of these items in the long room at the YVCC (so you can 
see the whole collection all in one place). 
 
Don’t forget Christmas is just around the corner and there are lots of good things that might appeal in the Shedde 
Shoppe. 
 
Our current offerings include: 
 
 A large kitchen/dining table (refurbished by Graham McLeod); 
 A selection of Cabot’s Stains ($5 for 500ml and $10 for 1litre); 
 A DVD with over 350 projects to make for your workshop ($5); 
 A selection of Shed-made items (mostly timber: cutting boards, bowls, coasters etc – variety of prices – get 

in early for Christmas);  
 Two large computer/office desks; two office desk lamps; 
 Repco Racing Bike; a working Hewlett Packard printer (complete with software drivers.  All it needs is ink), a 

working JVC car radio/CD player (50Wx4). 
 Etc,etc. 

 
Come along and have a rummage – we probably have just what you are looking for – or will talk you into needing 
what we actually have! 
 
If you are interested contact me and we can take it from there. 
 
 



Other Stuff 
 

Murrumbateman Mauler Morrissey’s Mighty Movember Monstrous Money Making and 
Mysterious Moustache Masterpiece   
 
As you will recall, Joe Morrissey has been growing a thatch on his upper lip in an attempt to cause upset and 
revulsion at the Shed – BUT at the same to time, to garner support (and money) for the very worthwhile Men’s 
Health information and research activity conducted by the Movember movement. 
 
We have had a celebratory BBQ at the Shed today to recognise two very great outcomes of this torture to which we 
(and Susan, his wife) have been subjected over the last month: 
 

1. The moustache is now gone; and 
2. Joe has managed to raise some $102; very valuable and welcome for the Movember appeal (these were his 

“takings” at the Shed – not sure about other poor unsuspecting citizens who might have been “leant upon”). 
 
Well done Joe! 
 

 
Hirsute Joe                                         Doing the deed                 Mug Shots of “Slippery Joe the Murrumbateman Mauler” 
 

 

Apparently all is now forgiven and Mrs Susan Morrissey is seen here actually 
doing the mauling of the newly cleaned up Morrissey. 
 
However, sadly, the Morrissey’s dog “Scrappy” is now missing. 
 

Police and animal psychologists fear 
he is unable to cope with such a 
naked and unadorned visage and 
hope is fading for the poor brute 
who was last seen running flat out 
for the bush after being smiled at 
by a naked faced Joe.   Apparently 
this experience would have looked 
something like this (from 
Scrappy’s point of view): 
 

 

The RSPCA, WIRES and Animal Liberation have all been called in and are 
“considering their options”. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=smiling+dog&hl=en&sa=X&tbo=d&rlz=1I7GPCK_en&biw=1072&bih=544&tbm=isch&tbnid=7yUevgQA_oAKGM:&imgrefurl=http://wildcabbage.net/tag/smiling-dog/&docid=sVJONxkvxtYhnM&imgurl=http://wildcabbage.net/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/image_thumb1.png&w=504&h=379&ei=B9rCUKSYEoXtiAe71oGwCg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=774&vpy=251&dur=1098&hovh=195&hovw=259&tx=161&ty=130&sig=112778541012902992950&page=1&tbnh=141&tbnw=208&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:14,s:0,i:192


Don’t forget!   
 

Exercise Classes at the Shed – Tuesdays 2-3pm 
 
Last formal class for 2012 this coming Tuesday (11 December).  Mark will be back after the School Holidays to whip 
us into condition and get rid of those extra pounds! 
 

Tai Chi classes at the Shed – Thursdays 1.30 to 2.30pm 
 
The 2012 season has come to an end.  Watch this space for an announcement on the start date for 2013. 
 

Reward Points at Home Hardware 
 
Don’t forget that you can help us a lot by giving the Shed your points when you make a purchase at Home 
Hardware.  Just ask the cashier to “allocate the loyalty points to the Yass Valley Men’s Shed”.  A number of members 
have made this a regular practice and we have benefited to the extent that we can use the funds to replenish 
consumables (glues, screws, sand papers etc etc from time to time) – so it IS worth it. 
 
Think about it and help us out – please. 
 
 

YVMS Website 
 
Have a surf – enjoy yourselves!  www.yassmensshed.org.au 
 
 

Some good short ones – thanks to Reg Moebus (ie, don’t blame me!) 
 

The Grim Reaper came for me last night, and I beat him off with a vacuum cleaner. 
Talk about Dyson with death.  
   
A mate of mine recently admitted to being addicted to brake fluid. When I quizzed him 
on it he reckoned he could stop any time....  
   
I went to the cemetery yesterday to lay some flowers on a grave. As I was standing 
there I noticed 4 grave diggers walking about with a coffin, 3 hours later and they're 
still walking about with it. I thought to myself, they've lost the plot!!  
   
I was driving this morning when I saw an NRMA van parked. The driver was sobbing 
uncontrollably and looked very miserable. I thought to myself that guy's heading for a 
breakdown.  
   
Statistically, 6 out of 7 dwarves are not Happy.  
   
My neighbour knocked on my door at 2:30am this morning, can you believe that, 
2:30am?!  Luckily for him I was still up playing my Bagpipes.  
   
Paddy says "Mick, I'm thinking of buying a Labrador."Bugger that" says Mick "have you 
seen how many of their owners go blind?"  

http://www.yassmensshed.org.au/


   
Man calls 999 and says, "I think my wife is dead." The operator says how do you 
know?  He says, "The sex is the same but the ironing is building up!"  
     
My girlfriend thinks that I'm a stalker. Well, she's not exactly my girlfriend yet.  
     
A wife says to her husband you're always pushing me around and talking behind my 
back.  He says what do you expect? You're in a wheelchair.  
   
The wife has been missing a week now. Police said to prepare for the worst. So I have 
been to the charity shop to get all her clothes back.  
   
The wife was counting all the 5c's and 10c's out on the kitchen table when she 
suddenly got very angry and started shouting and crying for no reason. I thought to 
myself, "She's going through the change."  
   
When I was in the pub I heard a couple of plonkas saying that they wouldn't feel safe 
on an aircraft if they knew the pilot was a woman. What a pair of sexists. I mean, it's 
not as if she'd have to reverse the bloody thing!  
   
A teddy bear is working on a building site. He goes for a tea break and when he 
returns he notices his pick has been stolen. The bear is angry and reports the theft to 
the foreman. The foreman grins at the bear and says "Oh, I forgot to tell you, today's 
the day the teddy bears have their pick nicked."  
   
Murphy says to Paddy, "What ya talkin to an envelope for?" "I'm sending a voicemail ya 
thick sod!"  
   
Just got back from my mate's funeral. He died after being hit on the head with a 
tennis ball. It was a lovely service.  

19 paddies go to the cinema, the ticket lady asks "Why so many of you?" Mick replies, 
"The film said 18 or over."  

   

General Invitation 
If you would like to see any additional information in the Messenger or have any suggestions or contributions to 
make, please feel free to contact me 
 

Birthdays around this time – and to cover the gap until the next Messenger 
 

25/11:  Geoff Kell  
28/11:  Roger Lawrence 
3/12:  Blake Reid 
10/12:  Curtis Cox 
15/12:  Andrew Todd (turning 21!!) 
17/12:  Duncan McGregor 

18/12:  Bob Frank, Don McCann 
19/12:  Ray Hill 
20/12:  Dara Madden 
27/12:  Russell Hill 
29/12:  Harold O’Brien 
 

30/12:  Paul Heath 
6/1:  Robert McGregor 
7/1:  Graham McIntosh 
11/1:  John Backhouse 
12/1:  Geoff Frost 

Happy Birthdays  Chaps!!!   



Shed Opening Times and opening volunteers 
 

Tuesdays –  
9am to noon 

Full Shed Activity 
YVMS 

Tuesdays  
2 - 3pm 

Exercise Classes 
YVCC 

1
St

 Wednesday 
10 – 11.30am 

Coffee & 
Conversation 

YVMS 

Thursdays 
2 – 5pm 

Full Shed Activity 
YVMS 

Thursdays 
2 - 3pm 

Tai Chi Classes 
YVCC 

(starting 25 
October) 

Saturdays 
noon to 4pm 

Full Shed Activity 
YVMS 

 
Richard Rowan 
6226 6839 
 
John Daley 
0427 264 967 

 
Wayne Stuart 
0419 292 022 

 
Len McGuigan 
6226 1549 
 
Phil O’Brien 
6226 2168 

 
Joe Morrissey 
0412 258 300 
 
Richard Saxby 
0408 802 411  
 

 
Wayne Stuart 
0419 292 022 
 
- 

 
 No volunteers (so 
far).  Hopefully one 
of our regulars will 
manage to attend 
each Saturday so 
the Shed opens. No 
guarantees! 
 

 
At all other times, if you are passing and see the doors open, please feel welcome and free to call in! 
 
 
Current YVMS contacts and “Code Holders” (should you wish to access the Shed out of normal hours): 

 
Ray Hill                                              6226 3344            rayhill01@dodo.com.au  
Wayne Stuart                                    0419 292 022       wayne@stuartoz.com 
Reg Moebus                                      6227 3238            wargeila@bigpond.com  
Roger Holgate                                   6226 1664            roger42@dodo.com.au 
David Hale                                        6226 4227            haled3@optunsnet.com.au   
 
 
w 
 

Wayne Stuart 
Secretary, Yass Valley Men's Shed 
0419 292 022 
secretary@yassmensshed.org.au  
http://yassmensshed.org.au 
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